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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
January 4, 2013

Photo: This is one of the Christmas Trees given to a needy family and created by the girl scouts under the guidance of Rae Allen. The trees were beautiful and the girls work hard every year.
December 28, 2012 Historians Corner pictures identified: Ron Wolfe called regarding the picture in front of Thomas House (today Hotel Martin) which showed a tree being taken down; the car in the picture looked to be late 30’s or early 40’s and Ron said it was a 1937 Chevy. Thanks Ron. The young boy is still unidentified.  Marie Parsons and Norn Widrig called and identified Earl and Lucy Fleming as the “Country Store Keepers.” Thanks Marie and Norm.
Are you the family historian? Do you have letters, bible records, and photographs or have you started genealogy research for your family? If you are very lucky an ancestor has left photographs, written records of his/her life, an autobiography, a series of revealing letters or perhaps, a diary. Preservation is essential in this case, use archival materials when you can and put family information in individual notebooks or folders. As you collect information be sure you identify where you found it (the name of the institution, research file or book, etc.) and I found a note of where I left off in my research is helpful in case I do not get back to research again for a few weeks or months. Maybe I can help you get started; call my office for an appointment. 

January 1, 1863 President Abraham Lincoln signed and issued the Emancipation Proclamation, declaring that slaves in rebel states shall be “forever free.”

Contact me by phone or e-mail  schistorian@frontiernet.net
Charlene
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

January 11, 2013

Photo: Albert E.  Johnston joined the Marines and served his country from 1957-1968 including a year in Vietnam.

Many of our young men and women have given their all in service of their country throughout the years. We have documented all of veterans in different books and want to finish by documenting our military men and women in all branches of service who are currently serving their country. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here and served or are serving their country covering the years from 1960 to current times. Questionnaires can be mailed to veterans upon request so contact the History Center at 387-5456 x7.
Marie Brown called me to say she reads my column regularly and was wondering why I have never done a book on Vietnam veterans. Her two boys graduated from Sandy Creek High School and served their country in the Vietnam War. I was pleased to tell her that I am doing a book that will include the Vietnam War veterans.  

Later that day Gerhardt Brosch came into the office to get a questionnaire to fill out for the book. 

I encourage all veterans to come by or call for a questionnaire. We have done a great deal of research and to date have over 300 veterans and hope we have found everyone but  would like to hear from veterans to confirm we have information on everyone who wants to be in the book. 

Contact me by phone or e-mail  schistorian@frontiernet.net
Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

January 16, 2013

Photos: This photo shows the West Primary School to the left (today the Dollar Store) and the Baptist Church (today the Wesleyan Church); behind were horse stables.
I was recently asked about The Old Town Bell and because the story is so interesting I thought I should reprint it.

In the year 1849, a desire for a town bell arose among the officials of the town of Sandy Creek. Each one of the citizens gave as he could afford, the subscription price ranging from twenty-five cents to five dollars.  In this way about three hundred dollars were easily and speedily raised, with which the “Old Town Bell” was purchased.
The bell was bought at the Troy Bell foundry.  It was very large and heavy, and being tuned at low G, had a deep, rich tone.

It was rung at times of pleasure and at times of sorrow.  March 4, 1851, at a town meeting held at the house of B. F. Salisbury, “it was voted that the town should raise two hundred and fifty dollars to erect a Town house, according to an act of the legislature passed May 5, 1847.”  Mr. Oren Earl then offered to put up a building at his own expense and furnish a site for the same, for two hundred and fifty dollars, the upper story of which could be used for a Town hall, while he would own and rent the lower story.  His offer was accepted.  The building was erected and a belfry added.  In this with the consent of all, the bell was hung. (building was at the corner of North Main Street and Salisbury Street)
At the rear of the hall, the town built in addition a small room known as the “Bell Company’s room.”  This was rented to a man who would ring the bell, and with a part of the rental money he was paid for his services.  It was rung at nine o’clock in the morning calling the children to their school duties; at twelve o’clock, noon, the hour for mid-day meal; one o’clock p. m., when the noon hour was over, and at nine o’clock p.m. the hour of rest.

On April 9, 1865, the date of Lee’s surrender to Grant, it is said, this bell was rung for nearly six hours.  It was a welcome story that it proclaimed, and thanksgiving reigned throughout the land.  Although it now brought joy it had on other occasions brought grief; as when it rang at different times during the war, it called to mind the memory of relatives and dear ones, who had placed their lives at stake for the preservation of their country.

About six years later, 1871, the brick block adjoining the town hall on the south side was built. The hall so vibrated when the bell was rung that the vibrations were communicated to the brick block, which it was thought to be injuring. Immediately the question of removing the bell was discussed and it was hung in the belfry of the Baptist Church. (Today the Wesleyan Church on North Main Street.)

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail  schistorian@frontiernet.net
Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

January 23, 2013

Photo: Fire destroys three of the oldest business blocks in Sandy Creek on February 18, 1945, Tracy Killam photo. (across from the Sandy Creek Gas Station and Diner)
It was just after noon on Sunday, February 18, 1945 when fire struck located just north of the creek on the east-side of North Main Street. By the end of the day four business places located in the one wooden block and the double brick block had lost their quarters, three families residing in the wooden Joyner Block were driven from their homes and three volunteer firemen were injured, one of them requiring hospitalization. 

The wooden block, which at the time of the fire was used as apartments and housed the John Lewis Liquor Store, had been a mercantile establishment most of its lifetime, with the upper floor originally serving as the town hall from 1851 when O. R. Earl built the block. Mr. Earl and Pitt M. Newton formed a banking partnership the previous year and built the double brick block housing the bank in the south end and a store that Newton ran for some time. At the time of the fire, Gilson Wart’s Red and White Store occupied the north end of the brick block and Attorney Roscoe Sargent had his office on the ground floor of the old bank, with Tracy Killam’s photograph studio on the top story. The bank vault was credited with preventing the collapse of the south brick block and none of the vault’s contents were damaged. 

Many of our young men and women have given their all in service of their country throughout the years. We have documented all of veterans in different books and want to finish by documenting our military men and women in all branches of service who are currently serving their country. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here and served or are serving their country covering the years from 1960 to current times. Questionnaires can be mailed to veterans upon request so contact the History Center at 387-5456 x7.
Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

February 1, 2013

Photo: Historian Rita Rombach 
My dear friend Boylston historian Rita Rombach has lost her battle with cancer. We met years ago and became close when I became historian for the Town of Sandy Creek. We had a lot in common and our job as municipal historians brought us together as friends. A few years ago Rita began working at the History Center and every Friday we worked together until her health took a turn. She enjoyed the friendship of the other History Center volunteers and we enjoyed each other as we worked together preserving history for Sandy Creek and Boylston. She helped with the research of the Farm Book and we worked the Sandy Creek/Lacona/Boylston booth at Heritage Hall during the Oswego County Fair for the past 6 years. I will miss her terribly. Our deep sympathy goes to her family and especially Phil.

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

February 8, 2013

Photo: SFC Timothy W. Barber

Barber graduated in 1982, served the Army from 1983-1987 and 1987-present is in the Army National Guard.  I ask all our veterans to add some oral history and he shared this: “ I was stationed in Bad Kreuznach, Germany, August 1983-July 1985. In the fall of 1984 we were scheduled to be a part of a REFORGER (return forces to Germany-war games). Our location was on a hilltop 1 Kilometer from the East Germany border. Of course in 1984 East Germany was communist. During the night you could hear the guard dogs barking. One night while returning from a fuel mission, we missed our left turn into the company area, within minutes we were at the fence of East Germany; apparently we upset someone because spotlights, guard dogs and troops were there to greet us! We certainly set a land speed record with a jeep and a 5-ton fuel truck in REVERSE….”
I’ve been talking about the upcoming Veterans Book which will be the last in the series of military books documenting local veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. The veterans we are looking for went to school here, worked here, live or lived here. I have put up a list of the veterans in the town hall meeting room that we have documented for the book, so please check to see if I have left anyone off and pick up a questionnaire if you need one. I am currently using graduation pictures in many cases so a military or recent photo is a must!

The next few columns will list veterans we have information on or need information on: Daniel E. Ames, David E. Ames, (Donald) Edson Ames, Ivan G. Ames,  Calvin L. Amyotte, Gale L. Amyotte, David Archer, Lawrence E. Archibee, Eugene Everett Babcock, Mark William Bachar, Charles A. Baker, Bradley S. Baker, Norman C. Balcom, James Lee Ballou, Ellsworth William Barber, Timothy William Barber, David L. Bardeschewski, Thomas Bardeschewski, Peter T. Barry, Terry Bentley, Robert Beltran, Richard Blodgett, Albert H. Blood, Charles E. Blood, David Blount, Jerrold M. Blount, Raymond Allen Blount, Steven E. Blount, William Avery Birdslow, Francis E. Brandon Jr., Gerhardt H. Brosch, Albert Breezee, Eugene Breezee, Adrian Eugene Brown, Jirard R. Brown, Ray Brown, Robert I. Brown Jr., Thomas J. Brown, Gordon Brownell, Henry L. Bubel, Merritt J. Burd, John Burkhard, Christopher Alan Bush, Lyle Gordon Bush, Gary M. Butler, James Byrns 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

February 15, 2013

Photo: Gilbert Eely Roberts

February is Black History Month. Several black families lived in town, some fought in the Civil War but all were hard working, respected citizens. 

George W. Corse wrote a column called “As I See It” and wrote “Gib Roberts owned his home and was a solid, respected citizen and was possessed of solid integrity. Gib Roberts was more than a barber, he was an excellent musician and for a number of years was first violin in the famed Thomas orchestra, before that playing as a professional musician.”  Gib was the youngest son of Henry and Jane Roberts. 
Henry Roberts was born a slave in Maryland on October 1, 1814 at Hagerstown. November of 1863 Henry traveled to New Haven Connecticut to enlist in the 29th Connecticut Volunteer Infantry, Colored Troops. He soon became a Corporal in Company F of the 29th and served with the regiment in Virginia and Texas. The 29th Connecticut Infantry was one of the first of the Union forces to march into the city of Richmond when the Confederate capital was surrendered April 3, 1865.

Henry and Jane Roberts purchase a house on Lake Street where they spent the rest of their lives. 
Samuel Anderson served as a water bearer in the 11th US Colored Troops Heavy Artillery. In his later years he stayed with his daughter Susan and son-in-law, Joseph Leonard in Sandy Creek. 
James Sharp was born in Sandy Creek about 1840. His father, Morgan Sharp, was a Negro and by occupation a blacksmith, while his mother was an Indian woman. When James was quite young the father died and the boy found a home with Abram Pruyn, while the mother returned to her tribe. When the Civil War broke out James enlisted in Company G, 24th Regiment. The 1850 Sandy Creek Census shows him living with Fanny Sharp in the proximity of Edwards Road and by 1860 he is living with the Ephraim Potter family. 
Levi Bird was born in Maryland about the year 1849 and in infancy was sold with his mother to a planter in Georgia. During the Civil War he enlisted as a cook in Company G, 159th Regiment, and at the close of the war was brought to Sandy Creek by its first Sergeant, E. E. Covey, of this town. He found ready employment at various duties about town and made many friends. Levi was a barber in Lacona on the Powers Block. Levi and his wife Lizzie are buried in Woodlawn. (Sandy Creek News September 25, 1890) The ladies of the A. J. Barney Relief Corps have done a little piece of charitable work that does them credit in placing Mrs. Levi (Lizzie) Bird’s name on the tombstone of her husband. She has been buried a number of years with nothing to mark her grave.

Contact me by phone 387-5654 x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

February 22, 2013

Photo: John Douglas Munson

John joined the Army and served in Germany and France. Sandy Creek News: January 30, 1964:  Munson is leaving for 2 years service in France. Sandy Creek News: February 20, 1964:  Munson arrived in France February 14 on the USNS General Morris Rose. The ship was built in 1945 and was used as a troop carrier in WW II, made port at Bremerhaven, Germany on February 12 and then he continued by train to an AFB about 100 miles away from a city named Etuon. His medals/awards include Marksman Rifle, National Defense Service and Good Conduct. 
I’ve been talking about the upcoming Veterans Book which will be the last in the series of military books documenting local veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. I have put up a list of the veterans in the town hall meeting room that we have documented for the book, so please check to see if I have left anyone off and pick up a questionnaire if you need one. I am currently using

Graduation pictures in many cases so a military or recent photo is a must! 

The next few columns will list veterans we have information on or need information on: Robert Byrns; Patrick Michael Carey; Robert P. Carlsson; Timothy C. Carr; Michael A. Casler; Arnold M. Caufield Jr.; Fred C. Caufield; Peter Caufield; James Alton Cheney; Gary A. Chrisman; James H. Chrisman; Warren A. Chrisman; Wayne Orrie Chrisman; Christopher R. Claflin; Dean D. Clemons; Durrell Clemons; William J. Clerkin; LeRoy F. Coffie; Jeremiah Scott Cole; Meghan (Shifflett) Colvin; Bev (Olin) Comstock; James Keith Comstock; Paul Allen Cooper; Robert G. Cooper; Thomas Edward Cooper; David Cowan; John William Crandall Jr.; Phillip Richard Crandall; Charles J. Crary; James Eugene Crast; Larry Crast; Lonnie Crast; Jay Matthew Curry; Gordon Dana; Robert Dana; Richard P. Darby; Joseph A. DeLosh; Robert L. Dence Sr.; John G. Didden Jr.; Robert Dillabough; Jeffery P. Drake; David C. Ehresman; Robert K. Ellis; William Ralph Farmer; Bernie Felio; Joseph L. Ferreira

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

March 1, 2013
Photo: Helen Prescott Hastings

March is Women’s History Month 

Helen Prescott Hastings wrote and researched “A Little History of New York’s North Country” in the late 1970’s for her grandson, Joel Prescott Hastings. The purpose was to bring attention to areas, events, and people seldom acknowledged.  An abridged version of the original was edited by Dr. Warren Hollis and Jeanne McKown with art work by Barbara Bollinger. Her daughter Pat wrote, “In the fall of 1984, when Mom had only a few months to live, Dad and I took her for what she told us ahead of time would be her last car ride. She wanted to go “Up East.”  She was endlessly appreciative of the Sandy Creek area. In the dedication to Joel she wrote, “I have attempted to record a true history of this area, consulting every available history book and newspaper account since 1945. None of this history did I learn in school, and I am so happy that you will have the opportunity.” 

Helen Hastings book is available for sale at the History Center.

Marietta Holley, popular authoress of the nineteenth century, has been one of the best kept secrets in the field of American Literature. Called “a female Mark Twain,” because of similar wit and success as a writer, in 1887 she sold more books than Mark Twain. Holley used her character Samantha with much wisdom to humorously get her points across regarding women’s issues of the day. She dealt largely with the questions of suffrage, temperance, women’s right of economic dependence, lack of political power, double standards, traditional roles, and outright discrimination. 

We have some of her books on display in the glass case located in the meeting room at the town hall and some “old time” Valentines. Stop by. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

March 8, 2013

Photo: M/Sgt. Terry L. Hunter enlisted in the Air Force October 1984 and retired June 16, 2004. 
Sandy Creek News: 2004:  Hunter was the production Supervisor for the 703 Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska. After completion of basic training at Lackland AFB, Texas he attended technical school at Chanute AFB, Illinois, receiving training as a turbo prop specialist, where he was an honor graduate. Hunter was then assigned to Dyess AFB, Texas, in March 1985 as a turbo prop specialist on C-130 H aircraft in the 463rd Field Maintenance Squadron. While assigned to the flight line dispatch section he worked all scheduled and unscheduled maintenance of 52 assigned aircraft. September 1990, he was assigned to the 463rd Aircraft Generation Squadron, Dispatch Section, where he was responsible for engine maintenance on 13C-130 H aircraft. From July 1994-August 1996, he was assigned to the production flight line expediter responsible for 13 aircraft and 35 maintenance personnel. August 1996, he was reassigned to Nellis AFB, Nevada, 66th Rescue Squadron. Upon arrival he was assigned as the propulsion section flight chief. From July 1997-December 2000 he was assigned as a production supervisor responsible for all flight line maintenance on 16 assigned HH-60G aircraft. December 2000, he was reassigned to Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, 517 Airlift Squadron and placed in the production superintendent position responsible for 18 assigned C-130H aircraft until retirement.

The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Weekly I am adding names for our readers to check so please see if I have left anyone off and pick up a questionnaire if you need one.
We may only have a graduation pictures in many cases so a military or recent photo is a must! 

Hubert L. Foster, Ronald William Fox, Bruce E. Fraser, Duane C. Fraser, George D. Gaffney, Jr., Donald J. George, Clinton A. Gibbs Jr., Craig S. Gibbs, Richard Gibbs, William E. Gilbert, Timothy C. Goodenough, Stephen E. Gove, Peter Paul Grant, Phyllis E. Grant, Theo Edgar Grant, Stephanie A. Green,
Gene Greenfield, Douglas Wayne Hanley, Edward “Tony” A. Hanrahan, David Hayes, Edward J. Hart, Howard Wesley Harrison, Joseph J. Heath, Robert E. Heath, Christopher Hoag, Dave Hodge, John Allen Horth, William Howard, John T. Hunkins, Terry L. Hunter, Albert E. Johnston, Floyd David Johnston, Thomas William Jones, Maurice Edward Joyner, Gary E. Kastler, Michael C. Kastler, Bruce E. Killam, Patrick Christopher Kelly, Francis Kehoe, Harold D. Kimball, Timothy J. Kimball, Peter R. Knoeller, David Lake, James E. Lake, Robert L. Lake, David Lapham, Harold A. La Vere, Fred Le Clair, Daniel W. Leighton, Aaron Lindsey, Kenneth Lindsey, David L. Lizotte, Allie Look, Rodney Trent Lortie, Kevin J. Lortie, Joseph J. Lull

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

March 15, 2013

Photo: U. S. Naval Ship General Maurice Rose, courtesy of Freeman Cole
A February column highlighted John Munson’s military information which brought Freeman Cole into my office with information on the USNS General Morris Rose that he and John both served on. The USNS General Morris Rose was constructed in 1945 by the Bethlehem-Alameda Shipyard, Inc., Alameda, California. Sailing as a Navy troop transport she reached ports at San Diego, San Francisco, Ulithi, Leyte, Batangas, Manila, Yokohama, Okinawa, Pearl Harbor, Seattle and New York. May 1946, she was transferred to Army control at New York, and until August of that year underwent conversions to a peacetime transport. February 17, 1949 she was named in honor of Major General Maurice Rose, former commander of the Third Armored Division who was killed in action during World War II, March 31, 1945, near Paderborn, Germany. A twin-stack P-2 type ship, the Rose is 609 feet long, 75 feet wide, has a weight of 17,000 gross tons and a cruising speed of 19 knots. 

The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Weekly I am adding names for our readers to check so please see if I have left anyone off and pick up a questionnaire if you need one.
We may only have a graduation pictures in many cases so a military or recent photo is a must! 

Frank L. Manchester, Dean Martin, David Maurer, George T. Maurer, Timothy Maurer, Donald A. Maxwell, Donald Joseph Mc Chesney, Wayne Mc Dougal, Douglas McNitt, Charles A. Miles, Joe Miles, Peter Miles, Darrell C. Miller, Donald H. Miller, Greg Ralph Miller, Lawrence E. Miller, Ralph C. Miller, Stanley R. Miller, Steven D. Miller, Robert E. Minor, Francis  “Frank” W. Mitchell, John G. Monica, Timothy W. Morrie, Robert N. Mothersell, Dean P. Moyer, Louis Moyer, John Douglas Munson, Steve A. Nemier, Lawrence E. Norton, Richard W. Noyes, Jerry Nutting, Ronald Olin, Jack Maurice Ouderkirk, John “Jack” A. Parker, Michael Parker, Stuart Pearson, William Perkins, Robert “Brooks” Pfeiffer,  Michael Phelps, Lawrence E. Phillips, Levi E. Phillips, George N. Pierce,  Joshua Pitcher, John L. Poole, Clare William Porter, J. Henry Porter, Rodger L. Porter, Albert L. Potter, Carl M. Potter Jr., David Cyril Potter II, John Prescott, Peter Prescott, Allen Robert Presley, Jerry Richard Presley, Ron Presley, Seclinda Asta Presley, Walter Lyle Presley

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm weather permitting.

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

March 22, 2013

Photo: 1957 “Rail City Fire Department” equipment (photo courtesy of Robert Radford)
The Sandy Creek Central School Alumni are missing yearbooks from 2002-2005 and the following Graduation Programs: 1962; 1977; 1979; 1980; 1987; 1991; 1993; 1999 and 2010. Please contact my office or Maggie Kastler or just drop by the office and leave a copy. Thank you!

Richard Cooper came by the office this past week with Sandy Creek/Lacona information he found in old newspapers. Richard enjoys researching old newspapers and we are always thrilled to get the information.  We have copies of the Sandy Creek News but getting time to go page-by-page for interesting information would be a time consuming project we do not have time or volunteer staff to do. Thank you, Richard. 
The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Weekly I am adding names for our readers to check so please see if I have left anyone off and pick up a questionnaire if you need one.
We may only have a graduation pictures in many cases so a military or recent photo is a must! 

Robert J. Radford, Gerald Rattray, William Rattray, Richard J. Reed, Melvin Reid, Richard Richter, William Richter, Keith Ridgeway, Kelly Ridgeway, Paul R. Ridgeway, Paul E. Ridgeway, Bryan Rios, Ricardo Riostriado, George H. “Nick” Ripple, John Ripple, Leon E. Robbins, Daniel Bacon Roberts, Philip D. Rombach, Michael J. Rossman, Edward Rougeux, Robert Rudd, Larry G. Sanderson, Steve Sattler, John Odet Sayler, Dillon Schroeder, Lyle C. Shaffer, Meghan Colvin Shifflett, Peter Arnold Shirley, Paul A. Skufca, Bruce Slater, Vernon E. Slater, Lawrence H. Smith, Robert L. Smith, Winford Smith, Alan F. Snyder, Keith Reed Snyder, Scott M. Snyder, Richard L. Spencer, Michael Sperling, (Robert) Nick Sperling, Robert J. Stacy, Barry Stafford, Stanton P. Stafford, John Lloyd  Stedman, David E. Stevens, Douglas C. Stevens, Kristopher Stevens,  Nicholas A. Stevens, Seymour Stevens, Charles C. Stewart, Leonard E. Stiver, Gene A. Stowell, Laurence Stucky, Walter Syfert

It is entirely possible I do not have all the veterans’ names so please check the lists and call me. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

March 29, 2013

Photo: “Cagers”
The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Weekly I am adding names for our readers to check so please see if I have left anyone off and pick up a questionnaire if you need one.
We may only have graduation pictures in many cases so a military or recent photo is a must!
Clyde Taber, Kent R. Taber, John F. Tanner, Clifford W. Taylor Jr., Wilbur Tennant,  Edmund A. “Tommy” Thompson, Peter W. Thompson, Philip Thomas, Wayne D. Thompson, Lewis O. Ticknor Jr., Richard  O. Tiff, Steve Timmerman, Keith G. Tompkins, Earl (Douglas) Tryon Sr., Elvin R. Tryon Jr., Frederick H. Tryon, Lyle Tryon, Clifford E. Tubbs, Don Turo, Jim Turo, Ronald Paul Turo, Jeffery J. Van Brocklin, Joseph A. Van Brocklin, Michael Van Buren, John P. Van Ry, Howard Vance, John G. Vance

Theo Edgar Grant: Ted enlisted in the Air Force Aviation Cadets and trained to be a pilot in Texas, Georgia and Arizona. Over the course of his Air Force career he served in Texas, Florida, Massachusetts, Alabama, Mississippi, Iceland and Germany. He served as a Pilot, Instructor Pilot, Weapons Controller and Emergency Actions Officer. Towards the end of his career Ted attained the rank of Lt. Colonel. He served as an honor guard for President Eisenhower, who was departing on Air Force 1 “the Columbine” in the spring of 1955 in Georgia. In the fall of 1961 his crew was reviewed by President Kennedy at Otis AFB on Cape Cod. Ted was never engaged in the Korean Theater; however, during the Vietnam Era he trained Vietnamese pilots in the United States for duty in their homeland. He later worked in public education as an Industrial Arts Teacher, Counselor and an Assistant Principal. We do not have a decent picture to include with this military information.
Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.netI am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm       Charlene

Charlene Cole[image: image17.jpg]CAGERS—Sandy Creek Central school’s varsity team, which won the Oswego-
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

April 5, 2013

Photo: “Sandy’s Band”

Standing: Ira Rex Teachout, Leon Claflin, Ernie Claflin, Malcolm “Mac” Claflin. Seated: Noel Claflin and “Gerry” Geraldine Wells Claflin

188 years ago the population of the north part of Richland was deemed sufficient for a separate municipal organization and on the 24th day of March 1825, the Town of Sandy Creek was formed with its present boundaries by an act of the legislature. The first town meeting was held on the first Tuesday in May, 1825. In addition to electing officers such as Supervisor, Town Clerk and Assessors, it was voted to raise double the amount of school money raised by the State; to allow commissioners fifty cents per day for their services; to levy $250 for roads and bridges; to allow cattle to be free commoners; and to require a lawful fence to be five feet high.  The next year it was resolved that each path-master should be a fence-viewer and it seems that there were then thirty-two road districts in town. Nearly all the early town meetings were held at the house of Nathan Salisbury. The winter of 1806 and 1807 saw the first school that was taught by Mamrie Harding.

In 2009 I created a timeline of the history of Sandy Creek and Lacona which can be picked up at the town hall or History center. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm      Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

April 12, 2013

Photo: Kern Yerdon

“Kern was sent to Fort Sill, Oklahoma for basic training and advanced infantry training and remained there until December 1967. Following his training he was sent to Vietnam where he was assigned to the 184th Ordinance Battalion headquartered at PhuTai near QuinNhon. During his 8 months in Vietnam he was assigned to this base as a cook and infantryman. The mess hall he operated in served approximately 100 men each day; one of his responsibilities included transporting Vietnamese civilian workers back and forth to the city of QuinNhon. The trip was 20 miles each way and the city was controlled by South Korea and American soldiers. Because of the strict curfew and uncertainty of who were sympathetic to the Viet Cong the entry and exit to this town was particularly dangerous, especially at night. Kern recalls he had his bayonet affixed to his gun in case he had to subdue an adversary, as silence was essential. His unit had to take food at all hours of the day and night to the guards protecting the outer perimeter of the ammunition depot. This involved traveling three miles of winding dirt roads and being subject to frequent enemy fire.” 
The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Weekly I have been adding names for our readers to check so please see if I have left anyone off and pick up a questionnaire if you need one.
We may only have graduation pictures in many cases so a military or recent photo is a must! These names complete all the veterans we have identified to date. 

Howard Vance, John G. Vance, Tom Wallace, David Warner, Alan L. Wart, James Weisenburger, Larry Whaley, Sanford Wheeler, Howard Douglas “Doug” White, Norman A. White,  Reginald White, Ronald L. Wilder, Harvey William Whiting, Harold E. Wilcox, Jr., Tracy Wilcox, James Williams, Joyce Lynn Williams, Fred Williamson, Seth Willson, Chester James Wing, Andrew Yerdon, Danny L. Yerdon, Donald R. Yerdon,  Gary LeRoy Yerdon, Gerald Edward Yerdon, Herbert G. Yerdon, Kern A. Yerdon, Larry Roger Yerdon, Michael Gleason Yerdon, Stewart William Yerdon, Patrick J. Youker, Charles Zufelt, Dennis B. Zufelt, Richard D. Zufelt

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

April 19, 2013

Photo: William Ralph Farmer

William Farmer attended Sandy Creek Central School.  He served in the Navy from 1962-1968 and saw overseas duty during the “Bay of Pigs” in Cuba. The Sandy Creek News dated January 13, 1963: Farmer has been in the Naval Reserve for 16 months and will now serve active duty in the Navy. He served on the ship Eugene A. Green and says “ I travelled the world serving in Spain, Cape Town, Africa, Jamica and the Mediterranean.”

Note: During the Cuban Missile Crisis, leaders of the U.S. and the Soviet Union engaged in a tense, 13-day political and military standoff in October 1962 over the installation of nuclear-armed Soviet missiles on Cuba, just 90 miles from U.S. shores. In a TV address on October 22, 1962, President John Kennedy (1917-63) notified Americans about the presence of the missiles, explained his decision to enact a naval blockade around Cuba and made it clear the U.S. was prepared to use military force if necessary to neutralize this perceived threat to national security. Following this news, many people feared the world was on the brink of nuclear war. However, disaster was avoided when the U.S. agreed to Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev's (1894-1971) offer to remove the Cuban missiles in exchange for the U.S. promising not to invade Cuba. Kennedy also secretly agreed to remove U.S. missiles from Turkey.
Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

April 26, 2013

Photo: Sandy Creek Central School Baseball Team
Spring is finally here and its time for baseball. Left to right: back row: Tommy Tanner, Phil lee, Spence Cumming, Harlow Stevens and Avery Slater. Front row: John Crandall, Lewis Stoddard, Buster Jones, Hugh Birdslow, Burns Edick, unknown, and ____ Church. 

The ladies from the Outlook Club came for a visit on April 22. A brief history of the town and villages was given and some artifacts were shown and discussed. The Outlook Club was organized in 1938 and is celebrating 75 years. The club constitution states it “shall study literature, travel, home culture and subjects of current interests.” An example of topics the women presented in the past include:  The History and Organization of the Red Cross; Early American Cookery; Indian Legends; Women in War Work. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Historians’ Corner

May 3, 2013

Photo: Summerville Funeral Home

Sandford Wheeler researched many of the houses in the villages and he states this house was built in the late 1870’s for Charles W. Colony (1846-1919).  A news item dated April 15, 1886 – “C. W. Colony is erecting a carriage barn on his premises on Railroad Street.”  Prior to building this house Colony lived on Salisbury Street; the home of Gilbert E. Williams before it was moved across the street in 1960 for the Rt. 81 construction; the house in which their son Don Colony was born in 1874. Charles Colony’s first wife was Emma J. Tallman (1848-1913). His second wife was Anna Potter who died May 1955 in California at the home of her daughter.

During the time Don and Lillian (Trexel) Colony lived in this house on Railroad Street, the tragic death of their only daughter, Irene Bethyl Colony (1908-1928), a senior at Syracuse University and Homecoming Queen, behind the wheel of her automobile. Don became County Judge in 1928, before the death Bethyl. 

Other news items dated April 28, 1887 on the lantern invention of Charles W. Colony. May 20, 1926 – District Attorney D. A. Colony has set a row of Maple trees on the line between his property and the land owned by Harry Bush.

The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Research continues and a publication date of October 2013 is planned.

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

May 10, 2013

Photo: Three women out for a bicycle ride down South Main Street in front of the California Block, to the right is (Railroad Street) Harwood Drive. Belle Hoag, Hazel Hydorn and Louise Sargent.

Following is an interesting story worth sharing.

Mrs. Mary Dawley tells of Pioneer Days in this township. Mrs. Dawley is at the time of this news story 96 years old and is described as a “remarkably preserved woman just five feet tall and weighs about 80 pounds and possesses a pleasing personality as is as particular about her clothes as any woman many years her junior.” Mrs. Dawley lives in Syracuse and wears glasses only when reading, writing or sewing. She does all her own letter writing, her own washing and sewing and “pierced a quilt” the winter before. Although she has had the misfortune to break her left leg at three different times, she carries a cane only when walking out of doors as prevention against falling. 

Mrs. Dawley was born near Wheat Hill, in the Town of Sandy Creek. Her father was Jeremiah Cummings, who was also born in the Town of Sandy Creek. He served in the War of 1812. Her mother, Fanny Hazelton Cummings, was born in Vermont. 

Possessed of a clear memory, Mrs. Dawley recalled vividly events of the War of 1812 and the Indian raids as told to her by her mother. One experience she recalled came during the War of 1812 when her mother’s family lived in Selkirk when news came that the British were coming in boats to attack the village. All the men were away fighting and about 20 women, left alone in the settlement, ran behind a sand dune near the shore. One woman had a drum, another a fife on which they played martial music. Another woman clattered pots and pans. The British came close to shore but evidently, believing that a company of soldiers were drilling there left. 

Although her father was a well to do farmer, the children went bare foot in the summer season, as was the custom. Her mother made gaiters of cloth and had the shoemaker make soles for them. The family of 16 was to be supplied with foot ware from hides which had been purchased at the tannery. He would remain at the home until shoes and boots had been made for the entire family. After the wool had been sheared from the sheep and gone through the regular process of preparation, the tailor would come to the house and remain until the masculine portion of the family was fully equipped with warm, well made garments.  The hosiery worn by the family was prepared by the mother who knit woolen socks and stockings for the winter and knit cotton warp socks and stockings for summer ware. 

When Mrs. Dawley was 17, the family moved to Fulton, where they purchased a farm of 80 acres and in November of 1861, she married J. S. Dawley.
Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Historians’ Corner

May 17, 2013

Photo: By July 1925, the California Block site had been graded and landscaped to become the Sandy Creek Village Park. On the last day of the Centennial Celebration, July 5, 1925, the community gathered to hold a special religious service which included dedication of this memorial monument to the Veterans of all wars.
Memorial Day, Monday, May 27th, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service. Please take a moment to thank a veteran for their service to our country. 

Flag etiquette: Parading and Saluting the Flag: When carried in a procession, the flag should be to the right of the marchers. When other flags are carried, the flag of the United States may be centered in front of the others or carried to their right. When the flag passes in a procession, or when it is hoisted or lowered, all should face the flag and salute. The Salute: To salute, all persons come to attention. Those in uniform give the appropriate formal salute. Citizens not in uniform salute by placing their right hand over the heart and men with head cover should remove it and hold it to left shoulder, hand over the heart. Members of organizations in formation salute upon command of the person in charge. 
I don’t remember where I found this but it is appropriate for Memorial Day: 
It is the VETERAN, not the preacher, who has given us freedom of religion. 
It is the VETERAN, not the reporter, who has given us freedom of the press.
It is the VETERAN, not the poet, who has given us freedom of speech.
It is the VETERAN, not the campus organizer, who has given us freedom to assemble. 
It is the VETERAN, not the lawyer, who has given us the right to a fair trial. Thanksgiving is a day when we pause to give thanks for the things we have. Memorial Day is a day when we pause to give thanks to the people who fought for the things we have.

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Historians’ Corner

May 31, 2013

Photo: Larry G. Sanderson a Vietnam Veteran who served his country from 1967 to 1971. Larry graduated from Sandy Creek Central School in 1967 
Sandy Creek News: September 15, 1971:  Sgt. Sanderson receives Commendation Medal: “For meritorious achievement in connection with military operations against a hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 20 October 1970 to 18 January 1971 while serving as Assistant Intelligence Sergeant with Headquarters Battery, II Field Force Vietnam Artillery. Upon being assigned Sergeant Sanderson was assigned the task of supplying intelligence information to all artillery units subordinate to II Field Force Artillery which required many long hours. After the sudden loss of a fellow member of the section Sgt. Sanderson was assigned the task of Radar NCO in addition to his normal duties. Within a very short period of time Sgt. Sanderson was performing his newly assigned duties with an extreme minimum of supervision. Through exemplary imagination and initiative Sgt. Sanderson developed a concise comprehensive data system for reporting radar activity within Military Region 3. The demanding time consuming nature of Sgt. Sanderson’s duties required many hours of work in addition to normal duty hours. Regardless the time involved or the difficulty of the assigned task, he allowed no cutting of corners, always insisting on a complete, high quality project. Sgt. Sanderson’s dedication and devotion to duty and exemplary professionalism have been in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army.”

The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Research continues and a publication date of October 2013 is planned. Please get your information and current or military photographs in to me. In most cases we have graduation pictures like the one we have of Larry Sanderson.
Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
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Historians’ Corner

June 7, 2013

Photo: Starr Clark Tin Shop
I worked on the Freedom Trail Commission for a few years researching for grants that were written in hopes of saving the Starr Clark Tin Shop from demolition and was pleased to attend the grand opening a few weeks ago.
Starr Clark Tin Shop, Mexico, N.Y. The building at the intersection of state Routes 104 and 69 in the village of Mexico was a known site of abolitionist activity during the decades preceding the Civil War. It is a two-story wood-framed vernacular building built about 1827 and is believed to be the oldest mercantile building in Oswego County. The building’s exterior has been restored to appear as it did in the earliest known photograph. The foundation was rebuilt, front door was moved back to the center of the building, roof and windows were replaced, and the original white pine paneled walls and floors were restored. Its owner, Starr Clark, was a widely recognized abolitionist and supporter of the Underground Railroad. It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 2001. 
The Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and safe houses used by 19th-century black slaves in the United States to escape to free states and Canada with the aid of abolitionists and allies who were sympathetic to their cause. The term is also applied to the abolitionists, black and white, free and enslaved, who aided the fugitives. The network now generally known as the Underground Railroad was formed in the early 19th century, and reached its height between 1850 and 1860. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 
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Historians’ Corner

June 14, 2013

Photo: We recently found this in the files: Girl Braves Blizzard To Sell Telegrams. Blizzards and snow drifts mean nothing in the young life of Miss Blanche Bartels of Lacona, Telegram-American carrier. She covers routes in Lacona and Sandy Creek daily on her white mount. During the recent snow storm, when the countryside was snowbound, she braved the drifts to carry The Telegram to her customers.
At a recent awards assembly at Sandy Creek Central School Ashley Taplin and Chelsea Claflin were the recipients of the first Rita Carpenter Rombach Scholarship Fund. The two $1,000 awards were for Crouse Hospital School of Nursing and the other for LeMoyne College. 
Jeanne Van Auken donated 2 student desks and a school map rack containing pull down maps used by the students attending the Learned/Ballou School (1844-1947) on the Ouderkirk/Tryon Roads in memory of her husband, Arthur. This district school contracted with the Centralized District to teach its elementary pupils from 1947 until a State Education Department ruling compelled the district to merge with the Centralized District in 1963. (MKP)
D-Day: June 6, 1944, the day the Allied powers crossed the English Channel and landed on the beaches of Normandy, France, beginning the liberation of Western Europe from Nazi control during World War II. Within three months, the northern part of France would be freed and the invasion force would be preparing to enter Germany, where they would meet up with Soviet forces moving in from the east.

Though it did not go off exactly as planned, as later claimed by British Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery--for example, the Allies were able to land only fractions of the supplies and vehicles they had intended in France--D-Day was a decided success. By the end of June, the Allies had 850,000 men and 150,000 vehicles in Normandy and were poised to continue their march across Europe.

The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Research continues and a publication date of October 2013 is planned. Please get your information and current or military photographs in to me. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 
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Historians’ Corner

June 21, 2013

Photo: Sandy Creek Fair 1910
It is that time of the year again! The 156th Oswego County Fair will be held Wednesday, July 3- Sunday, July 7th at the Fairgrounds. The History Center will again have a booth at the Heritage Hall, located directly off Franklin Street. Our display will feature the Coterie Club as they celebrate 100 years. We also encourage veterans from 1960-current times to pick up a questionnaire and return it with a picture as soon as possible.

Heritage Building Events will include daily “Lost Crafts” such as weaving, spinning, tatting, crochet and chair canning; every day different towns and their history will be highlighted. Wednesday, July 3, will highlight Oswego City/Town, Volney, Granby, Minetto, Hannibal, Fulton and Schroeppel. Thursday, July 4, will be Constantia, West Monroe, Hastings, Mexico, New Haven, Scriba and Palermo. Friday, July 5 will be Albion, Boylston, Orwell, Parish, Redfield, Richland, Pulaski, Sandy Creek/Lacona, Williamstown, Osceola, Ellisburg and Florence. Saturday, July 6 is Half Shire Day and Sunday, July 7 is Military Day. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Historians’ Corner

June 28, 2013

Photo: Doctor  Robert Lewis Crocker.
The following information was gleaned from a research paper written by Nanette Hamer and Pauline Tanner and Landmarks of Oswego County/Family Sketches. A book about the local doctors is a future project.

In the history of the town there have been several father and son combinations in the medical field. The first one was Dr. James A. Thompson and his son, Dr. Allen L. Thompson. The Crockett family qualifies as the second instance with Dr. Samuel  J. Crockett, who belonged to the period from 1872 to 1906, and his son, Dr. Robert Lewis Crockett of the early 1900s. 

Dr. Robert L. Crockett was born in Sandy Creek on February 23, 1876. He was a graduate of Sandy Creek High School in 1894 and of Syracuse University in 1897. He practiced medicine in Sandy Creek until about 1911, when he moved to Oneida, but even after moving away, he continued a schedule which brought him to Sandy Creek at regular intervals. He was an ear, nose and throat specialist. Dr. Robert L. Crockett was a major in the Army Medical Corps in the First World War. He died in 1946.

Dr. Samuel Crockett, son of Hugh and Margaret (Boyd) was born in Baltimore, Maryland on January 19, 1837 and was a graduate of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia in 1866. He was a veteran of the Civil War. His biography in the Oswego County History says his medical education was interrupted when he enlisted as a cavalryman. He was in 34 battles and had six horses shot under him, but he himself was never wounded. However, he was taken prisoner and spent several months in a Rebel prison and his health never fully recovered after that ordeal. He first located in Oswego, remaining until 1872, when he removed to Sandy Creek. He died in Sandy Creek on March 23, 1906 at the age of 69 and is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. At the time of Dr. Samuel’s death, the Sandy Creek News commented that few men were better known throughout this section than Dr. Crockett and he was described as noble-minded, patriotic and conscientious in the discharge of his duty. 

Charlene Cole[image: image25.jpg]



Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

July 6, 2013

Photo: Sandy Creek/Lacona booth at the Oswego County Fair
How it rained during fair week! Many brave souls came out and visited Heritage Hall in spite of the heat and rain. We were able to showcase the work of the History Center including the abandoned cemeteries, the War of 1812, the 100th Anniversary of the Coterie Club and the new military book covering the years of 1960 to current times. We set up a Boylston section “In Memory” of  Boylston Historian Rita Rombach who died in January. A special thanks to Phyllis LeBeau, Irene Fuller and Sally Bettinger for sharing their time and knowledge answering questions and sharing information at the booth. I am grateful to Ray Cole, Phil Rombach and Jim Shutts who set up and dismantled the booth.

We were able to answer many questions and have queries to answer when we return to the office Friday. Janette V. Dunnigan, a life resident of Cleveland, was very interested in the history of Cleveland and Central, New York, recording and collecting articles and artifacts from the surrounding areas. A scrapbook on Sandy Creek/Lacona history was donated to the History Center in her name. Janette was careful to date the articles. Local people stopped by with information on the upcoming veteran’s book so all in all we had a successful week. 

This town has had many organizations but none have been in existence for 100 years. The Coterie Club has served their community since World War 1, and continues to do so. These members handed out brochures and answered questions about the Coterie Club at the County Fair: Nancy Ridgeway, Helen Clark, Shirley Hull, Nancy Soule, Sharon Halsey, Joyce Miles and Barbara DuPilka. The Coterie Club history is documented in a booklet that can be picked up at the town and village offices, the library and the bank. The poster-board will be on display at the village offices.

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm        Charlene
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Historians’ Corner

July 14, 2013

Photo: Pink House Inn, 6039 South Main Street (photo by Phyllis LeBeau)

Sanford Wheeler is credited with documenting the houses of the villages of Sandy Creek and Lacona. This house was built by Henry Taylor who was listed in the village census of 1878. Henry died May 29, 1923 at the State Hospital at Ogdensburg, the funeral was officiated by Rev. T. T. Davies at the Taylor home (Nye house) on South Main Street. The 1864 map does not show the house but it appears on the 1889 map as owned by Dr. J. Lyman and Frances M. (Seeley) Bulkley. Taylor’s obituary says he was for years engaged in the jewelry business. 

Sandy Creek News: February 3, 1903: Attorney H. Louis Wallace purchased the residence of E. R. Dorland, formerly the home of Dr. J. Lyman Bulkley and Dorland will take the Wallace residence on East First Street. The newspaper reported, April 16, 1903, “H. Louis Wallace and E. A. Dorland are busy changing residence this week. September 10, 1914, the paper reported, Wallace is adding a fine large porch to the front and one side of his residence on South Main Street. The work is being done by Charles E. Woodard and George Chrisman.

Other owners of the property were Charles “Bud” LaShomb, Mrs. Flora Smith and George F. Sadowski. Today, Pat Hiltebeitel, owns the property.

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene
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Historians’ Corner

July 21, 2013

Photo: Baptist Ice Cream Parlor ca. 1910

The 156th Oswego County Fair is over but I found this interesting article in the Sandy Creek News and re-print it here.

Extra: Wednesday, September 13, 1871: This issue has been published in order to make full and immediate Fair reports in advance of any other paper. Thinking that it will meet with favor, we place it before the public. Already at this early hour (9 a.m.) people are flocking into grounds, making entries, and preparing for the work to come. Over 100 membership tickets have been purchased. The grounds look well. During the past year, improvements have been made on a grand scale. The track has been lengthened, a new judge’s stand has been erected, the Floral Hall has been enlarged by the addition of a wing, a new fence has been built on the north side and things have been spruced up generally. There is, of course, a neck breaking machine on the ground! It is a circular swing. The balloonists, Prof. Squire and Nellie Thurston, are present. The balloon and apparatus are in good order, the ascension taking place tomorrow at 4 p. m.

There are a number of beautiful ladies present, the kind that does one good to look at. Rosy cheeks and bright eyes are refreshing. A number of young ladies wear calico dresses on the fairgrounds. They looked none the less beautiful by reason thereof, and many compliments and remarks were made. 

The flag floats at the pole, its bright folds streaming in the wind, reminding au that its stripes and stars are the emblems of freedom. 

The exhibition opens favorably, the entries being large and of great variety. Up to noon today the sale of tickets, membership and single, amounted to nearly $650. The number of entries reaches to good figure of 294. 

On the grounds the first object that meets our view is a couple of circular swings, filled with ladies and gentlemen who seem to be enjoying the rapid motion. Entering Floral Hall from the north, the sweet strains of the organ greet the ear. The Miscellaneous & Discretionary Department was well filled with an assortment of needlework, socks, yarn, cloths, together with quilts, spreads, underclothing, etc.  A large quantity of breads and biscuits show that the wives and daughters of this section are good cooks and housekeepers, one of the finest compliments a lady can be paid. Patronize the Ladies Aid Society’s refreshment stand and dining hall on the fair grounds. Their object is to raise funds to pay off the debt on the Baptist parsonage. 

Bill of fare: roast beef, roast lamb, roast chicken, pork and beans, oysters, ham sandwiches, herrings, mince/apple/pumpkin pie, rice pudding, sponge cake, gingerbread, cookies, crackers, coffee, tea, lemonade, candy, apples, peaches, grapes, pears, figs, raisins, brazil nuts, English walnuts, peanuts, etc. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

Charlene Cole
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Historians’ Corner

August 2, 2013

Photo: Families at the beach
The late George Corse wrote a column for the Sandy Creek News for over 30 years. It began under the heading of “B. A. Loney” and soon changed to “As I See It” which he continued until his death in 1962.  His column was one of the most widely read and appreciated of any features printed in the News. This column covered the three day celebration to commemorate July 4th at Sandy Pond and George consulted Uncle Jubal to find out how folks celebrated July 4th at the Pond and at the Outlet back in the first Teddy Roosevelt administration. Jubal was a bit hazy about any specific one until Aunt Mindy reminded him that “The best one wuz the year the cows et leeks and spoiled a hull mess of milk at the cheese factory.” At that Jubal lit up his corn cob pipe, loaded with “half and half” (half Warnick and half brown) and between us, here’s the story….

Fourth of July was a big day with all the small fry. Fireworks was meager among farm folks and on the night before a package of fireworks was brought home from town and the small boy’s eyes popped, for there was a sky rocket, three or four Roman candles, a pinwheel, usually three bunches of firecrackers, a cap pistol and a half dozen boxes of caps. Excited youngsters woke up very early the next morning and salutes were early rendered amid the agonized squawks of hapless young roosters who were about to become fried chicken. Chores being done the family loaded up the buggy with a basket of sandwiches, milk pan of baked beans, cans of cold tea, lemons for lemonade and a bag of hay for the horses, and a small boy was permitted to take his cap pistol and one bunch of firecrackers. The sand in the road was deep and rose in clouds, and over hills that were hills, the family finally sighted the lake, and thence down the upper road to the old Outlet House, then operated by Frank Goodrich. The grounds were well kept, there were two big swings and a squeaky pump that brought cold water from a deep well, tables under the trees on the west side and to the south were parked buggies, democrat wagons, hayracks, surries, canopy tops and even dog carts.”

The small boy started to fire off his one and only bunch of firecrackers and his joy ended in an agonized bellow when a chance spark ignited the bunch, but Frank Goodrich came in to the rescue and gave the boy another bunch, which made him happy once more. There was the pleasure of swinging the latest juvenile flame, fishing from the bridge and finally the women-folks had the tables laid, the prayer was offered and the small boy emerged well stuffed – pickles, fried chicken or chicken pie, beans, a whole variety of cakes, as much lemonade as he could hold. After dinner the older folks visited, and when it was thought safe, the expedition to the beach began. Usually someone had the foresight to bring a ball and bat and the men and older boys chose up sides. There was the usual three-legged races, running broad jumps and other stunts, and finally, the beach and bathing.”

Nowadays, beautifully shaped mermaids, well dressed in their scanties are an adornment to the lakeside, but this was back when so called modesty caused the dainty ladies to go up the beach and go in wading clear to their ankles, while the bolder “hussies” as they were called, came out from behind the bushes adorned in voluminous bloomers that would hold the most buxom “stern sheets” and still be droopy when soaked up with about six gallons of lake water. They swam, sank or floundered, equipped with middy-blouse, bloomers, stockings, bathing shoes, water wings and other accessories. Mindy floundered a few strokes herself, while shocked mammas looked on from black umbrellas to keep off the tan.

Uncle Jubal was a sport too, yes he was, his bathing trunks hung to his knees, and the striped jersey with a turtle neck looked positively daring as Jubal gallivanted up and down the beach and finally took a few belly-whackers off the log and showed the ladies the latest breast stroke, whereupon he floundered about like a half-drowned duck in a thunderstorm, came up for air with his handle-bar mustache oozing. 

Well, soon fathers began looking at their watches, muttering about milking time and the unwilling, tired and sunburned small boy was rounded up and the cavalcade headed home, having spent a glorious day at Sandy Pond to go home and fire the sky rocket and roman candle, or see Pa do it. 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 
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Historians’ Corner

August 9, 2013

Photo: Two bathers at Sandy Pond
O.E. Bartlett printed this warning in the Sandy Creek News on September 2, 1912.

A Warning: Take time to read and escape drowning in the breakers: This message is from an old surf man who earnestly desires to prevent the recurrence of drowning accidents in the breakers upon our shores. At three different times in the last few years death has seized its victim while the unfortunate was bathing in the breakers upon this shore. During high westerly winds, or at times when several lines of breakers are rolling in, bathing is rendered dangerous by the undertow, or undercurrent. The danger increases as the wind increases. When the wind blows hard from off the lake, bathers should not venture where the water is above the knees while between the waves. Being anxious that every visitor to our pleasant shores may enjoy in safety all of the pleasures incident to bathing in the clear waters of our great lake, we will continue to trust that this timely warning may keep the readers from sinking beneath the surface while the breakers roar, “We have caught another victim.”

Orville Eugene Bartlett was the son of Perry and Elvira Bartlett and for 40 years was proprietor of the Lake Shore House (Outlet House). In an article titled Development of Sandy Pond Resort Area – Growth of Resort the Outlet House is documented. “When early picnic parties from Sandy Creek went to the Lake they often drove by horse and carriage to the Outlet. This was at the junction of North and South Ponds and so called because it was near where the outlet from the pond into the lake was then located. A house stood here, known as the Outlet House and operated in the early days by Leander Learned. About 1872, Jacob Best, uncle of Captain George Best, bought the Outlet House from Arnold Clark who then owned it. It was later purchased and operated by Eugene Bartlett. Others who ran the Outlet House were Byron Bassinger and Andrew Nash, Carl Wimple and Frank Tryon. The Syracuse YMCA purchased the property after Mr. Tryon was drowned and operated as a summer camp for boys on this site for several years. Later, the property was purchased by Donald Munroe who had torn down the old Outlet House with the exception of a small section suitable for a cottage.

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
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Photo:  “The Brick House”

The Brick House on North Main Street in the Village of Sandy Creek was constructed about 1872 by Samuel H. Sadler who was a professional mason (bricklayer).  A former slave, Henry Roberts, helped him and Harvey A. Clark, a carpenter and woodworker, made the Italianate wooden lintels, porch posts and eave brackets. 

The Sadler house is located on the east side of Main Street in the village of Sandy Creek just north of the Sandy Creek Historic District and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

I have several abandoned cemeteries that I want to plant this fall with perennials and as people work their gardens this fall and are dividing perennials consider sharing plants for these cemeteries. Call my office and I can pick them up or you can drop them off at the town hall. Thanks so much.

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 
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Photo: World War II veterans 2005
The H. Lee White Museum in Oswego will celebrate the 70th Anniversary of the LT-Tug on August 25th and are inviting WW II veterans of Oswego County to join them. I sent in these names in hopes I have  all the men/women so if I left anyone out please call me…..Herbert Miller, Glen Waful, George Blount, Jack and Stratt Killam, Margaret Kastler, Oscar Grossman, Vic Potish, Chester Lincoln and Paul Fuller.

The upcoming Veterans Book documents veterans serving their country from 1960 to current times. Research continues and a publication date of October 2013 is planned. Please get your information and current or military photographs in to me. In most cases we only have graduation pictures.

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 
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Photo: Snackery 1957
 (today the site of Tops)
Our focus this fall is on planting flowers in several of our abandoned cemeteries. (Stevens, Scripture, Noyes and Barnard) The existing grave markers in all our cemeteries read like a Who’s Who in Sandy Creek/Lacona history showcasing the contributions of many people who came before us. Cemeteries have been compared to open-air museums. Accordingly, an observant stroll through a graveyard provides information on past families, communities, and belief systems. Please be respectful as you visit our cemeteries and take photographs, not rubbings as it damages fragile inscriptions. The History Center offers to take photos of gravestones for researchers and have documented all abandoned graveyards in books that include a photo of all gravestones and family history as it pertains to our town history. Veterans buried at the 6 abandoned cemeteries number 19.

Cemetery fall flowers and bulbs….I am grateful to my husband for his help in getting perennials for Stevens and Scripture Cemeteries and getting them planted. We planted drought tolerant, full sun, deer resistant flowers and that can survive winters up to 30 degrees below zero. (petite pink bee balm, yellow tickseed  and another small flowering plant, all will spread. ) I have yet to get fall bulbs and find that moles love tulip bulbs so we will stick with daffodils, crocus and hyacinths. There are “day” lilies planted in behind the boxes which we left as they were growing so well already. Noyes and Barnard/North Road will get shade tolerant plants (they are in the shade most of the day) and all the cemeteries will get some fall bulbs and hosta.  Thanks to Sandy Beesaw who shared hosta from her garden. 

A special thanks to Margaret Kastler who for many years planted and watered annuals. The cemeteries always look great because of her work but it is now time for Mother Nature to take over!

1960 – Current Military Book: The book cover has been created and the book will debut at the Lacona VFW on Sunday, November 10 at 1pm. The last day to submit information or make changes will be October 18. 

Sandy Creek History Center has a new web site (www.sandycreeknyhistory.com/) 

Contact me by phone 387-5654x7 or e-mail:  schistorian@frontiernet.net
I am in my office every Friday from 9 am to 3 pm 

