Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

January 4, 2005

PHOTO: George W. Presley “Dealer in all kinds of cement blocks for chimney and building purposes for sale at Lacona, N. Y. ” photo taken between 1912 and 1913. 

The bearded gentleman to the left in the photo is the father of George Washington Presley who is at the far right of the photo. George was a life-long working mason who eventually specialized in using the cement components for which he held the area franchise. He also had business outlets on North Park Street in Adams and in Henderson.  It is said he built the Stevens Milling Company, the Hastings Block later the Blount Lumber Company office (now Samaritan Family Health Center, Demott St), the Baptist Church, Mrs. Louise Sievers House (across from Baptist Church), Country Pets & Farm Supply, Dick Turo building (across from the Library), as well as houses in Watertown, Henderson, Woodville, Adams and Lacona.  George is resting his arm on a pile of newly cast “20th century blocks.” The Sandy Creek History Center has one of the cement block makers at the town hall, which was donated to the town by Bob Green who used to own Ribstone Silo.

The Village of Lacona is celebrating 125 years and we, Irene Fuller and I, are researching and typing the book right now. We are looking for early family genealogies, photographs of people, places, and businesses and as much oral history as possible. Contact Irene or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

Phyllis LeBeau and I are almost ready to start typing the World War II book. Do we have your veterans information? Get it to us at the History Center as soon as possible, please! We hope to have the prototype ready for your review by the Oswego County Fair in July.

My winter office hours are Wednesday and Friday mornings depending on the weather. Please feel free to stop by or leave a message at 387-5456 x 7 and I will return your call. 
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Historians’ Corner

PHOTO: H. S. Killam and Sons, today Ontario Tire

When I write these columns I find an interesting photo from the archives, research the photo, and if need be, contact my local experts for more information before I write the column. I want to take this opportunity to thank some of these “experts”…. Margaret Kastler, Jack and Stratton Killam, Pauline Tanner, Norm Widrig, Sally Bettinger, Jack and Bonnie Parker, Marie Parsons, my volunteers, the Coterie Club and many others who identify photos or connect me to people who can. 

To get more information on this photo I contacted Jack and Stratton Killam. Hugh S. Killam was the brother of local photographer Tracy Killam and father to Stratton and Jack Killam. This building was probably built around 1918 and is today the Ontario Tire Building on South Main Street across from the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library. To the left of the building was the Masonic Temple and to the right was the Sharkey Helbock gas station, today the Silver Mine Bar.  

It is so important to accurately identify all photos in the archives and I count on residents and readers to help where they can. To create an easy access index to the photo collection it is important to identify each photo accurately and include provenance when possible. 

While researching the World War II book we came across the name of Dr. J. Frederick Huntington and are looking for more information on his practice, a photo or family information, please contact me at 387-5456 x 7. There is still time to get your information in for the World War II book. Veterans who live in Sandy Creek/Boylston, were born here, graduated from Sandy Creek High School, or worked here, belong in this history book. We need a photo, oral history and any pertinent data on your military career. Call me or stop by to get a form to fill out. The purpose of this and all books created by the History Center is to preserve the history of our town and its residents for our children and grandchildren. 

Research for the next series of Military history books is underway for the period after World War II to the Vietnam War. The research for these books is a one and a half to two year process so it isn’t too soon to begin. Stop by and pick up a form or call and I will mail one to you!

The past few years the History Center has held a community luncheon in conjunction with the annual Try-It Race. This year it may be canceled due to lack of snow. 
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PHOTO: This photo, taken by Tracy Killam, came from the collection of Ralph H. and Ruth (Ellis) Smith. All participants have been named and the photo dates to 1945. 

I contacted Sally Bettinger and confirmed that the photo was taken in the Sandy Creek Grange (the old Allen Opera House) before it was razed for construction of Route 81. These Sandy Creek Grange members put on a program for the Oswego County Pomona Grange and it was so well received that they were asked to present it at the County Fair that year. Pictured are: Soloist-Carl Ellis, Best Man-Buster Jones, Groom-George Bacon, Bride-Willard Rowsan, Flower boy-Jesse Franklin, Minister-Paul Woodard, Bridesmaid-Ralph Bettinger, Mother-John Griffin, Bridesmaid-Ray Abbott, Father-Glenn LeClair, Bridesmaid-Harwood Chrissman  

The Grange is the oldest, strongest and best-equipped farmer’s organization in this country. For nearly half a century, it was a militant force working for the protection and betterment of the farmer and his family, and for the fostering and encouragement of the industry of agriculture. No one force has, in the past, done so much to improve the condition of the farmer. In many communities it was the farmers’ social center. 

The 2004-2005 Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant project has been completed a full six months ahead of time. The environmental controls for the fire-safe room have been installed, the extra shelving is in and gives me easier access to heavy record boxes and the microfilm storage unit has been purchased. 

We have been notified that we will receive the Arts and Culture for Oswego County 2005 Decentralized Grant for “Community Heritage Day 2005” and plans are under way for another successful event. Our success last year was due to community involvement and the work of many volunteers. We look forward to working with local organizations and encourage community involvement. 

Jack Parker called my office right after he read my column on George Washington Presley and the cement block company he ran in Lacona. The building on DeMott Street, which was built by Presley in 1912-1913 for E. M. Hastings, later became the office of Blount Lumber Company. I will include a photo of the building in a future column.

The Lacona History Book is being researched now and as always we are looking for information and photographs. These business places are listed in the Centennial Souvenir History 1925 and more information is needed. 

Dry Goods-Stevens & Nutting, Mrs. Sylvia Ackerman and N. W. Wright

Grocers- A. R. Wagner, A & P Store, Snyder & Fuller and Dan Snyder

Furniture and Undertaking- F. S. Pratt

Restaurants- Yattaw & Carter, F. I. Guy

Garages- Leon Bortels, Miles and Nemier, Myers & Thompson and   Fred Austen, Jr. 

Druggist- N. G. Wheeler

Jeweler- William Farrand

Hardware- F. L. Archer

Grist Mill- Stevens Milling & Feed Co.

Men’s Furnishings- Reuben Sabalowitz

Hotel- Back

Shoe Repair Shop- Dan Brinklow

Barbers- Wilson Eager, Frank Hale

Millinery- Mrs. Blanche Taylor

Flooring & Lumber-  Blount Lumber Co. 

Building Supplies- F. A. Montanye

Sandy Creek Oil & Gas. Co., Ltd.

Harness Shop- Archie Hough

Bicycle Shop- Foster Doneburg

Photographer- Husted Gallery

I am looking for photographs and information on all of the above.
       

I also need information on the Hi-Way Diner that was 1 mile south on Route 11 in Sandy Creek!

My winter office hours are Wednesday and Friday mornings depending on the weather. I am usually in my office but, if not, leave a message and I will return your call. (387-5456 x 7) 

January 25, 2005
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PHOTO: Blount Lumber Company Office on DeMott Street about 1939.

This building on DeMott Street in Lacona, which was built in 1912-13 by George W. Presley for the late E. M. Hastings, is pictured about 1939 some years after it had become the office of the Blount Lumber Company. This building was torn down and today the Samaritan Family Health Center is on that site. 

Jack Parker and Ron Daley called with information on Blount Lumber Company after the January 4th column on George Washington Presley and his cement block company in Lacona. Nellie Whiting, who worked at Blount Lumber Company for 43 years, said the business began in 1894.  This past summer I met George Blount at the county fair and he shared memories of the company and his families’ early ties to this town. I am looking for more pictures and oral history on the workers and company for the history files. 

Artifacts from local buildings in the Town of Sandy Creek are a part of the collections in the History Center. We have the old shutters from the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library, corbels from the porch on the little house next door to Summerville Funeral Home which was Dr. Douglas’s office (grandfather of Douglas Holyoke) saved by Margaret Kastler, parts from a barn on Harwood Drive showing “peg” construction next door to Pauline Tanners’, recently donated by Don Marquart, the corbel from the barber shop owned and operated by Gib Roberts, son of Civil War Veteran Henry Roberts (the building stood next to Sancona where Turo’s used car lot is today) and many of you have probably seen the 1888 Oswego County Fair sign. However, we are in need of identifying where the “Brick Inn” was so I can properly catalogue the sign. 

The Try-It Race and the community luncheon has been rescheduled to January 29 and plans are being made to hold it at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. This is a perfect opportunity to visit the History Center, see the progress we have made and enjoy the history displays for our Veterans. The World War II book is being typed and pages are ready for review and corrections for Veterans with surnames Alexander through Chamberlain and including the women veterans Desmarias, Gregory, Hann, Hoag, Kerns, Lawrence, Miles, Presley, Sutton, Tifft, Timmerman, White and Williams. 

Please, if you have artifacts, scrapbooks, photographs, diaries, anything pertaining to Sandy Creek history or families bring them by my office, I’d love to see them and if possible make a copy for our files. I am grateful for any and all information, oral history and photographs to accurately expand the history files for future generations.

My winter hours are Wednesday and Friday mornings unless the weather is bad. 

February 1, 2005
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PHOTO: This photo was brought to the History Center by Carol Yerdon of Redfield to be copied and shows the Mead, DeLong, Crandall, Yerdon Family 

This photo is like so many family photos. They are found, cherished and in many cases unidentified. Carol brought this to us to be copied because her Grandmother was so fond of it. Some of the people were only identified as Great-grandpa DeLong, Grandpa Foster Mead’s mother, Grandma Alta Mead’s father, and so on. We all have pictures that are identified as “Grandmother Cole.” But questions abound like which Grandmother Cole? What was her maiden name? Was this photo taken on a special occasion? 

This is a photo from the Yerdon family file and shows two-four generation groups in one photo. After researching the history files we were able to fill in the blanks in time for her grandmother to share stories and give valuable insight into the lives of these people. Also, the photo was said to be c. 1905 but is more likely c. 1911 because of the two little girls’ ages. The Crandall and Mead’s were two pioneer families that were instrumental in the settlement of Sandy Creek and their descendants still reside in the area, including me!

On the left, back row is grandpa (Newman) Foster Mead (1888-1977) who was born in Sandy Creek, and married 1. Alta Omeda Crandall (1889-1929) on May 21, 1908. He married 2nd, Sarah Porter on August 1936. Next to Foster is his mother, Alice DeLong Mead (1866-1967), daughter of Philander DeLong who is seated in front of them holding Meryl Mead (b. 1908), daughter of Foster and Alta Mead. 

Next to Alice DeLong Mead is Alta Omeda Crandall Mead, Foster’s 1st wife and next to Alta is her father John W. Crandall and in front of them is Joseph Crandall, father of John, who is holding Evelyn Mead (b. 1910), second daughter of Foster and Alta Mead.

Please properly store and identify all family photos. Make time to talk to a relative about your family history before it is too late. 

Quite by accident I found my husband’s first cousin in Sandy Creek, Colleen Donahue Meyers. Since taking the historians’ position I have had to forgo my own family research, so I did not know she lived here. My mother-in-law was one of five children and the only one adopted by a family from the orphanage. Her adoptive family moved away and it was years before the reunion of Donahue children occurred. I will be able to share my research with Colleen and she is anxious to pick up where I left off. We never know when or where a family connection will be made or a genealogy puzzle will be solved but when it happens it is always fun. 

I’ve had a great week, I’ve made two family connections this week alone!

I have started typing the World War II book and have the veteran’s pages in a notebook outside of the Town Clerk’s office at the town hall. Please stop by to look at the pages, make corrections or add information. I have the veterans typed through Gardner. As I continue the process more soldiers will be added so keep checking! In some cases we do not know whom to contact for veterans information. Any help is greatly appreciated to ensure the preservation of the military history of the men who fought in defense of freedom! Thank you.

I am in my office Wednesday and Friday mornings or call and leave a message and I will return your call. 387-5456 x 7.

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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On January 29th the History Center and friends put on a soup and bread luncheon for the Try-It Racers at the town hall. We wish to thank these people for their contributions to the event: J & R Diner, Sandy Creek Diner, Margaret Kastler, Betty Atkinson, Phyllis LeBeau, Jim and Penny Shutts, Shawn Doyle, Sally Turo, Jill Mattison, Shirley Rice, Carol and Gary Sweeney, Tammy Miller, Celestine Kerr, Pauline Tanner, Nancy Ridgeway, Sharon Halsey, Charolette Reed, and Pat McCullough.

I have started typing the World War II book and have the veteran’s pages in a notebook outside of the Town Clerk’s office at the town hall. Please stop by to look at the pages, make corrections or add information. Any help is greatly appreciated to ensure the preservation of the military history of the men who fought in defense of freedom! If you know of a veteran who was born, graduated, enlisted from, moved to or was buried in Sandy Creek, we need their information, a photo and oral history. Forms are available at the town hall. Thank you. Elwin Kersey came by with his military records and brought in information on Melvin Nemier and Harvey Sayler. 

Phyllis LeBeau found an interesting article on Cpl. William Fuller. He said, “I was flying in the leading formation of B-29’s over the battleship Missouri during the signing of the of the peace terms on the second (September 2). So many interesting stories like these will be covered in the World War II book. Lucius Salisbury will write an article for the book on his grandfather who served in World War I and World War II. I talked to Al Johnston this past week about the men at the VFW Post helping with this book. 

Ellen Presley Wild was a faithful reader of this column and would often call to relay some information or share a story. She recently died at the age of 90 and will be missed by everyone who knew her. 

I am in my office Wednesday and Friday mornings or call and leave a message and I will return your call. 387-5456 x 7.

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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Historians’ Corner

PHOTO: People’s Oil and Fuel Station, Lacona

While Irene Fuller was researching businesses in Lacona for the Lacona book when she came across this photo. It was a “find” because no one seems to know anything about this business. Richard and Jane Locke stopped by Heritage Day 2004 and gave the History Center a 36” high and 32” wide container with the “Peoples Oil and Fuel Company, Lacona, NY” advertisement on the front. I questioned then if this a division of Sandy Creek Oil and Gas (mentioned in the 1925 Souvenir History of Sandy Creek) that was also located in Lacona or maybe Lacona Gas and Supply? Does anyone know?  

I have more Lacona questions...Barnard’s Grocery (c. 1953), Farrand’s Department Store (c.1939), Johnnie’s Lunch (c.1946, John Bodway, Prop.), G. Zahler and Sons “Edelweiss Brand Cheese” on sale at farm (c. 1948)????

Any information and photos, call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

Peter Scheidel is remodeling the house at 6045 South Main Street and is finding treasurers. He has dropped off several tin types to be copied and a metal plaque that reads, “Died March 6, 1898, Anna Ashcroft, age (?)18 years 8 months.” Margaret Kastler and I researched the house and found that Sanford Wheeler wrote, “Mrs. Cora S. Ashcroft (1875-1928) came to Sandy Creek about 1898 to care for her aunt, Mrs. Polly Cornwell. The Cornwell home was given to Cora for the care of her aunt and she continued to reside there keeping a boarding house.” 

Polly Cornwell (Mrs. Frances Cornwell) was born in Lorraine, NY in 1818, married Nelson Muzzy in 1846, lived on the farm next to Olin Cornwell. Polly was the step-mother of Olin Cornwell who was the father of Alfred L. Cornwell who became the President and Chairman of the Board of Woolworths. Polly Cornwell moved into the village in 1870.

In a past column I asked for information of Dr. Huntington. While looking for something else, which is how it always happens, Phyllis LeBeau found an obituary on him dated February 15, 1943. Dr. J. Frederick Huntington, was a well-known local dental surgeon, who died at his home on North Main Street, Sandy Creek of a heart attack. He had been a resident of this community for about five years, having established an office and residence in the former Baptist parsonage on North Main Street, which he had remodeled and modernized. 

This past week Shawn Doyle and I have lost another dear friend, David Riley, Vice President of Half-Shire Historical Society. David worked at Heritage Hall during the Oswego County Fair every year, organizing the farm tool display and “manning” the building every night from 6-9pm. He was a shy, quiet man and never had a bad thing to say about anyone. His friendship and warm smile will be missed by all who knew him, especially Shawn and I.  
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Photo: Sandy Creek second grade students  c. 1925

These second grade students were named by Bob Obleman, Jack Killam and Margaret Kastler. Only a few remain unnamed.

First row, left to right: Bruce Barker, Bud Thompson, Floyd or Ernie Slater,?, ?, Rex Moore, Betty Wheeler. Second row, left to right: Raymond (?) Miles, Maurice Miles, Bob Obleman, Sarah Belle Sabvicht, Rod Back, Emma Daily, Nelson Miles. Third row, left to right: Maude Briggs, Margaret Stevens, Ella Fuller, Marion Hadley, Olive Scranton, Mrs. Madge Birdston, ?, Pat Prescott, Fred Bettinger. 

Anyone with information on missing names or misspelled names is encouraged to contact me at 387-5456 x 7. We are always looking for school photos, unidentified or interesting photos for this column and would encourage readers to share a photo or bit of history. 

The research and writing of the Lacona History book for the 125 Anniversary of the Village continues and I thought it would be fun to invite interested people to help name the book. The contest “Name that book!” entries are available at the town hall, the village office and the library. I have listed four titles but would encourage your suggestions! After the name of the book is chosen all entries will be put in a drawing to win a free copy of the book. 

Research for the next series of Military history books is underway for the period after World War II to the Vietnam War. The research for these books is a one and a half to two year process so it isn’t too soon to begin. Forms are available by mail or by stopping by the office. 

There is still time to get your information in for the World War II book. Veterans who live in Sandy Creek/Boylston, were born here, graduated from Sandy Creek High School, or worked here, belong in this history book. We need a photo, oral history and any pertinent data on your military career. Call me or stop by to get a form to fill out. 

The purpose of the military book series, the Lacona book and all other books created by the History Center is to preserve the history of our town and its residents for our children and grandchildren. 

I am in my office Wednesday and Friday mornings or call and leave a message and I will return your call ASAP! 387-5456 x 7.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

March 1, 2005

PHOTO: Lacona Fire Hall, Jail can be seen to the rear of the building on the far left. 

How many of us knew about the jail located behind the Lacona Fire Hall? This news clip appeared in the Sandy Creek News, Wednesday July 3, 1946. Village Lock-up To be remodeled into House! 

The Lacona village lock-up, a small one-story building located on the creek bank in the rear of the Lacona Fire Hall and unused now for many years, was purchased by Schuyler Shoecraft who has moved it across the street and a short distance east to his home property. It is understood that Mr. Shoecraft plans to remodel this and a small garage, already on the lot, into a house.

Although it is not on record that the lock-up was ever used to house any very desperate criminal but rather was used to house occasional vagrants and drunks, it was fitted with bars calculated to make breaking out a difficult business. 

According to Gene Reynolds in his History of the Lacona Fire Department, “this house was the original Lacona Village lock-up and stood behind the former Lacona Fire Hall (later Ribstone Offices) on the creek bank. This building was moved in the mid-1940s by Schuyler Shoecraft to the site next to his own residence.”

The house is presently occupied by Dicia Briggs Whipple.

This and other interesting historical facts will be included in the history of Lacona book. 

Thank you to Gary Sweeney for his recent donations of a Sandy Creek Fair fan dated August 1913 and a very interesting advertisement from A. Hamlin of Sandy Creek who apparently sold pianos and organs.

The Sandy Creek Fair, August 19-22, 1913, is a cardboard, hand held fan that lists the fair officers: President, C. N. Ackerman; Secretary, O. F. Whitford; Treasurer, Benjamin D. Jones and General Superintendent, C. W. Colony. It boasts that the fair is  “The place to meet all your friends and the celebrated LOGA TROUPE of five people will appear twice daily!”

We are very curious about the A. Hamlin advertisement and are looking for any information on Mr. Hamlin or his piano/organ store such as location and dates of operation. Call Gary or my office. 

Have you picked up your entry for the Lacona “Name that book” contest? Lacona celebrates 125 years of Incorporation this year and a Lacona History book is planned. Entry blanks are at the library, the village and town offices and after a name is chosen all entries will be put in on the drawing for a free Lacona History book. The community will be invited to join in on the fun at several events planned throughout the year!
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PHOTO: This early Academy Street photo is from the Rex Newton Collection 

Marie Kent described this photo in Yesterday’s Album as coming from the collection of Nanette Hamer. This copy was given to the History Center by Rex Newton.

Academy Street was laid out about 1872 to reach the new Union School building which stood as a visible compromise with the West Tower in Sandy Creek and the East Tower in Lacona. Sandy Creek High School opened for classes in December 1872 and held its first graduating class in 1878.

A wagon, barely visible to the right across the bridge is in front of Mr. Blodgett’s Tannery, which is hidden by the sumac trees. The gravel drive at the left across the bridge leads to the site of Gas Well No. 1 and was drilled in the early 1880’s. The steel bridge dates after 1895 when every bridge on the Little Sandy, except Main Street Bridge, was washed out by a spring flood. 

My monthly report for February has been distributed to the town and village trustees and copies are at the town hall for your review. 

We at the History Center have been busy getting photos framed and matted for the J & R Diner and the Judge’s Chambers at the Town Hall. The photos at the diner showcase Lacona history around the site of the diner. While we had no trouble identifying most of the photos, one remains a slight mystery, the Lacona Gas Well. Stop by, have a cup of coffee and see if you know where this well was. Suggestions include Pitt Barker farm, back of the Tad Harding home in Lacona, back of George Stevens, probably on Crandall’s? Let us know what you think. 

The other photos are of the Rice House (Central Hotel), Lacona from the east showing Fred Smart’s wagon shop (1910), Lacona business district, and a great shot of Depot Street and the buildings that stood where the J & R Diner parking lot is today.

Judge Crast liked the photos we did for the diner and asked for photos to dress the walls of his courtroom. We printed and framed North Main Street at the turn of the 20th century, construction of the Route 11 bridge over Mill Pond, the “Buffalo” (this road roller was purchased by the town in 1905) and the “Goodyear Tire” photo from the Killam Family collection.

Have you picked up your entry for the Lacona “Name that book” contest? Lacona celebrates 125 years of Incorporation this year and a Lacona History book is planned. Entry blanks are at the library, the village and town offices and after a name is chosen all entries will be put in on the drawing for a free Lacona History book. The community will be invited to join in on the fun at several events planned throughout the year! 
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PHOTO: The 1903 Sears Car in this photo was owned by Tracy Killam. How many of you can identify the men pictured?

This 1903 Sears car was shipped in a box and was assembled by Tracy Killam. It was purchased in 1921 and was one of the eight antique cars in Mr. Killam’s collection, four of which were made before 1910. Sears and some of the other cars took part in the parade of antique cars which the Sandy Creek Fair sponsored in honor of its centennial celebration in August 1958. This staged photo taken November 1956 by Killam became a family Christmas Card showing Charlie and Bob Killam seated in the car, Jack Killam at the crank and Stratt at the rear wheel.

Several items were donated to the History Center archives this past week. A postcard showing the business section looking west towards the Sandy Creek Post Office donated by Fannie Duffany and her friend; several photos we were allowed to Image and Scan for the archives by Stratt Killam; the DAR records of Mabel Carnrite given by Betty Archer; the Army Times paper dated September 24, 2001 (the first paper after 911) by Brian Clowes, several postcards from Frances Bellinger and a 1940’s wedding dress that was taken to the Friendship Shop. We believe the dress belonged to Mildred Lester Minot and are grateful the Friendship Shop saved this dress for us. Jeanne McKown sent an interesting newspaper clipping on the Groves Adult Home in Lacona. I’d love to get more information or a picture of this home. Call me if you can help.

Good News: Remember the Still Pond photo from a past column? Pauline Tanner said it was on the Janacek property and Frances and Phyllis found the article from the Sandy Creek News written by Marie K. Parsons’ From the Archives column. Frances Bellinger was busily working on the newspaper file and before pasting a clipping found a part of the original article. With that clue, I asked Phyllis LeBeau to check the newspaper microfilm for it and she found it... “100 Years Ago-April 28, 1887” Mr. Eugene Stevens is now prepared to do casting at his foundry on North Main Street. People in this vicinity will find it quite a convenience. (The re-furbished iron foundry was located on “Still Pond,” on the small stream just south of the present Janacek Apartments.) 

Have you picked up your entry for the Lacona “Name that book” contest? Lacona celebrates 125 years of Incorporation this year and a Lacona History book is planned. Entry blanks are at the library, the village and town offices and after a name is chosen all entries will be put in on the drawing for a free Lacona History book. The community will be invited to join in on the fun at several events planned throughout the year!

There is still time to send in information for the World War II book and the Lacona book.

Charlene Cole 
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PHOTO: Corner of Railroad Street and Depot, Lacona

This photo “Lacona’s Brick Business Block” stood opposite the Central Hotel from about 1880 until June of 1966, when because of its weakened condition the village board had it razed and the site paved as a parking lot. It was originally built to replace the Tifft Block, which burned on April 14, 1879. 

The earlier structure housed the first store in Lacona owned and operated by Truman C. Harding in the early 1850s. William T. Tifft, the first railroad station agent, was conducting his produce and commission business there by 1867. At the time of the fire, the block also housed the post office, a harness shop, law office and furniture rooms. Tifft sold the brick block to a group of local businessmen, Julius Robbins, Oren R. Earl, Pitt Newton, Hamilton Root and Andrew Warner. The list of later owners included: Amos Hedden, Isaac Powers, George L. Hydorn and son, Peter C. Hydorn, Dr. Leroy F. Hollis and Arthur and Leola Noble, as well as others. 

In 1889, William McConnell had a store in part of the block, where Luther Tilton also conducted a flour and feed store. Clothing or dry goods stores in the brick block included those of the Hydorns, Gardner Snyder, Reuben Sabolowitz, and the ‘Sisters Shop’ run by Mrs. Arthur Noble and Miss Lucille Remington. 

The one-story annex also housed many local business including the Sandy Creek Oil and Gas Company, Limited, incorporated in 1888. The annex has also housed shoe repair shops, a jewelry store, feed store and a barbershop. John Canale opened a shoe repair shop there in 1934, later moving to the main building and establishing a dry cleaning business, which he and Mrs. Canale operated for many years. The District 1 polling place was there for some years and the second floor meeting rooms were used by the Maccabees, Odd Fellows, Rebekahs, Sandy Creek Grange, and the early Coterie Club. Basketball games were held there before the 1913 high school was built and while the 1929 school was under construction, classes were held in this long-standing business center.

The World War II book has been updated and contains information on soldiers through Charlie Miles. Please stop by and check the book and whenever possible add information. It is located on a stand outside the town clerk’s office. 

Also, pick up an entry for the “Name that Book” contest. The community is invited to pick a name for the Lacona History Book being researched and written for Lacona’s 125th.  

The history archives contains many large maps. Some are in desperate need of restoration and preservation. We have two 1854 Oswego County Maps and others that need conservation and preservation. Grant money is available for this project and I will do my best to get grant money for future restoration. In the meantime, I had a 1901-02 New York State Railroad map that was in “good” condition. The upper right corner had minor deterioration but with proper care and framing before the problem worsened it could be preserved before any further damage occurred. I took the needed step of having it properly matted and framed. The use of UV glass was too expensive so it was recommended that UV plexi-glass was a good alternative. I will pick it up by the end of March and would encourage residents to stop by the town hall to see it. 

It is never enough to just accept historic items without making every effort to preserve them properly for future generations. That is a part of my job as your historian..

Charlene Cole
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PHOTO: Barnabas and Avis (Mallary) Munroe (Monroe), early settlers to Sandy Creek.

Barnabas (1775-1834) and Chloe (Cole) Munroe, parents of Barnabas (1809-1875), came to Sandy Creek in 1819 from Shaftsbury, Vermont, where they settled in a log cabin just north of the Little Sandy, on the North Ridge Road when Barnabas was just nine years old. The elder Barnabas, who died on November 8, 1834 in Sandy Creek at the age of fifty-nine, was a tanner and farmer by trade, owning many acres of land in and around the villages. Old maps show that one Munroe estate included the land now part of the Woodlawn Cemetery. His wife, the daughter of Aaron and Phoebe Cole, died here on June 21, 1848 at the age of sixty-five. 

Mrs. Avis (Mallary) Monroe was born on March 30, 1815 in the Town of Nelson, New York, the youngest of thirteen children of Ephraim Mallary, Jr. and Elizabeth (Salisbury) Mallary. The Mallarys came to Sandy Creek in the mid-1830’s settling north of the village on land that was later owned by James Foederer. Avis was first married to a Mr. Langley and in February 1837 married Barnabas Monroe. After Barnabas died in 1875, she married James Osborne of Lacona. She was the mother of four children: Helen E., wife of William D. Ferguson; Theresa, who married a clergyman, W. W. Parkhurst; Chloe who was the wife of Andrew S. Warner; and Barnabas III – Barney – who was a teamster and lived in Pulaski for many years, dying in 1923 when about eighty years old. Avis (Mallary) Langley Monroe Osborne died on February 18, 1892 in her home on the southeast corner of Salina and Prospect Streets, Lacona. 

The World War II book has been updated and contains information on many soldiers. Please stop by and check the book and whenever possible, add information. It is located on a stand outside the town clerk’s office. 

Have you picked up your entry for the Lacona “Name that book” contest? Lacona celebrates 125 years of Incorporation this year and a Lacona History book is planned. Entry blanks are at the library, the village and town offices and after a name is chosen all entries will be put in on the drawing for a free Lacona History book. The community will be invited to join in on the fun at several events planned throughout the year!

Recently a good friend, Connie Skilinskis, a friend for many years through genealogy research, the Oswego County Cemetery project, the county fair, Oswego County Genealogy Society and Half-Shire-Historical Society has died. Connie was always willing to share her research and when she found pictures that belonged in the Sandy Creek archives last year she donated them to the History Center. 

I want to thank Jim Allen for fixing the few mannequins we have at the History Center. We are in need of more mannequins for displaying clothing and uniforms. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

April 5, 2005

PHOTO: From the archives: The Watkins House ca. 1884-5

This hotel was created by Delos Watkins in 1884-5 by rebuilding the gable roof of the Farm Implement Store and blacksmith shop which Captain James Thompson constructed in the 1850’s, using the mansard style addition as a ballroom. The extension above the second floor balcony-porch supposedly housed the bandstand. The roof was flat-topped and collapsed under the weight of three feet of snow in December 1929, about the time it became the Lashomb Hardware Store. A gable roof replaced the fancy mansard roof in 1930. Today the building houses Captain Thompson’s Antiques. The group gathered in this photo includes a uniformed band and at least one player from the “Leaders,” the town baseball team from 1890 to the close of the 1893 season. 

Identifying American Architecture by John J.-G. Blumenson explains,        “The Second Empire style house (1860-1890) is an imposing two or three-story symmetrical square block with a projecting central pavilion often extending above the rest of the house. The distinguishing feature is the mansard roof covered with multi-colored slates or tinplates. Windows are arched and pedimented, sometimes in pairs with molded surrounds.”

House Histories by Sally Light writes, “The mansard roof is characterized by two slopes on all four sides, the lower of which is almost vertical and the upper almost horizontal.”

This is the best photograph of the Watkins House we have. Please, if anyone has a better photograph/postcard to donate to the archives or one we could borrow to copy, call me at the History Center. I am also looking for more information on the “Leaders” baseball team. I can be reached on Friday mornings at the town hall or leave a message at 387-5456 x 7 and I will return your call. Thank you.

Work continues on the Lacona History Book and the World War II book. Anyone with information or photographs for either book should contact me at the town hall. 

Thank you to everyone who called to correctly identify Madge Birdslow in the Sandy Creek High School 2nd grade photograph in a recent column. Your comments and additions are always welcome.

History Center schedule of events:

The Oswego County Fair is scheduled July 1-5 this year and Sandy Creek will again have a booth to celebrate our heritage. Historians from three counties will be featured and special mini-workshops are being planned. 

Lacona celebrates 125 years and will be featured at the Oswego County Fair in the Sandy Creek booth when the Lacona History book will debut. 

 “Heritage Day” is planned on August 27th this year and the community and local organizations are encouraged to take part. This is a family fun day and many events are geared towards children. Please mark your calendars.

November 11 (Veterans Day) is the debut of the World War II book and festivities to honor our veterans. 

The third annual Christmas tree decoration contest and party for local children (pre-school to teens) will be held in December on a date to be announced. Last year we distributed 16 trees and well over 100 children attended the party. Residents voted for their favorite tree and awards were given out before pizza and soda was enjoyed by all. This event is fun for the children and local families benefit by receiving a decorated tree they otherwise would not have had for the holidays. A great way to end the year! 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

April 12, 2005

PHOTO: The ‘ole swimmin’ hole in Lacona

The Millpond in Lacona was the ‘ole swimmin’ hole for several generations of kids in the neighborhood. Hart Knowlton and Henry Johnson were creating some happy boyhood memories when this pre- World War I photo was taken. The dam itself was a surprisingly artistic construction, which backed up the water into the mill race, which still curves south of the houses along the upper end of Harwood Drive. The channel crossed under the street just east of where the Lacona Super Market stood and once carried the rushing water to push the wheel of the Stevens Mill. One of the earliest and longest-used business sites in the Twin Villages, the original gristmill was built in the 1820’s by Reuben Salisbury, a town pioneer and one of the organizing deacons of the First Baptist Church. Later, he had a partner named Parley Powers and by the 1880’s ownership of the mill had passed into the Harding family.

History Center schedule of events:

The Oswego County Fair is scheduled July 1-5 this year and Sandy Creek will again have a booth to celebrate our heritage. Historians from three counties will be featured and special mini-workshops are being planned. 

Lacona celebrates 125 years and will be featured at the Oswego County Fair in the Sandy Creek booth when the Lacona History book will debut. 

 “Heritage Day” is planned on August 27th this year and the community and local organizations are encouraged to take part. This is a family fun day and many events are geared towards children. Please mark your calendars.

The different projects and meetings I am involved in as your historian keeps me out of the office from time to time. I continue to make appointments for research, can be reached by e-mail at  historian@sandycreekny.us or leave a phone message at  387-5456 x 7 and I will get back to you. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

April 19, 2005

PHOTO: The History Center is looking for the identity of the children, the event and possible location of this photo? Audrie Kenway Wilder Taisey is known to be one of the children pictured.

"Many municipalities across Oswego County, (and the Country for that matter)--have had "great fires" in their past where some or all of their records were lost.  In 2003 the town of Sandy Creek Board took forward looking, pro-active actions to build a fire-safe room with help from New York State.   Last week we had a "close call" at the town hall when our heat pump system that keeps this room at the proper humidity---caught fire.  The event was unnoticed, and fortunately it burned itself out.  This event was a reminder of the ever-present danger of fire that can wipe out irreplaceable records, both personal and municipal.   To further protect the town hall and all of its materials within, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler and the Board are looking into a smoke detector system so that episodes like this last, small fire will not go unnoticed again."

The History Center has created picture postcards depicting Sandy Creek history that can be picked up from the clerk’s office at the town hall. They are great for that short note, invitation or just to share a part of history with an out of town/state friend. Pictured are the Wigwam, the Lacona House, the Salisbury House, the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library including the soldier memorial, the Good Year Tire car and a print of the bridge over Rt. 11 north. Any of the photos from my weekly column or from the archives could be made into a post card. 

Nancy Knowlton Bond visited the History Center recently and has submitted “The Knowlton Family-Lacona Merchants” article for the Lacona history book. I encourage everyone to share a short story or history of your Lacona family for the book.

Millie Reid came by with Fay’s information and photo for the World War II book. It is not too late to submit your ancestors information.

The history archives contains many large maps. Some are in desperate need of restoration and preservation. We had a 1901-02 New York State Railroad, Post Office, Township and County map that was in “good” condition and in color. The information was compiled from government and state surveys and the original price was $5. The upper right corner had minor deterioration but with proper care and framing before the problem worsened it could be preserved before any further damage occurred. Our records show the map was donated by Margaret Kastler many years ago and is unusual because it shows only railroads and post offices in New York State. I took the needed step of having it properly matted and framed and recently hung it in the judge’s chambers at the town hall. Grant money is available for future restoration of the many other maps in the archives that are in desperate need of restoration, two from 1854. While grant money is not a given, I will write the grants. 

We thank Nancy and Don Ridgeway who recently purchased the Ruwand Stafford scrapbooks at an auction and donated them to the History Center. Another part of town history preserved for residents by two people who appreciate history and recognized their importance to our town history. 

Rob and Jacob Snedeker came to visit the History Center and research Jacob’s history research paper on the history of the Sandy Creek High School.

Consider having your family reunion at the Sandy Creek Heritage Day on August 27th. The fairgrounds is a great place to hold a reunion and we will provide the entertainment and games for the kids!

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona

April 26, 2005

PHOTO: These unidentified pupils and teacher are pictured outside of the East Primary School in Lacona and was donated by Jeff VanRy to the History Center.

The East Primary School, District No. 10, Lacona, was one of the forerunners of Union Free School District No. 9. (District No. 10 was combined with District No. 9 in 1871 to form Union District No. 9 in order to build a High School) Thanks to Jeff VanRy we have this photo showing at least part of the East Primary schoolhouse, the Joan and John Bauer house at the intersection of the Orwell and Richland (South Ridge) Roads, County Routes 22 and 48. The pupils and teacher are unidentified and we have no date for the photo. The school shown here was built near the site of the first schoolhouse sometime between 1854 and 1861. The Oswego County map published in 1854 shows the District 10 “common school” on the original site located a few rods northeast of this one facing the Orwell Road. The earliest known school building in the town was built of logs on that first site as early as 1807. In the History of Oswego County 1789-1877 Johnson writes, “The first school was taught by Mamrie Harding in the winter of 1806 and 1807. There was no schoolhouse and she taught in a room of her father’s house. The next fall (1807) a log schoolhouse was built at Lacona.” 

In 1871 the voters of school Districts No. 9 (Sandy Creek) and No. 10 (Lacona) agreed to erect a union high school. Controversy over the location was solved when Oren R. Earl donated land on the north side of the Little Sandy, midway between the two villages. The two story brick building with towers and a full basement was built of brick from the Truman Hadley farm, measuring 75 x 43 feet, containing an audience room and three recitation rooms on each floor and was heated by a furnace. This original high school building became the grade school in 1913, when a new high school was constructed just west of the first building.

The East Primary School was closed in 1915. All research seems to indicate that there is no picture of this school in its entirety. The few photos we do have show children, teacher and a small part of the building. It must have looked like many of the other early schools but we will never know for sure unless a picture is discovered.

Exactly when did East Sandy Creek/Sandy Creek Station change its name to Lacona? Historian George Widrig found this information from a New York Central & Hudson River Railroad Co. circular dated June 17th, 1899. “Changing name of Sandy Creek, N. Y. On R. W. & O. Div. To Lacona, N. Y. To agents and connections: Taking effect June 25th, 1899, the name of the station now known as Sandy Creek, N. Y., on the R. W. & O. Div. Will be changed to Lacona, N. Y. Correct all tariffs, percentage of Divisions, &c., and be governed accordingly.” 

The following information was gleaned from Landmarks of Oswego County: Sandy Creek was established July 10, 1817, Washingtonville-the first postmaster was Smith Dunlap. Pine Ridge-in the Noyes District- (containing a school, saw-mill, brickyard, dairy and later a cheese factory and cemetery) was established September 13, 1837 and discontinued February 7, 1840. The first postmaster was Calvin Seeley. East Sandy Creek/Sandy Creek Station was established March 3, 1865 and changed to Lacona September 12, 1870. The first postmaster was Julius Robbins and the village was incorporated in 1880.

Classical Place Names in New York State, Origins, Histories and Meanings by William R. Farrell writes, “The village was named for the ancient country in Greece. About 1870 a local Baptist minister chose Lacona (which is thought to be a poetic reference for the word “lake”) because of the pulchritudinous view from the village toward Lake Ontario. One noted toponymist states that the name is a “pseudo-Latin” word for the “lakes in the area.” In any case, Greek mythology tells us that Lacona or Laconia derives from Lacedaemon (las a DEE mon), son of Zeus and king of this ancient land. Lacona, also written Laconica, was a country on the Peloponnese, a peninsula in southern Greece.”

The different projects and meetings I am involved in as your historian keeps me out of the office from time to time. I continue to make appointments for research, can be reached by e-mail at  historian@sandycreekny.us or leave a phone message at  387-5456 x 7 and I will get back to you. 

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

May 3, 2005

PHOTO: Lacona Depot

As we continue to celebrate the 125th year of the incorporation of the Village of Lacona I thought this photo would be of interest to many as well as an excerpt from Perry Hastings memories of growing up in Lacona. 

In this photo Mr. E. M. Hastings is shown with mailbags filled with a special issue of the Holstein-Friesian World magazine. The Holstein-Friesian World, founded in 1904, was a part of the local business scene since 1914 when E. M. Hastings and M. S. Prescott purchased the purebred dairy cow magazine. The magazine was printed at the Corse Press in Sandy Creek and mailed from the Holstein-Friesian World’s first local office at Blount Lumber Company. Later, the editorial offices were moved to the Corse Press Building on Lake Street in 1920.

To continue with Lacona Village 125th celebration, I asked Perry Hastings for permission to include excerpts from his memories of growing up in Lacona in this column. Perry writes, “Imagine if you can the Lacona of 1910 -- a village with no paved streets, no connecting paved or black-topped roads, no electricity, and of course no television or radio.  Automobiles were few and an uncertain means of transportation, and in any event were used in the north-country only in summer.  But we had rail service--four local passenger trains each way per day operating between Syracuse and Watertown with connections at Richland for Oswego on the west and Rome and Utica to the south-east with overnight sleeper service to New York.  The rails brought out freight -- everything we did not grow or produce locally -- and carried away our products -- the milk from local dairies, cheese from our cheese factories, flooring and other wood products from the burgeoning Blount enterprise, and in season, strawberries, melons, and even hay from some of our busy and productive farms.
             An old photograph of the north side of Railroad Street (now Harwood Drive) looking east from the railroad shows no less than ten commercial buildings crammed in between the rail line and what was then the Hardin (or Stevens) mill. Beyond that the cupola of the Village Hall can be seen, and beyond that, as I recall, was Fred Smart’s blacksmith shop where he not only shod horses but did all manor of iron work and even built a few wooden-anointed motor boats.  The south side of the street is not shown, I remember that in addition to several residences (including the fine Harding Home) there was the Foster Pratt furniture store which Pratt conducted in addition to his undertaking business east of that a grocery and general store well patronized by farmers, and a harness shop.  On the upper part of the street I remember a neglected and decaying house which was later torn down.  The Bank and neighboring clock tower did not then exist.

     West of the tracks on the north side of the street was the Central Hotel, with a livery stable at the west rear, where horses and rigs (wagons or buggies in summer, sleighs or cutters in winter) could be rented for occasional use.  Then there was another commercial building which, I remember, at a later time, as a hardware store.  On the other side of the street (the south side of the then Railroad street on the corner of the street to the depot, was a sizable brick store, the main floor comprising the Reuben Sabiowitz Men’s & Boys’ clothing store.  West of that was the telephone office, then Snell’s Barber Shop, and west of that (as I remember) a dwelling and then a blacksmith shop.” To be continued.....

In the April 19, 2005 column I presented a picture of children and asked for readers to identify the children, the location and the event if possible. Norm and Vic Widrig came into the town hall and identified the location (Thomas Hamer barn is in the background) and Kathryn and Nanette Hamer. Leita Thompson called and identified the location, the event and all the children. The event was the end of the school year (June 1916) at Ormsby School on Ballou Road, Leita agrees that the Hamer farm is in the background and because she is pictured in the photo she knows the names of all the children. 

Pictured is back row: L to R: Leita Mead (Thompson), Alice Presley, Lenora Tilton (Johnson), Audrie Kenway (Wilder Taisey), Hazel Crast (she died in 1922), Esther Presley (Wheat), Mina Christman (Blood). Front row: L to R: Schuyler Shoecraft, Ivan Crast, Elwood Weed, Burton Russell, Wayland Russell (very-very front, only top of head showing) and Holly Russell. 

There is still time to stop by the town hall and pick a name for the Lacona History book. 
Local photos have been re-printed and hung at Bry-Con Reality, North Main Street, Sandy Creek. They include “The Hermit” at Sandy Pond, a view over the Mill Pond, the Sargent block and the bridge over Rt. 11 north ca. 1900.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. E-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

May 10, 2005

PHOTO: Barlow Sash and Blind Factory

This picture is not the best but is all we have of the Barlow Sash and Blind Factory, the building which, eventually became the first Sancona Mill, which was the third mill located on the northeast corner of Harwood Drive (Railroad Street) and Academy Street. 

The first mill, the Skinkle and Howlett Planing Mill, burned in February, 1872. An article written by Marie Kent states, “the firm employed fourteen mechanics, and the economic loss was met by almost instant community action, resulting in a work bee to draw stones for a new foundation and a subscription list to furnish money for the replacement of the journeymen’s tools.”

The rebuilt mill was operated by A. C.  Skinkle and William E. Howlett, then by Skinkle and Barlow until 1879 when Mr. Skinkle built another machine shop farther west on Harwood Drive (Railroad Street). From that time on, Smith H. Barlow ran the factory, rebuilding when fire hit again in the 1880’s. He conducted the factory from 1879 until his death in 1901. Then his son, Walter A. Barlow continued in the lumber and milling business until about 1919 when Fred Montanye purchased it. 

Under the management of Tad W. Harding the business grew into Sancona Builders’ Supply, but fire struck again in 1945, during the Firemen’s Parade at the Sandy Creek Fair. Twelve fire companies responded to the alarm, saving much of the stock, but they could only contain the fire to the mill buildings, being hard pressed to save the nearby houses. The business continued, but the site of the original mill was left empty, giving no indication of its once thriving condition.

Lacona Village celebrates 125 years of history. With permission I continue Perry Hastings’ memories of growing up in Lacona. 
Perry writes, “The little street leading south, to and beyond the busy railway station also had its share of activities.  First was the Post Office, next Don Colony’s law office, then a grocery store which I remember as Edick’s and finally a drug store with owner’s apartment over and residences beyond, to and past the Demott Street corner.  On the east side of that street was the busy railway station with its pot-belly stove.  Between the station and the main street (now Harwood Drive) was a pretty little park with flower beds and mowed lawn, maintained as a public service by the section foreman (Don Daunt?) who supervised and directed the “section gang” of rugged workmen who repaired and maintained our “section” of track with its numerous sidings and switches.”

“Lacona, at that time, had, I believe, at least four grocery stores (or stores which sold groceries), men’s and women’s clothing stores, a dry goods and house wares stores, a millinery store, a jewelry store, a furniture store, two drug stores, a harness shop, and probably other establishments which I don’t  remember.   (There were no gas stations, but E. M. Johnson would deliver gasoline in bulk, using a horse-drawn wagon.)  There were two hotels; one owned by the Plummer family and called Plummer House, and one owned by the Back family and called (for some reason) the Central Hotel.”

“I have mentioned that Lacona had no electric service as of the time of which I write, which was true of most small rural villages of that period, in northern New York State and elsewhere.  We did, however, have one great advantage over most of them -- we had natural gas for lighting and cooking.  A small field of gas pockets at the eastern end of Lake Ontario made it possible, by drilling wells, to obtain enough gas to provide gas lights and supply gas ranges in Lacona and Sandy Creek, and in our neighboring village, Pulaski, a few miles to our south.  We also had gas streetlights; an improvement over the oil lamps round most of the small country villages of that time.  Mantle lamps in our homes gave a brilliant, white light, a vast advance over the kerosene lamps previously used, and the gas for cooking eliminated the necessity of building a wood or coal fire in the kitchen to prepare the simplest meal.” To be continued...

On a personal note, my first grandchild, Allison Rae Cole, was born on April 22, 2005. She weighed 6 pounds and 15 ounces, has blue eyes, light brown hair and looks like her father. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. E-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Historian

May 17, 2005

PHOTO: Blount Lumber Company Workers-1908

This photo from the archives dates to 1908, the year in which Blount Lumber Company was incorporated and a boiler room and dry kiln were built near the first shop at Lacona constructed in 1897. George R. Blount (at right in second row) had started a lumber business with his brother Andy in 1894. Others in this photo include: First row, L to R: Walter Sprague, Percy Brewer, Arbie Tanner, Lawrence Bettinger and Mel Outerson. Second row, L to R: unknown Salisbury, Charlie Jennings, Alfred Bettinger, Gil Stafford, Jess Dewey and G. R. Blount.

I recently talked to Jack Parker about Blount Lumber Company and Blount Parker Corporation (now the Samaritan Family Health Center, DeMott Street) history and he shared this information which he gleaned from his father’s dairy on its construction. The construction for the Blount Lumber Company new office began on April 11, 1955 by Hugh Stowell with the company bulldozer. Mike Obleman and crew started the concrete work in May and the cellar was finished on July 7th of that year. By August 8, the roof and siding went on and in September, 1956, the old office was torn down by Eastman Brothers from Ellisburg. 

Monday May 2, Coterie Club President Nancy Ridgeway invited Irene Fuller and I to the club’s annual end of the year meeting to present the prototype of the Lacona History book for their review. The book will go on sale at the Oswego County Fair on July 1st. There is still time to submit pictures and information for the book. 

Lacona Village celebrates 125 years of history. With permission I continue Perry Hastings’ memories of growing up in Lacona. 

Perry writes: “Lacona had only one church (then, the Episcopal) but our adjoining village, Sandy Creek, had three, the Methodist, the Congregational, and the Baptist, all established before the village of Lacona came into being and well attended by the Lacona as well as the Sandy Creek people of those faiths.  But Lacona had the principal industry -- the large and important Blount Lumber Company, which was the major source of employment for the majority of the men of both communities.  Blount also provided the farmers of East Sandy Creek and Boylston with a supplemental source of winter income -- hauling logs  from those eastern woods to his mill by horse- drawn sleigh during the long winters.”

     “Sandy Creek had been the earlier-established village, located on the stage-coach road to the north and south, whereas Lacona came into being only when the railroad came through, in the 1850’s.  But as of the time of which I write, the second decade of the 20th century, Lacona seemed the more active of the twin villages.  Sandy Creek had the Corse Press, which would grow as the (then) Lacona edited “Holstein Friesian World” grew, and the Plate Factory, where wooden picnic plates (which pre-dated paper plates) were manufactured, but the latter mentioned industry was already in decline.  The highway (the north-south road which later became U.S. Route 11) was not yet paved or blacktopped and the rails had, for that time, diminished the importance of the highway (now U.S. Route 11.)  Automobile traffic was only in its beginning.  (We could not imagine that it would one day replace the rails for both passengers and local freight, any more than we could imagine that air travel would one day largely displace long distance rail passenger service.)” to be continued......

A copy of the World War I book was recently presented to Librarian Kay Dealing for the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library. The first printing of the book has sold out and is being re-printed soon. Work continues on the World War II book.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

May 24, 2005

PHOTO: Woodruff School #16

Pictured front row, left to right are Joe Nellis, Chuck White, Keith Briggs ?, Jimmy DeShane, Barbara Robinson and Dave Nellis. Back row, left to right are Othmer Briggs, Joyce Nellis, Mildred Briggs, and Mary Louise Lange. The teacher is Alice Shoecraft

Statistics taken from a State Education Department abstract showed that during the 1826 school year there were nine common school districts in the newly formed Town of Sandy Creek (1825). All nine districts sent in proper reports and showed an average school year of seven months, the same as the whole county average. The total public money came to $299.73 for all nine districts. Population figures in the 1826 abstract showed 570 children aged 5 to 15 years living within town limits, but the pupils actually served by the local schools came to 632 total. The higher figure can be justified by the fact that older boys often attended schools only during winter term, when the farm work was slow. 

The photo of students at East Primary School (Lacona) pictured in the April 26th column has been identified. While researching another topic I came upon the photo and the teacher was Alice Husband Eely. The photo was taken about 1910 and the girls were identified as Sarah Gardner, Helen Austin, Doris Smith, Edna and Ethel Tanner, Lucille Plummer, Helen Willis, Hattie Woodruff, Doris Johnson ? and Josie Hedger. The boys from the left were Arthur ?, Tom Soule, Seward Smith, Karl Kirch, Bert ? Tanner, LeRoy Johnson, Charles Soule and John Wilcox. The post-card view was made by Lyon View Co., Pulaski, NY and was sent by Miss Hedger’s mother, Blanch, to her sister Mrs. T. W. (Mable) Hamer.

These questions appeared on the eighth-grade final exam in 1895 at Salina, Kansas, USA. It was taken from the original document on file at the Smokey Valley Genealogical Society and Library in Salina, KS, and reprinted by the Salina Journal. I found the history part of the quiz interesting. Other parts of the quiz and time allowed to complete each section were Grammar (1 hour), Arithmetic (1.25 hours), Orthography (1 hour), and Geography (1 hour).

U.S. History (Time, 45 minutes) 

 1. Give the epochs into which U.S. History is divided. 

 2. Give an account of the discovery of America by Columbus. 

 3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War. 

 4. Show the territorial growth of the United States. 

 5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas. 

 6. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion. 

 7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and 

     Howe? 

 8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, 

     1865

The Geography part had some interesting questions such as: Describe the mountains of North America. Name the principal trade centers of the U. S. Name all the republics of Europe and give the capitals of each. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude?

Lacona Village celebrates 125 years of history. With permission I continue Perry Hastings’ memories of growing up in Lacona. Perry writes: “Before the trains took over, Sandy Creek, appeared the preferred location, situated on the logical highway connecting the center of the state with the north country,  a highway connecting Central New York and the St. Lawrence valley, running between the eastern end of the great lake and the forested hill country.  So Sandy Creek, with its creek, providing power for its mills, and its favorable location, prospered.  There were well-kept, well-patronized hotels, a considerable business section, a feature of which was the California Block, a complex of stores with apartments over occupying the corner of South Main Street and the present Harwood Drive, where the park now is, with an adjoining business block to the south.  The west side of the street was also built up---with the then Masonic Temple flanked by stores, and across the corner, the new Shaul’s Drug Store, which, like the modern drug stores, sold not only drugs, but confections and miscellaneous items of all kinds.” To be continued....

There is still time to stop by the town hall to enter the Lacona “Name That Book Contest.” The winning entry will receive a free copy of the Lacona book, which is to debut on July 1st at the Oswego County Fair. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

May 31, 2005

PHOTO: 1958 Memorial Day – Cable Trail Post 8534 Veterans of Foreign Wars

May 30, we as a nation observe Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, as a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service. 

The History Center researched and printed a World War I book last year and this year we are working on the World War II book, which debuts November 11, 2005. These books are meant to honor the brave men from the Sandy Creek area and the sacrifices they made for our freedom. A copy of the  World War I book was donated to the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library, is available for research at the History Center or can be purchased at the town hall. 
Luke Salisbury donated a copy of “Ploughshares” to the History Center. “Ploughshares” is widely regarded as one of America’s most influential literary journals. Salisbury is descended from the pioneer Salisbury family of Sandy Creek and is a professor of English at Bunker Hill Community College in Boston. The fictitious story he wrote for the book “The Great Cheese” tells of the big cheese that Colonel Thomas Meacham, of Sandy Creek, sent to President Jackson in 1835 as if his Salisbury family accompanied Meacham and the cheese to Washington. The Big Cheese weighed 1400 pounds and was created to draw attention to Meacham and the town of Sandy Creek farming industry. We were honored to have Salisbury write about one of Sandy Creek’s historical events.

Mary Ellen (Snyder) Quencer donated two Tug Hill books written by Harold Sampson and two yearbooks (1958 and 1960) to the History Center from Marguarita Snyder’s collection.

Irene Fuller and I have had several meetings with interested persons on the Lacona History book. A little more research and editing is necessary before the book is to be printed. We are asking for your ideas, comments, photos and articles to be turned in as soon as possible. 

Lacona Village celebrates 125 years of history. With permission I continue Perry Hastings’ memories of growing up in Lacona. Perry writes, “But during the period of which I write (the early years of the 20th century) the railroad and the businesses, which had grown up near and around the station had had a deleterious effect on Sandy Creek business.  The California Block had deteriorated its stores were merely “holding On,” and when in the winter of 1912 the big wooden block burned (together with the adjoining business block and a residence to the south) there was no attempt to rebuild.  In fact, the owners, and even the village fathers, were evidently so discouraged or pessimistic about Sandy Creek’s future, that the crumbling cellar holes were allowed to remain, unkempt and unfilled, an eyesore and probably a danger for a half-dozen years.  Well remember that during or after World War I probably in 1918, the U.S. Army demonstrated the prowess of a newly developed “Whipper” tank by having it driven into that array of vacant cellar holes, knocking down the walls between some of the adjacent cellars.  Now, of course, that whole corner is a park surrounding the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library, which dates from 1928.  So while Sandy Creek no longer has the businesses I remember, the Corse Press or the Holstein World, it does have its modern building supply business, its super-market, automotive services, a florist shop and other businesses making it once more a busy center with its churches and other organizations and particularly its thriving and growing central school, would appear to offer much to the prospective home owner.”

There is still time to stop by the town hall to enter the Lacona “Name That Book Contest.” The winning entry will receive a free copy of the Lacona book, which is to debut on July 1st at the Oswego County Fair. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona

June 7, 2005

PHOTO: Pictured left to right: Mrs. William (Alice Ackley) West, (possibly Mrs. Cornelia Gardner), Joseph Crandall, and Henry Roberts, former slave and Union Army Veteran who was A. J. Barney Post #217 flag bearer until his death, December 30, 1909.


This unique history photo, which pre-dates 1909, shows a part of the meeting rooms of the A. J. Barney Post #217, named for Captain A. J. Barney who died in the Civil War. The Grand Army of the Republic members and their auxiliary, the Women’s Relief Corp., met in Union Hall, part of the business buildings on the site of the present Sandy Creek Village Park. This photo may have been taken after a patriotic celebration or pageant on Memorial Day or July 4th. This photo was among the family memorabilia of the late Brownie Ackley Rupracht, a niece of Mrs. West, and was donated to the Sandy Creek history archives by Mrs. Rupracht’s daughter Mrs. Stanley (Shirley) Sanderson of Pulaski. 

While researching the Lacona book I came across this newspaper clipping dated May 31, 1906- Veterans from out of town who were here for Memorial Day services were O. J. Woodard and wife, W. A. Petrie and wife, J. John Parker and daughter, Ransom Soule and wife, J. C. VanEpps and wife and Daniel Adsit and wife of Mannsville, Frank Harrington of Port Ontario. 

Between 30 and 40 veterans, the relief Corps and school children assembled at 1 o’clock Wednesday and then proceeded to Woodlawn Cemetery where the graves of more than 100 veterans were decorated. That Sandy Creek may never forget to observe Memorial Day was expressed by Hon. D. E. Ainsworth and heartily endorsed by our townspeople. 

The Town of Sandy Creek continues to honor our veterans at a Memorial Service held every Memorial Day. This year the services of tribute at Wesleyan and Woodlawn Cemeteries included a reading of those who paid the Supreme Sacrifice, prayers, placing of the wreath by Past Commander Freeman Cole and taps by Niels Klienschmidt and Zach Brown. Following this a ceremony was held at the Village Green and a parade to the bridge where a wreath was tossed by James Blount for those who died at sea. The Memorial Service was continued at the VFW Post. 

There is still time to stop by the town hall to enter the Lacona “Name That Book Contest.” The winning entry will receive a free copy of the Lacona book, which is to debut on July 1st at the Oswego County Fair. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

June 14, 2005

PHOTO: Sandy Creek Fair Friday, August 20, 1920. 

This photo is by Huested Studios, Mannsville and must have been snapped during one of the Friday racing events. Thanks to newspaper files and the memory of a record-holder for attendance at the Fair, the driver on the outside was tentatively identified as James Gray, 68 at the time, and known as the “Pop Geer” of Watertown horsemen. Mr. Gray drove in only one race on that day and was badly injured at the close of the last heat, though his horse, Noble Wilkes, placed fourth. Other drivers in the event included Ed Boylan and Charles Dewitt. 

The race purses for the 1920 fair totaled 1,400 pre-inflation dollars, with seven races scheduled throughout the four-day fair. The post-card belonged to Miss Nanette Hamer and was one of several taken at the 63rd annual fair, “The Greatest Ever”, according to the news publicity. 

The fair President for that year was F. A. Montanye, developer of the Elms and Montario Point, with J. R. Allen as secretary and B. D. Jones the treasurer of the Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell and Boylston Agricultural Society.

This year the Sandy Creek/Lacona history booth will be in Heritage Hall. Local historians will be attending on these scheduled days for your convenience and will give visitors a chance to ask questions and see display items from each town in Oswego County and three towns in Jefferson County: 


Friday, July 1-Constantia, Cleveland, West Monroe and Hastings


Saturday, July 2-Oswego City and Town, Volney, Granby, Minetto, Hannibal, Fulton, and Schroeppel


Sunday, July 3-Amboy, Albion, Boylston, Orwell, Parish, Redfield, Richland, Sandy Creek, Williamstown and from Jefferson County Osceola, Ellisburg and Florence


Monday, July 4-Local Authors Day- The Lacona History book will go on sale


Tuesday, July 5-Mexico, New Haven, Scriba and Palermo


Anyone wishing to volunteer for a couple of hours is encouraged to contact Shawn Doyle (298-3620) or myself at 387-5456 x 7. The Heritage building will be open from 9am to 9pm. I will be at the fair all week and look forward to talking with visitors.

Lacona Village celebrates 125 years of history. With permission I continue Perry Hastings’ memories of growing up in Lacona. Perry writes,

“I have not previously mentioned the schools.  When I started school at Lacona in 1910, the first two grades were taught at the “East Primary,” which was a one-room building located at the “Five Corners” where the Smartville, Orwell, and Ridge Road meet a couple of Lacona’s village streets.  The building was a typical one-room wooden building like the country district school of the time, with a pump for drinking water in the front yard and a wooden “convenience” in the rear.  The school room was heated by an iron “chunk” stove (stoked by the teacher.)  Kerosene lamps provided the only artificial light, but I don’t remember their being used.  One teacher taught the two grades -- our first teacher was Miss Husband, a white haired woman we thought old, although some years later she married, becoming, some, said, a wife after having been a Husband all those years.  (Sandy Creek beginning students also attended a “Primary, known as the West Primary, a building still standing on North Main Street as this is written, but  converted (not always too successfully, into a dwelling.)  The East Primary was also converted but burned long ago.”

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

June 21, 2005

PHOTO: Sandy Creek Fair 1910, courtesy of Don McDougal.

Thanks to Don McDougal for allowing the History Center to make copies of his extensive postcard collection. The next few weeks I will include postcard views of the fair thanks to Don. Sharon Keating donated the only other fair postcard views we have in the archives and now we are grateful to Don for his generosity.

“It’s time for Old Sandy” as the Oswego County Fair was called. At first, the “Fair” was officially called the “Annual Fair of the Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell & Boylston Agricultural Society.” The first fair was held in 1858, then in 1877, it grew until it included the Towns of Albion, Boylston, Ellisburg, Lorraine, Parish, Orwell, Redfield, Richland, Sandy Creek and Williamstown. That was too long so the fair was still called the “Old Sandy.” 

Oren R. Earl was the first president of the fair and served as an officer on and off for twenty years. After he died in 1903, the fair gained clear title to the land. The land was much more heavily wooded then and the fair only needed a small area. From the earliest fair, lumbering and wooden products were an important part of each fair. The first three-day fair was held in 1873. The first “Fair” building was the “Hall of Industry.” The grounds were enlarged in 1875 by purchasing much of the land that is now used for parking. The first baby show was held in 1876. In 1887 a triple wedding was held. (any information on this wedding would be greatly appreciated) In 1889 a new grandstand was constructed. This was for the old track that ran around the entire grounds. In 1890 people attending saw burning natural gas and a phonograph. In 1897 a new dining hall was added and the old one became the poultry building. In 1898 Leman Balwin’s bid was accepted to build a new agricultural hall and Horticultural Hall. In 1900, the Syracuse Locomobile Company exhibited the first horse-less carriage on the grounds. In 1901 a new judges’ stand was built. That same year the crowd was the largest ever and the total receipts were $4300. In 1912 Company D of the 3rd Regiment, New York National Guard camped on the grounds the entire fair and put on daily displays of close order drill, parades and exhibitions.

The fair provided a place for our ancestors to display the produce and products they produced. In the Farm Directory of 1917-1918 it is noted that Oswego County had a population of 71,664 with 3,619 farms in the county, 272 of those farms were in the Town of Sandy Creek.

The Oswego County Fair was originally held at Mexico, later in Fulton. In 1921 it folded its tents, secured the buildings and never opened again. Starting in 1936 the county allotted funds annually to the Sandy Creek Fair and it assumed a countywide role.

This year we celebrate the 148th year of the “Old Sandy” and we hope you will bring your family and friends to this great Sandy Creek tradition. This year the Sandy Creek/Lacona history booth will be in Heritage Hall. Local historians will be attending on these scheduled days for your convenience and will give visitors a chance to ask questions and see display items from each town in Oswego County and three towns in Jefferson County: 


Friday, July 1-Constantia, Cleveland, West Monroe and Hastings


Saturday, July 2-Oswego City and Town, Volney, Granby, Minetto, Hannibal, Fulton, and Schroeppel


Sunday, July 3-Amboy, Albion, Boylston, Orwell, Parish, Redfield, Richland, Sandy Creek, Williamstown and from Jefferson County Osceola, Ellisburg and Florence


Monday, July 4-Local Authors Day- The Lacona History book will go on sale


Tuesday, July 5-Mexico, New Haven, Scriba and Palermo

Half-Shire President Shawn Doyle and I co-chair the Heritage Hall building and encourage anyone wishing to volunteer for a couple of hours to contact us. Shawn can be reached at 298-3620 and I can be reached at 387-5456 x 7. The Heritage building will be open from 9am to 9pm. I will be at the fair all week and look forward to talking with visitors.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
The History Center is capable of showcasing historical artifacts of all kinds. If you have a donation, stop by or call 387-5456. Thank you for your continued support of the History Center.

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

June 28, 2005

PHOTO: August 1920, “The Auto Jump” at the Sandy Creek Fair, courtesy of Don McDougal

The Auto Jump was a special attraction each afternoon at the 1920 Sandy Creek Fair. The daredevil drivers, C. B. Gibeau of Mannsville and George Crangle of Redfield, jumped fourteen feet from ramp to ramp to publicize the ruggedness of the Overland Cars, which they were then selling. In the background can be seen the two-story judges’ stand which stood on the infield, opposite the west-end of the grandstand. The surrounding area is packed with Model-T Fords and other 1920-vintage autos, used as a parking lot by fair-goers.

Other attractions at the fair included concerts by the Lacona, Ellisburg, Adams and Mannsville community bands on the upper deck of the judges’ stand and baseball games played by local teams, including Blounts’ Hardwood Slivers and the Corse Press team. Entertainment was supplied by Van’s Variety Show and the aerial team of Silver and Brown, as well as by Snyder and his five performing goats! A Holstein Calf Sale managed by E. M. Hastings Company of Lacona was held on the last day of the fair. Twenty-eight calves were sold with a top price of two hundred dollars.

This year we celebrate the 148th year of the “Old Sandy” and we hope you will bring your family and friends to this great Sandy Creek tradition. This year the Sandy Creek/Lacona history booth will be in Heritage Hall. Local historians will be attending on these scheduled days for your convenience and will give visitors a chance to ask questions and see display items from each town in Oswego County and three towns in Jefferson County: 


Friday, July 1-Constantia, Cleveland, West Monroe and Hastings


Saturday, July 2-Oswego City and Town, Volney, Granby, Minetto, Hannibal, Fulton, and Schroeppel


Sunday, July 3-Amboy, Albion, Boylston, Orwell, Parish, Redfield, Richland, Sandy Creek, Williamstown and from Jefferson County Osceola, Ellisburg and Florence


Monday, July 4-Local Authors Day- The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” will be on sale at the fair. 


Tuesday, July 5-Mexico, New Haven, Scriba and Palermo

Half-Shire President Shawn Doyle and I co-chair the Heritage Hall building and encourage anyone wishing to volunteer for a couple of hours to contact us. Shawn can be reached at 298-3620 and I can be reached at 387-5456 x 7. The Heritage building will be open from 9am to 9pm. I will be at the fair all week and look forward to talking with visitors.

Mayor Manchester has donated village water works photos and information to the History Center.

The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” book celebrates the Village of Lacona’s history and debuts on July 1st at the 148th Oswego County Fair.

I began work on this book in July of 2004 and have shared with my readers the history of the Village of Lacona since January 2005. I have included interesting photographs and history of the village in every “Historians’ Corner” to celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the Incorporation of this village. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Irene Fuller and Phyllis LeBeau for their help in the research and typing of the book. This book is dedicated to the men and women who took an active interest in the important task of preserving the history of this town. I want to thank Jim and Phyllis who worked with the many photographs and helped with the layout of the book. I wish to thank Stratt and Jack Killam, Jack and Bob Parker, Norm and Vic Widrig, George Blount, Betty McDougal, Nancy Soule, Nancy Ridgeway, the Coterie Club, Margaret Kastler, Celestine Kerr, Jill Mattison, Pauline Tanner, Perry Hastings, Betty Atkinson, Sally Turo and the many others who gave so generously of their time to supply photos, share history, relate their family genealogy and proof-read this book. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

July 5, 2005

PHOTO: Sandy Creek Fair Entrance, courtesy of Don McDougal

In this photo, buggies line up to enter the Fair. At this time, the main entrance was on Franklin Street. The Secretary’s office is in the background.

These two items were found while researching the Lacona book and were interesting to me and I hope to my readers. 

On the 4th of July 1906, three German prisoners escaped from the detention camp at Kingston, Ontario, rested on the green opposite the store of Bosworth and Joyner in Sandy Creek and lunched on the bread and cakes which, they secured in the store.

August 16, 1906- Austin’s carriage will leave McKee’s store at Lacona for the fairgrounds at 9 a. m. and 1 p. m. daily during the 49th Sandy Creek Fair. The 49th  Sandy Creek Fair partakes of the general prosperity of the country and large crowds daily visit the exhibits which are large, especially in agricultural machinery, wagons and carriages, stoves, agricultural products, flowers and bake-stuffs. H. A. Prescott of the Ridge Road shows a bundle of corn 15 feet high, which reaches to the roof of the hall. The feature of the fair, outside of the halls, are the races, which have more entries than ever and are all hotly contested. The winner on Tuesday in the 2:35 pace was Jim D, owned by P. G. Hydorn and driven by S. Dewitt. The balloon ascensions have been fine and leave nothing to be desired. Tuesday the landing was made in the pasture back of the Baptist Church and on Wednesday in Woodlawn Cemetery just across the ravine from the fairgrounds.

Visitors to the History Center last month donated pictures and information for the Lacona History book. Sally Turo and Marian Wilder brought in kitchen items, Gary Sweeney donated a 1915 heart shaped ladies fan from the Oswego County Fair and Pat Miller, Barb Joslyn, Jack and Bob Parker and Don McDougal brought in pictures to be copied for the History Center files.

Today is the last day of the Oswego County Fair and I look forward to Heritage Day on August 27th. This family fun day will be held at the fairgrounds and local organizations are encouraged to participate as are crafters and vendors. Contact me at 387-5456 x 7.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

July 12, 2005

Photo: Leaders Baseball Club (1890-1893)

In a past column I asked for information on this baseball club. Afterwards I found this information and photo from the archives. 

The Leaders Baseball Club of Sandy Creek was organized in 1890 and continued until the close of the season in 1893, according to an article by Gilson D. Wart in the 1925 Centennial History of the Town of Sandy Creek. Pictured, back row, from L to R: Jim Porter, Tad Harding, Ben Mansfield, Jim LaTant and Harry Bartlett. Middle row: Dr. Will Bristol, Gene Hubbard and John Thompson. Front row: Gilson Wart and Gil Hadley. Frank Bonner, Earl Brown and Eugene Millard were also team members. Ralph Pratt of Orwell sometimes umpired the games. Games were played in Recreation Park, built by the earlier “Empires” team on the south side of Lake Street, about opposite Woodlawn Cemetery. 

The story of baseball in Sandy Creek dates from the organization of the X. L. Club, May 6, 1866. H. E. Root was president and on May 29, 1866, he and other officers were granted permission to rent the new part (now section L) of the cemetery grounds by the just-organized Union Cemetery Association. Rental was $12 for the year. 

Past historian, Marie K. Parsons writes, “Returning Civil War veterans were probably responsible for the early baseball enthusiasm in this community. Local men in Company G of the 24th NY Volunteer Cavalry actually served in the First Brigade, First Division, First Corps- the original “Iron Brigade”- under Brig. General Abner Doubleday.”

Village of Pulaski Historian, MaryLou Morrow has donated two Sandy Creek postcards, one of the Gun Rich (on Sandy Pond) and the other of Stone Bridge and creek, a chattel mortgage between W. W. Wolcott and Thomas B. Trumbull dated April 17, 1899, an invitation to a “Cotillon” dated December 29, 1851 and a newspaper article comparing the population of Sandy Creek from 1930-1980. Thank you MaryLou. The photo of the Gun Rich is especially important because we had no photo of the entire building! The photo and a brief history will appear in the next column and is another addition to Sandy Pond Memories II. We have not given up on doing this book but need information from our readers. 

The new Lacona history book is selling well, get your copy by stopping by the History Center any Friday. Town Clerk Tammy Miller and Deputy Clerk Celestine Kerr will also have access to copies for sale during business hours.  

Heritage Day is planned for Saturday, August 27. This family fun day will be held at the fairgrounds and local organizations are encouraged to participate as are crafters and vendors. Contact me at 387-5456 x 7.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

July 19, 2005

PHOTO: Gun Rich, Sandy Pond courtesy of MaryLou Morrow

The Gun Rich was operated by the Gunsalus family and was a popular “eating place” at Sandy Pond prior to World War II. It had a panoramic view of the south end of North Pond from its location at the high bluff at the water’s edge.

The Gun Rich was located east of the junction of the upper and lower lake roads and was at one time, a camp owned by Mr. Houck of Syracuse who operated a small restaurant and bakeshop there. In the 1936 the property was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Gunsalus and Miss Rowena Richardson of Syracuse who operated the business as a partnership, catering to the public with fine food and offering limited accommodations for overnight guests as the building had only six sleeping rooms. The partnership continued until World War II when they ceased operation. 

In 1946, Mr. and Mrs. Gunsalus bought out the interest of Miss Richardson and in 1947 sold the business to D. L. Walden of Binghamton, who ran it for three seasons.

While in the hands of Mr. and Mrs. Waldon, the business was expanded, the bank across the road from the Gun Rich was fitted for use and a boat livery was set up there. The grounds about the Gun Rich were landscaped and five cabins were built, adding to the sleeping accommodations of the hotel.

In the spring of 1950 the property was sold to William Kramnicz of Oxford who operated the hotel on a limited scale. In September of that year it was completely destroyed by fire. The property has since been sub-divided and some camps made from the original camps of the Gun Rich.

The 148th Oswego County Fair is over and Heritage Hall showcased local historians and the history of several counties and every town and village in Oswego County with few exceptions! The roundtable discussions were interesting and fairly well attended. The topics covered the village of Cleveland history, cemetery repair and cleaning, early Volney settlers, Oswego City Irish, Kasoag area families, Redfield history, Civil War veteran research, Town of Sandy Creek veterans, family tree research and newspaper clipping/preservation. The many visitors enjoyed the displays, talking to historians, researching ancestors and just visiting with other fairgoers.

Heritage Day is planned for Saturday, August 27. This family fun day will be held at the fairgrounds and local organizations are encouraged to participate, as are crafters and vendors. Contact me at 387-5456 x 7.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. (I will be away on Friday, August 5th) Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole 

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

July 26, 2005

PHOTO: World War II can drive. Pictured from left to right is Lymon Robbins, Leona Kinney Butler, Virginia Chrisman Peter and (Judge) Terry Crast.

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall and at Heritage Day. I encourage you to stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. The book will be edited, typed and production will begin after that date and the book will debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration. 

The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” is getting great reviews and can be purchased at the Town Hall during business hours. The Village held its first recorded meeting on March 31, 1880. The cost of incorporating the village was $80. At the second meeting in April 1880 two trustees were directed to start looking for a “lock-up.” The lock up was found by the third meeting!

Heritage Day is planned for Saturday, August 27and is sponsored by a DEC grant through Arts and Culture of Oswego County. This family fun day will be held at the fairgrounds and local organizations are encouraged to participate, as are crafters and vendors. 

We will have live music by Steve Woolson, an Irish Storyteller/dancer, Mrs. Betty Atkinson will share stories and information on the War of 1812, a local square-dancing group, history displays from many of the local towns and villages, games and old fashioned crafts for the kids to do and take home, demonstrations on soap making, butter and ice cream making, hand-made black ash baskets, food by the Sandy Creek Grange, strawberry shortcake by the Eastern Star ladies and much more. Later in the day we will celebrate Lacona’s 125th with cake and cookies. Please mark your calendars! We begin at 9am on the Sandy Creek fairgrounds. 

Several donations for the History Center came in during the county fair. Thanks to Pat Fregoe for an early Sandy Creek pin-cushion figurine that belonged to Olive Clement and the precious music book from Mrs. Isabelle (Taylor) Carpenter who taught at the Young District School (Rt. 11 across from Caster Road) and lived in Sandy Creek all her life; the Rail City, Sandy Pond, N. Y. souvenir dish from Linda MacNamara; a Watertown phone directory from June and Bob Walker; Sandy Creek News paper dated July 2, 1925 from Glenna and Dick Gorski; two Sandy Pond postcards from Patricia Richards and Jack and Bonnie Parker donated Jack’s fathers’ typewriter and will be added to the Blount Parker collection.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. (I will be away on Friday, August 5th) Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

August 2, 2005

PHOTO: First National Bank of Lacona

On Feb. 29, 1912, the First National Bank of Lacona was established, electing George R. Blount President and Charles M. Salisbury, Vice-president.  Other members of the board were William H. Fox, Frederick L. Santway, Roscoe Sargent, James G. Snyder, Malcom J. Upton, Frederick G. Utley and James B. Vork.  On April 9, 1912, S. J. Sturdevant was made cashier.

The Bank received its legal authorization in April and open for business May 20, 1912 in the Lobello block in Lacona.  Alfred L. Wise became cashier and was replaced in July 1925 by Wendell M. Sprague, who held the position until his retirement in 1964. In 1923 a handsome bank building was erected.  On Wednesday night, August 22, 1923, the officials gave a public reception and crowds of people from surrounding villages were in attendance.  The United Concert Band, with F. I. Guy as director, gave a concert on the grounds in front of the building. 

The directors of the bank in 1925 were George R. Blount, Williiam H. Fox, Eugene M. Hastings, Clarence E. Reese, C. M. Salisbury, Roscoe Sargent, Daniel B. Schuyler, Ralph W. Shaul, James G. Snyder, M. J. Upton and Fillmore G. Utley.  Officers were George R. Blount, President.; C. M. Salisbury, Vice-president.; Alfred L. Wise, cashier; Glen Colon, assistant cashier; Roscoe Sargent, attorney.

Following the death of Charles M. Salisbury, who was killed during an attempted holdup on May 7, 1936, a complete bandit-barrier system was installed.

The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” is getting great reviews and can be purchased at the Town Hall during business hours.

Heritage Day is planned for Saturday, August 27 and is sponsored by a DEC grant through Arts and Culture of Oswego County. This family fun day will be held at the fairgrounds and local organizations are encouraged to participate, as are crafters and vendors. 

We will have live music by Steve Woolson, an Irish Storyteller/dancer, Mrs. Betty Atkinson will share stories and information on the War of 1812, a local square-dancing group, history displays from many of the local towns and villages, games and old fashioned crafts for the kids to do and take home, demonstrations on soap making, butter and ice cream making, hand-made black ash baskets, food by the Sandy Creek Grange, strawberry shortcake by the Eastern Star ladies and much more. Later in the day we will celebrate Lacona’s 125th with cake and cookies. Please mark your calendars! We begin at 9am on the Sandy Creek fairgrounds. 

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall and at Heritage Day. I encourage you to stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. The book will be edited, typed and production will begin after that date and the book will debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration. 

I will attend the NYS Regional Archives Committee meeting at Sandy Island Beach State Park on Thursday, August 4 and will be away on Friday, August 5th. 

I am in my office on Friday, August 12th from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

August 9, 2005

PHOTO: These unidentified draftees standing outside the Pulaski Court House need to be named. This photo was donated to the History Center by Fay and Millie Reid. 

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall and at Heritage Day. I encourage you to stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. The book will be edited, typed and production will begin after that date and the book will debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration. 

This news article was found in the Sandy Creek News dated 1941: Lacona Plant Is Kept Busy With Defense Orders. Large Orders from Messena (sp) Aluminum Plant Received by Lacona Sand and Gravel Company. Following a busy summer season, when orders from the Pine Camp military reservation and airport kept two shifts busy, working night and day, a recent order for over 60,000 yards of aggregate sand, gravel and cement for a new defense aluminum plant to be built at Massena (sp) has again stepped up production at the plant of the Lacona Sand and Gravel Company, W. J. Hinds, plant manager, stated today. A brief respite was allowed when the cement work at Pine Camp neared completion and in recent weeks the plant was operated on day shift only. However, the new defense order is expected to keep the wheels of industry churning there on a day and night basis until the weather becomes unfavorable when materials will be shipped from stock. Approximately 40,000 tons of material was used during the past season in the construction at Pine Camp, nearly all of which came from the Lacona pit. 

Heritage Day is planned for Saturday, August 27 from 9am to 5pm at the Oswego County Fairgrounds at Sandy Creek. This event is sponsored, in part, with public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts Decentralization Program administered locally by Arts and Culture of Oswego County. This family fun day will be held at the fairgrounds and local organizations are encouraged to participate, as are crafters and vendors. 

We will have live music by Steve Woolson, an Irish Storyteller/dancer, Mrs. Betty Atkinson will share stories and information on the War of 1812, a local square-dancing group, history displays from many of the local towns and villages, games and old fashioned crafts for the kids to do and take home, demonstrations on soap making, butter and ice cream making, hand-made black ash baskets, food by the Sandy Creek Grange, strawberry shortcake by the Eastern Star ladies and much more. Later in the day we will celebrate Lacona’s 125th with cake and cookies. Please mark your calendars! We begin at 9am on the Sandy Creek fairgrounds. 

I am in my office on Friday, August 12th from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian (Historians’ Corner column)

August 16, 2005

PHOTO: The Newton Block, on the corner of North Main and Lake Streets, was constructed in 1897. This photo was taken between 1912 and 1919. 

The Newton Block was constructed in 1897 by local contractor Smith H. Barlow for P. M. Newton, a Sandy Creek businessman. The Corner Drug Store was then the business of R. W. Shaul, who operated it from 1900 until his death in 1944. The Post Office was housed where the Corner Laundromat is now and an undertaking parlor and furniture store occupied the present post office quarters. The building was razed in 1976.

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall and at Heritage Day on August 27th. I encourage you to stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. The book will be edited, typed and production will begin after that date and the book will debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration. 

The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” is getting great reviews and can be purchased at the Town Hall during business hours or come by the Sandy Creek fairgrounds on Saturday, August 27th and pick up your copy there. The creation of this book has been planned to coincide with the 125th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Village of Lacona in 1880. Cake, cookies and punch will be served at 1pm on Heritage Day with music by Kelsey Munz. Plan to attend. 
Sandy Creek History Center recent donations include a Community Chorus Book, copyright 1918 and a photograph of B. M. Cummings given by Pat Miller; Gary Hitchcock donated three ledgers dating from 1889, a Sandy Creek Newspaper dated 1944, two postcards and items from Donald Hitchcock and several photographs from the Bartlett Family; and “The Porter Story” from Elaine and Don Wood. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

August 23, 2005-Historians’ Corner

PHOTO: Women’s Relief Corps, members of the GAR Auxiliary, in front of the W. D. Sprague home (1st house south of the library) on South Main Street. The two ladies on the porch were the only ones’ identified and they are the McKee Twins, Mrs. Harriet E. Cotrell and Mrs. Helen Sprague, grandmother of Wendell Sprague. 

The National Women’s Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, is a patriotic organization whose express purpose is to perpetuate the memory of the Grand Army of the Republic. The members cooperate in doing honor to all those who have patriotically served our country in any war. They teach patriotism and duties of citizenship, the true history of our country and the love and honor of our flag. They organized at the request of the GAR in 1883 and incorporated by Act of the 87th Congress in 1962. They have the distinction of being the only Patriotic Organization in existence founded solely on the basis of loyal womanhood, regardless of kinship, and through which any woman may render service to her country.

During World War II milkweed was collected by school children throughout Oswego County and Sandy Creek to aid in the war effort. The milkweed floss was urgently needed to replace kapok in life preservers and aviator’s suits by the armed forces. Japan controlled kapok, formerly used for that purpose, and they were not releasing any of it to America. The common milkweed when gathered in sufficient quantity proved to be even better. Nelson Davis, agricultural teacher in Sandy Creek Central School, was in charge of collection in the Town of Sandy Creek and mesh bags for that purpose were obtained from him at the school. In Redfield bags were obtained from Theo Grant. The instructions were to pick the pods after the seeds turned brown, and the outside of the pods had a darker, drier appearance. Pods were to be loosely packed into the bags and hung up in a dry place to prevent mildew. The price paid was 20 cents a bag, but much of the payment for the work required was the knowledge that one was helping in the manufacture of equipment that may be the means of saving the life of a seaman or an airman forced down at sea. 

I need milkweed plants for a display I am having on Veterans Day. Please, bring the plant by the town hall in tact. Thank you! 

The Sandy Creek News, September 13, 1944, reported, “Of the county quota of five thousand bags or about 37 tons, a total of about 1400 bags has been brought in to date and the pods are being dried in the buildings on the Sandy Creek Fairgrounds. Stating that the pods in this section are now ripe for picking, Mr. Davis urged that the collection effort be continued for the next two weeks, adding that plenty of the milkweed pods still remain along the roads and fields in the rural sections. A payment of 20 cents a bag is made which represents a total of $38.80 which has been paid to local school children for the 194 bags collected so far.”

The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” is getting great reviews and can be purchased at the Town Hall during business hours or come by Heritage Day at the Sandy Creek fairgrounds on Saturday, August 27th and pick up your copy there. The creation of this book has been planned to coincide with the 125th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Village of Lacona in 1880. Cake, cookies and punch will be served at 1pm on Heritage Day with music by Kelsey Munz. Plan to attend!

Heritage Day is a family fun day with activities and games for children all day. We need volunteers to work with Rose Graham on the children’s games. The Sandy Creek Grange will serve food and Eastern Star will again serve their famous Strawberry Shortcake. History displays, demonstrations, live music, square dancing and crafters will be featured throughout the day. Admission is free!

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall and at Heritage Day. I encourage you to stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. The book will be edited, typed and production will begin after that date and the book will debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration to be held at the VFW. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7 and leave a message if I am away from my desk.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

August 30, 2005

PHOTO: “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” book authors, Irene Fuller, Charlene Cole and Phyllis Le Beau.

The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” is getting great reviews and can be purchased at the Town Hall during business hours. I have created a Lacona History Quiz featuring ten questions. The quiz was available at Heritage Day and a copy can be picked up at the town hall for those interested in testing their knowledge.

Webster’s dictionary defines a volunteer as one who gives help, does a service or takes an obligation voluntarily. The History Center is blessed with hard working, dedicated residents who give freely of their time and talents. Phyllis is working with me on the World War II book and researching future veterans’ books. Sally, Margaret, Irene and Betty are instrumental in photo identification and copy/preservation work, and Irene worked with me on the Lacona book, Frances continues diligently with the never-ending task of the newspaper file, Jim works on photographs and imaging while Jim Allen and John Munson do odds and ends which include small scale carpentry jobs. If you see them, thank them for their service to this community. 

Heritage Day is over and I’d like to thank everyone who worked to make it a success. Special thanks to Rose Graham and Rae Allen who worked so hard on the garden outside of Heritage Hall and shared their special talents with visitors to Heritage Day.  

Betty Archer and Irene Robbins came by to pick up their copy of the Lacona History book and drop off a paper written by Mabel Carnrite shortly after her retirement from teaching. This special addition to the archives has been added to her personal papers. 

September 2, 1945 marks Japan’s formal surrender to the Allies on board the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. My column continues with tid-bits of information of World War II and in future columns I will feature several soldiers killed in action during this war. 

During World War II V-mail service was created for those who wished to write letters to personnel of the armed forces abroad. Designed to conserve transportation space and expedite handling of messages, the V-mail service features a letter sheet-envelope on which the message is written. It is then photographed and a miniature negative of the message sent overseas where the message is once more reproduced on a letter and forwarded to the address. The service was optional and was available at the Sandy Creek and Lacona Post Offices.

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall. I encourage you to stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. The book will be edited, typed and production will begin after that date and the book will debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration to be held at the VFW. 

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7 and leave a message if I am away from my desk.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

September 6, 2005 Historians’ Corner

PHOTO: S/Sgt. Warren Ridgeway, KIA

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall. I encourage you to stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. The book will be edited, typed and production will begin after that date and the book will debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration to be held at the VFW. 

In the next few weeks I will attempt to honor the memories of local soldiers killed in action (KIA) during World War II. They made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.

Sandy Creek News, February 7, 1945: (headline) Sgt. Ridgeway Is Reported Missing. A telegram from the War Department stating that their son, Staff Sergeant Warren E. Ridgeway was missing in action January 20 in Germany was received Tuesday night by Mr. and Mrs. John Ridgeway, Sr. of Lacona. His last letters home were dated early in January, somewhere in Germany. S/Sgt. Ridgeway was one of the first men from this community to volunteer in December 1940 and as a member of the hard fighting infantry unit, had come through the North African and Sicilian campaigns. After a period of training in England he went back into action on the continent at the time of the invasion and fought through France and recently was believed to have taken part in the great counter-offensive seeking to penetrate the Siegfried Line in Germany.

Sandy Creek News: (headline) Family To Receive Awards Won by S/Sgt. Ridgeway. Mr. and Mrs. John Ridgeway Sr. have received a letter from the War Department regarding the decorations and awards to which their son, S/Sgt. Warren E. Ridgeway was entitled. Missing in action since January 20, 1945 and officially declared dead a year later, S/Sgt. Ridgeway was one of the first from this community to volunteer in December 1940 and was a veteran of the North African and Sicilian campaigns and of the invasion of the European continent in June 1944. The letter reads: I have the honor to inform you that by direction of the President, the Bronze Star Medal has been awarded to your son by the Commanding General, 9th Infantry Division for distinguishing himself by heroic achievement in action against the enemy on 17 July 1944.

The article continues: In addition to the above decoration S/Sgt. Ridgeway was entitled to the Combat Infantry Badge, American Service Medal, American Theater Ribbon, European-African-Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon with one Silver and one Bronze Service Star for the Tunisia, Sicily, Rhineland and Ardennes Campaigns with one Bronze Oak-Leaf Cluster for service with the 39th Infantry when it was cited in the name of the President for outstanding performance of duty, 6-9 August 1944 and 18 June 1944, Bronze Arrowhead for the invasion of North Africa, World War II Victory Ribbon. The record show that the Posthumous Purple Heart was forwarded to you and should be received by you in the near future.

Many of us are too young to remember rationing during World War II. This “ration reminder” appeared in an article from Sandy Creek News in 1943: GASOLINE-In 17 east-coast states A-6 coupons are now good. In states outside the east-coast area A-8 coupons are now good. FUEL OIL-Period 1 coupons are good through January 3. SUGAR-stamp No. 14 good for 5 pounds through October. Stamps No. 15 and 16 good for 5 pounds each for home canning through October 31. SHOES-stamp No. 18 good for 1 pair. Validity has been extended indefinitely. MEATS, FATS-brown stamps C and D good through October 30. Brown stamp E becomes good October 10 and remains good through October 30. PROCESSED FOODS-blue stamps U, V and W expire October 20. Blue stamps X, Y and Z are good through November 20. I’d be interested in hearing from anyone with stamps to donate or use for display at the History Center.

I am in my office on Fridays from 9:30 to 4 PM. Stop by for coffee and interesting conversation or call me at 387-5456 x 7 and leave a message if I am away from my desk.

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

September 13, 2005

PHOTO: Pvt. Rex Zufelt

In the next few weeks I will attempt to honor the memories of local soldiers killed in action (KIA) during World War II. They made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom.

Pvt. Rex Zufelt, 19, was killed in France on September 5, 1944.

In a letter written October 1, 1944 by Cpl. Paul Ridgeway, who is somewhere in France with a mechanized cavalry group, reference is made to the gallant actions of Pvt. Rex Zufelt, son of Mrs. Doris Zufelt of this village, at the time he was killed in action. 

The letter states: “I saw Rex Zufelt only one day previous to the day he gave his life so gallantly for the cause we are all here for. His buddies from his troop whom I saw three days after it happened told me about him. It was unbelievable. His favorite buddies the next day made the enemy, which were still in the same spot suffer heavily and they did it for Rex. It brings to us more clearly that for which we are fighting. We are all buddies, irregardless of civilian life, rich or poor, have or have-not, we are the same. We have no cause to complain because we are earning only a couple of dollars a day, and no cause to strike because we cannot get more.”

Pvt. Zufelt was born in the town of Sandy Creek on December 2, 1924, the son of Edwin and Doris (Howard) Zufelt. His father was killed in an automobile accident in 1931. He attended Sandy Creek High School and previous to entering the service was employed by Blount Lumber Company. He was inducted into the service on March 18, 1943 and assigned to Camp Gordon, Ga., where he received his training with the 3rd Cavalry M. A. C. V. He arrived in England in July. A memorial service was held at the Sandy Creek Methodist Church on September 5th. A Purple Heart was awarded posthumously to Mrs. Zufelt.

Sandy Creek News-January 1943-Surgical Dressings Report is Given, Workers Needed  A report on surgical dressings completed during the month of December, in the town of Sandy Creek, is given through Mrs. Howard Blount, local chairman of the Red Cross. Sandy Creek held eleven meetings with 22 workers and completed 1150 4 x 4 sponges and 1400 2 x 2 sponges. Lacona had thirteen meetings with 23 workers and finished 1225 4 x 4 sponges and 2225 2 x 2 sponges. As the groups are still working on the November quota, more workers are urgently needed to bring the quota up to date. Until further notice both groups will work at the Lacona room with regular meetings scheduled for Tuesday afternoons at 2:30 and Thursday and Friday evenings at 7:30. Transportation will be provided Sandy Creek workers who will be a Shaul’s Drug Store at 2:15 and 7:15 on the days scheduled. 

A prototype of the World War II book will be available for corrections and additions at the Town Hall. PLEASE, stop by and make any corrections or additions before the deadline of September 16th. All information must be in so the book can be edited, typed and ready for the book debut at the November 11th Veterans Day celebration to be held at the VFW. 

As I write this column I am preparing for knee surgery on September 6th. I will be working from home for the next few weeks and will be “checking in” for messages and mail. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historian’ Corner September 20, 2005

PHOTO: Glen Harwood Crast

Sandy Creek News: November 17, 1943


One of two local men to attain the rank of Major thus far in the present conflict, Major Crast had made a brilliant record in his Army career, having enlisted as a private in the Air Corps, November 7, 1939 at Syracuse. In August 1940 he received his appointment as a flying cadet and attended pre-flight school at Tulsa, Oklahoma, completing his basic training at Randolph Field, Texas in December 1940. He was then transferred to Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field for ten weeks, when he received his wings and commission as a second lieutenant. After his graduation from Kelly Field he was an Army test pilot at the Bell Plane Factory in Buffalo, and following the outbreak of the war was sent to the Canal Zone where he was stationed for some time. He was promoted to Captain in September 1942. In February 1943, word of his promotion to Major was received by his mother and he was then transferred from the Canal Zone to Drew Field, Tampa, Florida where he helped train pilots for the Army Air Force. He is believed to have been there until mid-summer, when his outfit was sent overseas.

After his death his mother, Mrs. Goldie Crast, wrote, “In loving memory of my beloved son, Major Harwood Crast, who gave his life serving his country, September 15, 1943. He died that others might live: Soldier’s Epitaph: Where alien skies, eternally are blue. Beneath an aged shell-torn olive tree, and trampled flowers. One sleeps who loved his life as we love ours. Yet fought and died for those he never knew.”

In the August 23rd column I gave a little history of the collection of milkweed in Sandy Creek for the war effort. Milkweed replaced kapok in life preservers and aviator suits as Japan controlled kapok, formerly used for that purpose, and were not releasing any of it to America. I asked for readers to bring some into my office to use in a Heritage Day display. Thanks to Arthur “Jr.” Thompson from Sandy Creek and Chuck VanLiew from Caughdenoy for their quick response. 

Pastor George Reed built a replica of the “Brig Oneida.” The ship was built in Oswego and was the flagship of Commodore Woolsey during the War of 1812. Reed loaned it to the History Center for display at Heritage Day and it remains on display at the town hall. 

“Daughters of the War of 1812” is forming a local chapter. Ann Brown is the contact person and I’d like to get Ms. Brown to attend an informal meeting to discuss joining and filling out forms. Anyone interested should call my office or Mrs. Betty Atkinson. 

This town was awarded a Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant (LGRMIFG) for 2005-2006. The money will begin the process of microfilming many of our old, deteriorating town, village and historical records for easier access to the public and local officials. 

Robert W. Arnold III from the State Archives explains, “New York’s Local Government Records Law was passed in 1987, it placed the responsibility for local government records squarely on the governments that produced them. It also charged the Commissioner of Education with regulating and advising those governments about their records. But initially there were no resources to effect change at the local level, nor were there funds to support the State Archives in addressing the commissioner’s mandate. Enter the LGRMIF, created by the state legislature in 1989. Its overall objective is improvement of government at all levels through better management of records, and it works like this: a portion of all fees paid in the county clerk’s offices for recording documents such as deeds and mortgages goes into the LGRMIF to support technical assistance to local governments. The LGRMIF also underwrites a competitive grants program to help governments make improvements to their record-keeping systems.”

Oswego County Clerk George Williams is chair of the Local Government Records Advisory Council, which advises the Commissioner of Education on the LGRMIF. 

In the next column I will discuss the process of obtaining a LGRMIF grant. 

I will be working from home for the next few weeks and will be “checking in” for messages and mail. 

My e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us   Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner September 27, 2005

PHOTO: Walter J. Ridgeway

Sandy Creek News: Parents Received Purple Heart Medal Awarded Pvt. Ridgeway Posthumously


The Purple Heart Medal, posthumously awarded to Pvt. Walter J. Ridgeway has been received by his parents, Mr. And Mrs. Eugene Ridgeway. The accompanying letter over the signature of Henry L. Stimson reads, “It is sent as a tangible expression of the country’s gratitude for his gallantry and devotion.” Pvt. Ridgeway was first reported missing in action November 9, 1944, just six months ago today. On March 11, 1945 a telegram was received notifying his parents that he had been killed on that date.


A letter dated March 23, somewhere in Germany, has been received by his parents from the Chaplain of his outfit advising them that he was buried in an American Military Cemetery in the Province of Lorraine, France and that further information regarding the location of the grave will be sent when censorship permits. The letter continued, “It will please you to know that Walter was always a good soldier and a good man. He was well liked and respected by all who knew him. You have just reason to be proud of him.”


They have also received a letter from the Personnel Officer of the 319th Infantry to which Walter was attached. It read in part, “The death of your son is a great loss to us, and we, the officers and men were proud to have served our country with him. Your son was killed in action while serving with Company A. 319th Infantry as a rifleman in an attack on a town in France. He was instantly killed when his organization was subjected to heavy small-arms fire.”


I attended and presented a workshop at the Association of Public Historians of New York State Fall Conference at Alex Bay this past weekend. 
The Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Process continued: Behind every LGRMIF awards cycle is a tremendous logistical effort by Government Records Services to produce comprehensive application materials, assist potential applicants, provide training, establish reasonable and fair policies, and rigorously review the hundreds of applications received each year. 

The work begins in June, when grant application packets are composed and distributed through the State Archives’ website and its regional offices. In early autumn, State Archives staff members present a series of workshops throughout the state for potential applicants. Frequently asked questions and responses are also posted on the Archives’ website and hundreds of consultations with applicants take place onsite, by phone and by e-mail. 

Next, applicants focus on their records problems and issues and assemble the supporting materials for their grant proposals. State Archives regional staffers consult with applicants as needed but don’t review applications prior to submission; rather, this is an informal, friendly process that helps applicants gather information, gain confidence and submit their applications by the December deadline, when as many as 750 arrive at the State Archives.   

In March reviewers analyze each application and consider its merits. By the end of the daylong process, perhaps 500 applications will be recommended for some level of funding, and more than $10 million will be earmarked for local governments. Since 1990, the Commissioner of Education has awarded more than 7,000 grants - $140 million – to local governments to improve records accessibility, to efficiently manage record-keeping systems, and to guarantee the legacy of the history that has happened in records. 

The grant writing process is long and arduous and we have been rewarded with over $55,000 in the past four years. Grant money has allowed us to continue the preservation process I began when I took office in 2001. 

Charlene Cole

historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner October 4, 2005

PHOTO: Sgt. Elmer I. Guy

Sandy Creek News: Lacona


Overseas less than two months, T/Sgt. Elmer Guy, 33, son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Guy of Lacona, was killed September 23, in a motor vehicle accident, according to a War Department telegram received Tuesday by his wife at Willard.


He was serving with a medical detachment in a field artillery unit after having been sent overseas about August 1, his parents reported. Details of the accident will be supplied in a follow up letter, the War Department added.


Born in Willard April 6, 1911, Sgt. Guy came here with his family while a boy. He attended Lacona schools and was graduated from Sandy Creek High School in 1931. He married the former Miss Viola Bass of Pulaski, September 16, 1934.


After attending Buffalo University for one year, he became a store-keeper at Willard State Hospital and was employed there nine years before his enlistment in the Army April 17, 1941.


Prior to going overseas, he received his army training at Camp Croft, S. C., Camp Livingston, La., Camp Pickett, La., and Fort Lewis, Washington.


He is buried in the American Cemetery, France.

Sandy Creek News….1941…(headline) Knitting is Sent Abroad by Red Cross

The Sandy Creek Red Cross Branch has just sent to headquarters for shipment abroad, 55 garments recently completed by local groups. Included in the shipment are 21 sweaters and 37 pairs of socks as well as several layettes, these having been made by students in the Home Economics Department at Sandy Creek High School. Particular credit is due the Home Economics Department, members of the women’s class of the Methodist Sunday School, and Fortnightly Club members who assisted in the work, Mrs. J. R. Staplin, local chairman, emphasizes. 

Some knitting has not yet been turned in by persons who have undertaken it, and it is urged that all such work be completed and sent to Mrs. Alice Austen, knitting chairman, as soon as possible.

The World War II book is almost complete. Thanks to all of you who sent information in on this important project. Thanks to Phyllis LeBeau who has worked on researching the veterans for this book and Richmond Lambie who researched the timeline and medals. Mark your calendars for Friday, November 11, from 1pm to 4pm, when a program to honor our World War II veterans will be presented at the VFW on Salisbury Street. 

The past few years we have invited local children’s groups to take part in the annual Christmas Tree event which is held at the Town Hall and the Ainsworth Library. This event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since I have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their tree to. Every year they do a “theme” tree and invite the community in to vote for their favorite tree. The ballot reads: “I love all the trees but my favorite tree is No.____.” A certificate of participation for every group is awarded, cookies and punch is served and everyone leaves happy and feeling good about the holiday and themselves.  Last year over 100 children took part and I was asked to host the event again this year. The theme this year is “patriotic” and ties in with the World War II book debut on November 11th. This year the trees will be decorated the week of November 7th, community voting will begin on November 14th through the 25th and the party and distribution of trees will be held on Monday, November 28th. The community is strongly encouraged to vote for their favorite tree. Contact Rae Allen or myself if you know of a person or family who could benefit from a lovely decorated tree. The Library has the tree we gave them a couple of years ago and all pre-school children are encourage to bring an ornament for that tree. 

I will be away from the office the next few weeks visiting my children and “new” granddaughter.

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner October 11, 2005

PHOTO: Allen D. Hamer, Veteran of WWI and WWII

From the Sandy Creek News:

Hamer was one of the first battle causalities to arrive home. Hamer who was over draft age, volunteered for service and was later sent overseas with an air base squadron. He declares this is a young man’s war, the pace being too tough for older men. On their way to their destination in the Pacific area, the ship was crowded with troops, temperatures ranged from 120 degrees during the day to quite cool at night. During the trip he contracted asthma, not common among the soldiers being transported under these conditions. He was in Australia, New Caledonia and on Guadalcanal. Wounded by shrapnel, infection set in and he also suffered with malaria. He was in overseas hospital for three months, and one month at Schick General Hospital, Clinton Iowa, where he will return for malaria inoculations following a fifteen day furlough at his home here. They had canned and dried foods in the Pacific area, no pastries, and the bread baked at the rear of the fighting zone molded in that damp climate before it could be moved up to the men.
Mr. Hamer who is 44, is a veteran of WW I, having served in Panama at that time. Hamer received an honorable discharge from the Army for physical unfitness.
Mr. Hamer died at age 67 on December 19, 1965 at his home in Edgewater, Florida

Mark your calendars for Friday, November 11, from 1pm to 4pm, when a program to honor our World War II veterans will be presented at the VFW on Salisbury Street. Coffee, punch and cake will be served.

Sandy Creek News: (headline) Ormsby Service Flag

Hanging in the window of the Ormsby District School is a service flag with nine stars for former pupils now in the armed forces. Those represented are: Keith Wilder, Herbert Miller, John Ridgeway, Jr., Alfred Chrisman, Rex Chrisman, Rex McNitt, Lawrence Robbins, Donald Curtis and Paul kenway. All these excepting the last two are former pupils of the present teacher, Mrs. Hanna Ridgeway.

The past few years we have invited local children’s groups to take part in the annual Christmas Tree event which is held at the Town Hall and the Ainsworth Library. This event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since I have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their tree to. Every year they do a “theme” tree and invite the community in to vote for their favorite tree. The ballot reads: “I love all the trees but my favorite tree is No.____.” A certificate of participation for every group is awarded, cookies and punch is served and everyone leaves happy and feeling good about the holiday and themselves.  Last year over 100 children took part and I was asked to host the event again this year. The theme this year is “patriotic” and ties in with the World War II book debut on November 11th. This year the trees will be decorated the week of November 7th, community voting will begin on November 14th through the 25th and the party and distribution of trees will be held on Monday, November 28th. The community is strongly encouraged to vote for their favorite tree. Contact Rae Allen or myself if you know of a person or family who could benefit from a lovely decorated tree. The Library has the tree we gave them a couple of years ago and all pre-school children are encourage to bring an ornament for that tree. 

I will be away from the office the next few weeks visiting my children and “new” granddaughter.

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner October 18, 2005

PHOTO: J. Hugh Alexander (KIA)

Sandy Creek News: April 1944: (headline)Alexanders Receive Son’s Personal Effects 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Alexander of Sandy Pond have just received from the War Department the medals of their son, Hugh Alexander, who was killed in France in World War II, on July 18, 1944. At the time of his death he was platoon sergeant of Company A, 39th Infantry. The medals are to be displayed later somewhere in Sandy Creek so any fellow townsmen of Sgt. Alexander who are interested may see them. They speak very highly of the exceptional care shown by the army in collecting and sending these articles to them.

Among the articles were his leather wallet, class ring, pen and pencil, expert rifleman’s badge, the North Atlantic ribbon and the South Atlantic ribbon with three silver starts for the three battles in which he fought.  Also the good conduct medal, a money order which had been made out to his mother, a cigarette lighter, sharpening stone, $19.90 in money.  In a package received soon after there was a silver dollar pocket piece and an Italian coin.
Alexander is buried in St. Laurent, France, US Military Cemetery
Mark your calendars for Friday, November 11, from 1pm to 4pm, when a program to honor our World War II veterans will be presented at the VFW on Salisbury Street. Coffee, punch and cake will be served.

Sandy Creek News, 1942: (headline) Blackout Instructions 

General instructions are here given all persons in the Town of Sandy Creek for the trial blackout scheduled for an unspecified time after dark Thursday evening. Blackout signal for the village of Sandy Creek will be the fire siren which will sound intermittently for two minutes; for Lacona the Blount Lumber Company whistle will sound intermittently for two minutes; in rural districts persons will be notified by sector wardens and assistants. All clear signals at end of blackout will be given in the same manner. 

When blackout signal sounds all lights are to be turned out. This includes not only house and street lights, but commercial signs, lights in business places and in henhouses. Light in homes are allowed only in rooms whose windows are carefully covered. Persons are not to use the telephone during the blackout and for one half hour afterward except in case of emergency as telephone lines are to be kept clear for official use.

When blackout signal sounds, all cars are to pull over to the side of the road, turn out lights and all persons remain in car until all clear signal sounds. People are to stay inside, off the streets unless they have an official duty to perform, such as wardens, police, etc.

The past few years we have invited local children’s groups to take part in the annual Christmas Tree event which is held at the Town Hall and the Ainsworth Library. This event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since I have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their tree to. Every year they do a “theme” tree and invite the community in to vote for their favorite tree. The ballot reads: “I love all the trees but my favorite tree is No.____.” A certificate of participation for every group is awarded, cookies and punch is served and everyone leaves happy and feeling good about the holiday and themselves.  Last year over 100 children took part and I was asked to host the event again this year. The theme this year is “patriotic” and ties in with the World War II book debut on November 11th. This year the trees will be decorated the week of November 7th, community voting will begin on November 14th through the 25th and the party and distribution of trees will be held on Monday, November 28th. The community is strongly encouraged to vote for their favorite tree. Contact Rae Allen or myself if you know of a person or family who could benefit from a lovely decorated tree. The Library has the tree we gave them a couple of years ago and all pre-school children are encourage to bring an ornament for that tree. 

I will be in my office Friday, October 28th from 9:30 am to 4pm. Phone: 387-5456 x 7 or e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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October 25, 2005 Column

PHOTO: Charles D. Lounsbury, P. O. W.

Sandy Creek News: Pvt. Lounsbury is German Prisoner


A telegram from the War Department received last Friday by Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lounsbury informed them that their son, Pvt. Charles D. Lounsbury who has been missing in action in North Africa since February 17, was a prisoner of the German government. The telegram did not reveal his present location, but stated that further details would follow. They are eagerly awaiting information, which will make it possible for them to write him.


The telegram came as a great relief to Pvt. Lounsbury’s parents who had heard nothing concerning their son since receiving a telegram from the War Department on March 11 reporting him missing in action.


Pvt. Lounsbury together with his brother, Pvt. Clinton H. Lounsbury, were inducted into the service last June, both being sent to Ft. Meade, Md., where Pvt. Clinton Lounsbury continues to be stationed. Charles, who was connected with a service company, was sent overseas, arriving in North Africa in mid-October.

Sandy Creek News: Letter Arrives From Prisoner  in Germany


Mr. and Mrs. Dan Lounsbury have received their first letter from their son, Pvt. Charles D. Lounsbury, since they were notified of his being a prisoner in Germany. Dated March 7, it was written on the stationery of the Catholic Church while he was passing through Italy on the way to a prison camp in Germany, and was forwarded to them from the International Red Cross. Although the message, saying he was well and sent his love, was typed, the address on the letter was his own handwriting.

Sandy Creek News: Pvt. Lounsbury Home After 27 Months Spent In German Prison Camps


Pvt. Charles Lounsbury who spent 27 months in German prison camps gave his mother, Mrs. Charlotte Lounsbury and his sister, Miss Marjorie Lounsbury, a joyful surprise when he walked into their home in Lacona at 2 AM Sunday. While they had been notified of his liberation and knew that he was on his way home, they did not know just when he would arrive.


Pvt. Lounsbury, who had been overseas only about four months when he was captured by the Germans near Tunis on February 17, 1943, said that Red Cross food packages, together with the few packages from home which the Germans allowed them to receive, saved many prisoners from starvation. Their captors provided such items as pumpkin soup, cucumber soup and even soup made from grass, while bread was mixed with sawdust. 


He and the others captured with him were the first sizable group of American prisoners taken by the Germans and they were flown in transport planes across the Mediterranean to Italy, marched through the streets for propaganda purposes and then locked in freight cars and taken to Munich. During the journey Allied planes bombed and strafed the train. Their only food was a little bread and a meager ration of water was given them every three days. After about a month they were moved from Munich to Stalag 3 B at Furstenberg and while there, Pvt. Lounsbury worked as a carpenter, building a factory. The Germans paid them the equivalent of about 60 or 80 cents of American money a day, but the prisoners were glad to work as relief from the monotony of their life.


As the Russians advanced, the Germans started the prisoners on a long march to keep ahead of them and there was much suffering, many of the weaker prisoners dying. Pvt. Lounsbury lost 50 pounds in weight. A loaf of bread to eleven men was the ration. During the march they were bombed by American planes, which mistook them for enemy troops. At Luchenwald the advancing Americans caught up with them and they were flown back to France and given special diets and the best of care to get them back in condition. While at the Lucky Strike camp they were visited by General Eisenhower who satisfied himself as to the treatment they were receiving, and informed that they were to be taken home at the earliest possible moment. Pvt. Lounsbury was with a group of 375 leaving May 31 for the United States, the voyage taking 13 days, and rations were so good that he gained 12 pounds. From New York they were sent to Camp Kilmer, N. J. and then home on furlough.

Mark your calendars for Friday, November 11, from 1pm to 4pm, when a program to honor our World War II veterans will be presented at the VFW on Salisbury Street. Coffee, punch and cake will be served.

I will be in my office Friday, October 28th from 9:30 am to 4pm. Phone: 387-5456 x 7 or e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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November 1, 2005

PHOTO: Kenneth J. Crast

Sandy Creek News: 

S/Sgt. Crast is Missing in Action: Word has been received that S/Sgt. Kenneth J. Crast, son of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Crast, is missing in action, somewhere over Germany on September 13. No other details have been heard as of yet. He received his training in San Antonio and Amarillo, Texas, Seattle, Washington, Utah and Rapid City, South Dakota. He has been overseas in England about a year. An aerial gunner and first engineer on a Flying Fortress, he was based in France for a time. 

S/Sgt. Crast is prisoner in Germany: Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Crast received word Saturday that their son, S/Sgt. Kenneth J. Crast is a prisoner of war in Germany. Notification came to them through the International Red Cross, which advised that further details would be forwarded. He had been based in England but was believed to be flying from a French base at the time of his last flight.

Sandy Creek News: Air Medal Award for T-Sgt. Crast, POW in Germany (March 14, 1945)


T/Sgt. Kenneth J. Crast, U. S. Army Air Corps, now a prisoner of war in Germany, has been awarded the Air Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters; the medal being presented to his mother, Mrs. Goldie Crast at the Rome Army Air Base at Rome. 


The citation reads: “For meritorious achievement while participating in heavy bombardment missions over enemy occupied continental Europe. The courage, coolness and skill displayed by this enlisted man upon these occasions reflect great credit upon himself and the armed forces of the United States.”


T/Sgt. Crast is one of four brothers: Maj. Glenn Harwood Crast, AAF, fighter pilot, lost his life in combat at Salerno, Italy, in 1943. Pfc. Jack Crast, USMC and Pvt. D. R. Crast, USMC, are both somewhere in the Pacific. 

Sandy Creek News: (headline) D Day (June 6, 1944) Heralded by Ringing of Church Bells

First word of the arrival of “D” day and the opening of the second front was gained by early rising local residents who turned on their radios early yesterday morning and the first public announcement was made at one minute before 6 by the ringing of the Methodist Church bell, followed shortly after by the ringing of the bell at the Baptist Church. The Boylston Wesleyan Church bell was rung a little after seven o’clock.

Most of the churches held special prayer services later. The Baptist and Methodist Churches held their meetings last night, while the Episcopal service was held at 5:15.

Throughout the day many local residents followed events closely by means of radio. 

Veterans Day: Mark your calendars for Friday, November 11, from 1pm to 4pm, when a program to honor our World War II veterans will be presented at the VFW on Salisbury Street. Coffee, punch and cake will be served.

I will be in my office Friday from 9:30 am to 4pm. Phone: 387-5456 x 7 or e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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November 8, 2005

PHOTO: S/Sgt. Donald Zahler, KIA

In a letter to Mrs. Ida Zahler dated June 11, 1944 from the Army Air Forces Headquarters reads: “Under date of March 25th, the Adjutant General notified you that your son, S/Sgt. Donald Zahler had been reported missing in action over Germany since March 6th. Further information has been received indicating that Sgt. Zahler was a crew-member of a B-17, which departed from England on a bombardment mission to Erkner, Germany on March 6th. Full details are not available, but the report indicates that during this mission your son’s bomber sustained damage in an encounter with hostile aircraft, and that it left the formation and went into a steep dive. The report further indicates that eight parachutes were seen to leave the damaged aircraft…there is no other information obtainable at the present time…”

Sandy Creek News: Family Concludes Sgt. Zahler Died When Flying Fortress Crashed in Raid on Berlin (headline) S/Sgt. Donald Zahler, 19 year old son of Mr. and Mrs. Gottlieb Zahler of Lacona is believed to have lost his life as the Flying Fortress on which he was a tail gunner crashed in Germany March 6, 1944. Although the International Red Cross had reported him killed, members of the crew who parachuted safely and became German prisoners, believed for some time that Donald had also come through safely and either had been taken prisoner or escaped. 

In the book “Target Berlin” by Jeffery L. Ethell and Alfred Price, a historical account was given of the March 6, 1944 daylight attack on Berlin, Germany. The U. S. Eighth Air Force used a total of 702 heavy bombers, of which 69 were lost. Donald Zahler was a tail-gunner in one of these B-17’s “Hell in High Water.” In “Target Berlin” it states that this B-17 pilot was 1st Lieutenant Clyde Mason and was shot down by German fighters north of Masdeburg at approximately 12:45, two crew killed, eight bailed out and were taken prisoner. The aircraft crashed near Trebbin, south of Germany.

S/Sgt. Donald Zahler, 91st Bomber Group was stationed in Bassingbourn, England and was in his 8th mission over Europe. 

This Friday, November 11th is Veterans Day and a reception for all veterans is planned at the VFW from 1 PM to 4 PM. This event is open to the public. The World War II book will debut and can be purchased at this time. The book contains photos and history on our local veterans, a timeline, medals and much more. Military artifacts from the Civil War through Vietnam will be on display and the History Center will have a surprise “unveiling.”  Anyone with military artifacts they wish to display for the day is encouraged to bring them. Refreshments will be served after a brief program. Please take a moment to remember our veterans and active duty personnel stationed around the world.

This poem was written by William F. Ridgeway, Boylston, N. Y.  “Now I have joined the Army, A soldier I will be. I will fight any place on earth for home and liberty. I will always salute the flag and try to be a man, All the while I’m in the service of our good old Uncle Sam. For Uncle Sam’s been good to me. He’s used me mighty fine, and now when he is in trouble I am proud to stand in line. My officers I will obey, our President the same. I hope I never live to see our stars and stripes in shame.”

I will be in my office Friday from 9:30 am to 11:30 pm and at the VFW the remainder of the day. I can be reached at 387-5456 x 7 (if I am away from my desk leave a message and I will return your call as soon as possible) or e-mail me at historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole

News Brief or clip on front page:

This Friday, November 11th is Veterans Day and a reception for all veterans is planned at the VFW on Salisbury Street in Lacona from 1 PM to 4 PM. This event is open to the public. “The Sandy Creek Veterans of World War II” book will debut and can be purchased at this time. The book contains photos and history on our local veterans, a timeline, medals and much more. Military artifacts from the Civil War through Vietnam will be on display and the Sandy Creek History Center will have a surprise “unveiling.”  Anyone with military artifacts they wish to display for the day is encouraged to bring them to the VFW that day. Refreshments will be served after a brief program. Please take a moment to remember our veterans and active duty personnel stationed around the world.

Contact Charlene at 387-5456 x 7

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 x 7 (w)

695-2820 (h)

Sandy Creek History Center to host Veterans at reception on Veterans Day

Friday, November 11th is Veterans Day and a reception for all veterans is planned at the VFW, 60 Salisbury Street, Lacona from 1 PM to 4 PM. This event is open to the public. 

The Sandy Creek Veterans of World War II book will debut and can be purchased at this time. The book contains photos and history on our local veterans, a timeline, medals and much more. 

Military artifacts from the Civil War through Vietnam will be on display and the Sandy Creek History Center will have a surprise “unveiling.”  Anyone with military artifacts they wish to display for the day is encouraged to bring them to the VFW that day. 

Refreshments will be served after a brief program. 

Note: Most small towns had “Honor Rolls” which were built to honor the WW II veterans from their towns. Sandy Creek had one that was presented to the town on Memorial Day 1943 and featured the names of local Veterans of Foreign Wars. It was placed in the park and has long since been dismantled because of the effects of  weather and has since vanished. As historian, in conjunction with the research of the WW II book which includes all known veterans from Sandy Creek and Boylston, have commissioned a table top replica of that original honor roll and will unveil it at the Veterans Day celebration on November 11.  

Charlene Cole

                       Town and Village of Sandy Creek/Village of Lacona Historian

1992 Harwood Drive P. O. Box 52

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

387-5456 x 7 (w)

695-2820 (h)

On Friday, November 11th a reception for all veterans is planned at the VFW, 60 Salisbury Street, Lacona, N. Y. from 1 PM to 4 PM. This event is open to the public and we would like to invite all veterans to attend. 

My office researched and published a World War I book in 2004 and this year we are proud to announce the publication of “The Sandy Creek Veterans of World War II” book. This book will debut at a reception held to honor our veterans on Veterans Day. The book contains photos and history on our local veterans, a timeline, medals and much more. Military artifacts from the Civil War through Vietnam will be on display and the Sandy Creek History Center will have a surprise “unveiling.”  (In 1943 the Town of Sandy Creek constructed a wooden “Honor Roll” that was placed outside the park in front of our town library, and after years of decay was taken down and has since vanished. A table-top replica of that “Honor Roll” will be unveiled on Veterans Day.)  

Anyone with military artifacts they wish to display for the day is encouraged to bring them to the VFW that day. 

Refreshments will be served after a brief program. 

Please take a moment to remember our veterans and active duty personnel stationed around the world.

Yours truly,

Charlene Cole

                      Town and Village of Sandy Creek/Village of Lacona Historian

1992 Harwood Drive P. O. Box 52

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

387-5456 x 7 (w)

695-2820 (h)

Friday, November 11th ….Veterans Day…a reception for all veterans is planned at the VFW on Salisbury Street in Lacona from 1 PM to 4 PM. 

This event is open to the public. 

The “Sandy Creek Veterans of World War II” book will debut at this event.

Military artifacts from the Civil War through Vietnam will be on display. 

Refreshments will be served after a brief program. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

November 15, 2005

PHOTO: Cpl. James Franklin Archer and Cpl. Harwood Weaver

The History Center has completed the “World War II Veterans from the Town of Sandy Creek” book that went on sale at a reception held at the Cable Trail Post #8534 VFW in Lacona on November 11th. I would like to thank Al Johnston, the Cable Trail Ladies Auxiliary and the History Center volunteers for their help in making this day a success. The research on this book and other military books began two years ago and were planned to honor the veterans from the town of Sandy Creek. The series began with the publication of the WW I book last year and will continue to cover other wars. This book contains well over 200 men and women from the area who served their country during WW II. We made every effort to include all veterans and listed many we know served but found little or no information on. This book and other Sandy Creek history books can be purchased from the History Center or the Sandy Creek town clerk during business hours. A copy of all books published through my office have been donated to the Ainsworth Library.

This column contains a letter written by James F. Archer to his brother, Claude Archer of Sandy Creek. James Archer writes a revealing and interesting account of the part which his outfit, a field artillery battalion in the First Division, took in the fighting from D-Day, the Allied break through in France and Belgium, the Battle of the Bulge and onto the Rhine and the final days of the war. 

May 28 from Czechoslovakia: “I know it has been a long time since my last letter. I haven’t been writing to anyone very much; I’ve been hoping to be home very soon and then we won’t have to write. I never told you much about what we did over here for censorship was too strict. I’ll try to tell you a little here and see if it goes through. You know that we came in on “D” Day and have been in the thick of it from there on. Our doughboys were the spearhead of the landing on Normandy Beaches, our battery landed the first medium artillery that hit shore. Maybe you think we weren’t “sweating it out.” I think we were more excited than scared, but I wouldn’t care to go through it again, it is no fun diving head first into the sand and wishing you could dig in. We couldn’t go into position on the beach so kept going. Of course, our infantry was ahead of us but they passed up snipers and they couldn’t stop artillery from shelling us. Our landing would have been a cinch but a few days before “D” Day a whole bunch of Jerries had chosen that section for maneuvers. We were very lucky and never lost a man on the beaches. Our infantry lost plenty of them; they were lying everywhere, but there were more Jerries that would never fight again. We moved inland about three miles and set up our guns. After the landing the fighting wasn’t so tough until we were inland about twenty miles. We ran into plenty of opposition there and had to stop until other units could get up on our flanks. We were sticking way out ahead and were catching it from three sides. The battery lost five men in that position; four were killed and one was so bad he wasn’t expected to live. He came through though and is now OK except he never really recovered from the shock. The five of them were in one hole and a shell made a direct hit on them. We were in that position until the big break through on July 26. We were then shifted to the spot where the jump off was to take place. Thousands of bombers came over to soften them up for us. We were a couple of miles from where they started dropping bombs and the ground under us shook like an earthquake. When we started the push it was fairly rough going but after the break was made it was just one big chase through France and Belgium. I was plenty scared more than once. We were bombed quite a few times and most always at night. Our night fighting planes did a swell job but some enemy planes were bound to get through. Usually we were moving too fast for any chance to dig foxholes and when we were bombed all we could do was hug the ground and pray. Part of the time we were on the spearhead with the armored division and other times we would have to stop and clean up pockets of Jerries left behind. We took so many prisoners that it was not possible to keep control of them. About every man in the outfit has a German pistol. At one time I had four of them. 

The next big battle after the break through was at Aachen. Here they were very stubborn. This city was supposed to be able to hold out against any attack. The place had to be cleaned out one house at a time. When a building was too hard for the infantry to take, we would level it to the ground with artillery. At one time Aachen was a beautiful city, now it is a mass of ruins with not a single building intact. The famous “Seigfried Line” wasn’t as hard to crack as we expected. 

Up to this time we had been on line continuously. We were in position by Rotgen and were relieved by another division. We had just 16 hours rest when we received word of the German breakthrough. We were rushed back on line in the middle of the night. We were given an “anchor” position on one shoulder of the “bulge” to keep them from widening their breakthrough. I am proud to say that the First never lost an inch of ground in spite of the many attempts to get through us. We were there to hold the enemy back, but our infantry had been trained by General Terry Allen that the only way to fight was to attack. They went ahead and started driving the enemy back. Other outfits stopped the point of Von Runstedt’s attack and went on to chop the “bulge” up into pockets and wipe them out. 

From there it was plenty rough. In the Hurtgen Forests our doughboys were nearly wiped out but they went on and cleaned out the enemy. Many times I thanked God I didn’t join the infantry. The fight was hard across the Cologne Plains and Rohr River was hard to cross. The Rhine was a cinch, thanks to the boys who captured the big bridge before the enemy could destroy it. After we had a pretty strong Army east of the Rhine, the bridge collapsed but by then the river was covered with many pontoon bridges. 

After some bitter fighting on the east of the Rhine our armor broke away and it was just another merry chase like France and Belgium. We passed plenty of our tanks and other vehicles that had been knocked out where the Germans would try to make a stand. The roads were lined with German vehicles that our aircraft had caught trying to get away. “Jerry” was licked any way he turned, if he would fight he was soon overrun and when they tried to retreat, our planes would riddle them. When the end finally came, my outfit was about ten miles east of Eger. This was in Sudetenland; before the war it was a part of Czechoslovakia. We were sent back to Eger, where we have been ever since. Our job here is guarding a large concentration camp; one day I am on guard and the next I haul rations with my truck. We are kept pretty busy, and I am glad for if we are not busy we have too much time to think how bad we want to be home. I really expect to be on my way home in a couple of weeks at the most. It can’t be soon enough for me, because these countries over here beat me. It is really very pretty country around here but I’m fed up with it. I must say so long for now. I hope to see all of you people soon and to find everyone OK. Regards to everyone around there. 

The past few years we have invited local children’s groups to take part in the annual Christmas Tree event which is held at the Town Hall and the Ainsworth Library. Please, remember to vote for your favorite Christmas Tree at the town hall. Contact my office if you know of a person or family who could benefit from a lovely decorated tree made by these children.

Office hours are Fridays from 9:30 am to 4 pm or by appointment. Phone: 387-5456 x 7 or e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

November 22, 2005

Historians’ Corner

PHOTO: This happy reunion of old friends took place at the History Center recently. Pictured standing left to right: Jerry and Janis Bennett, Carl Ridgeway, Sally Bettinger, (seated) Peggy (Snyder) and Chester Lincoln. Photo by Phyllis LeBeau.

Chester Lincoln is better known to Sandy Creek residents as Louis Rider, Jr., that being the name of his foster-parents with whom he lived. Later he lived in Sandy Creek and Lacona with George and Norma Veazie, Norma was a sister to George Rider, while attending Sandy Creek High School. He enlisted in the Marines while only 17. On a recent visit to Sandy Creek he explained the name change, “When I met my wife, Peggy, her mother found my father, Chester Lincoln, so I wanted to change my name and when I inquired as to how to change it I was told it would cost $40. I never had 40 cents in my pocket, so I just changed my name to Chester Lincoln.”

Sandy Creek News: (1943)

According to a dispatch from Washington, D. C., eighteen-year old Sgt. Chester Lincoln, Jr. of Sandy Creek, has been awarded a letter of commendation by Admiral William F. Halsey for removing a ruptured fuse from a 1,000-pound bomb and preventing its untimely explosion. Ordered to remove a 100-pound bomb, Sgt. Lincoln noticed the fuse of the larger bomb was ruptured. In that condition a slight blow or jar would have set off the half-ton explosion. He removed the ruptured fuse immediately and immersed it in water, rendering it ineffective. The letters home have revealed very little of his location except that he was on a small tropical island in the Pacific. Until they saw the dispatch from Washington, Mr. and Mrs. Veazie did not know that he had been in the Solomons or that he had received this citation for “skillful and effective performance of duty.” The incident for which he was cited occurred last June when he was a member of the ordinance crew of a Marine bomber and a Corporal. 

Chester Lincoln served in the Marine Corps from 1942-1946 and 1948-1952.
After two years of research the “All gave some – Some gave all World War II Town of Sandy Creek Veterans” book is finished. Our intention was to honor all veterans who lived, went to school, or worked in the Town of Sandy Creek. The phrase “All gave some – Some gave all” was added to the book because this community supported the war effort in many ways, including can drives, milk-weed collection, rationing, surgical dressing, letters, prayers, etc. Some of our men saw action overseas while others served their country in the states, some made the ultimate sacrifice. These soldiers were killed in action during World War II: Hugh Alexander, Mark Belrose, Glenn Crast, Guy Elmer, Walter Ridgeway, Warren Ridgeway, Donald Zahler and Rex Zufelt. 

A special thanks to Jim Allen for building the replica of the original Honor Roll and Chris Crocker for the lettering of each soldiers’ name. Most small towns had “Honor Rolls” which were built to honor the WW II veterans from their towns. Sandy Creek had one that was presented to the town on Memorial Day 1943 and featured the names of local Veterans of Foreign Wars. Many of us have seen a photo showing three panels but on June 30, 1943 a fourth panel was added. It was placed in the park and has long since been dismantled because of the effects of weather and has since vanished. As historian, in conjunction with the research of the WW II book which includes all known veterans from Sandy Creek and Boylston, have commissioned a table top replica of that original honor roll that was unveiled at the Veterans Day celebration on November 11. Now, this part of Sandy Creek history can be enjoyed by all for years to come thanks to these two men. The Honor Roll replica will be on display at the town hall.  

Included on this Honor Roll is “Pal” the three and a half year old Belgian Shepard owned by the late Dr. J. Frederick Huntington. Pal was the first dog from this section to be inducted into Army service from this section. The formal ceremony of induction was held in the office of the SPCA in Syracuse. 

Remember to stop by the town hall and vote for your “favorite” Christmas tree.

I will be in my office Friday from 9:30am to 4pm or call 387-5456 x 7 to make an appointment. e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

November 28, 2005

“What’s new at Sandy Creek History Center and the historians’ office?”

Books: 


2004-World War I book


2004- Lacona History book and History Quiz


2005- World War II book and Honor Roll

Veterans Day and exact replica of the original Honor Roll:


The military book series continued this year with the World War II book. We wanted to do an exact replica of the Honor Roll that was placed in the park on Memorial Day 1943 to honor our soldiers who were serving overseas. The fourth panel was added a month later but only one bad photo exists of it. Because it was made of wood the weather took its toll and I tried in vain to locate where and when the original was dismantled. I decided to see if it was possible to re-create it and I called Jim Allen. What a GREAT job he did. It is an exact replica! Chris Crocker from Pulaski did the lettering. 

Imaging and Scanning Project:


The town and the villages were very supportive with this project and I was able to purchase the computer, copier and printer necessary to secure our many photographs by copying them to CD’s. Local residents have also brought in many photographs and postcards to be copied and added to our history collection. The images can be viewed without harming the originals and in some cases is the only copy we have because the owner wants to keep his/her original. 

Grants: 


Grants supply necessary funding for items that are too costly and cannot be purchased with the contractual and equipment funding I receive from the town and villages. The fire safe room and environmental controls are a good example. While accepting grant money the “reviewers” want to see that the town and villages are continuing to support projects that have already been established. They will not fund archival supplies and upgrades/repairs to computers and printers or copiers. Paper, pens, plastic sleeves, ink, boxes, and such are not covered by grants but are covered in the funding from the villages and town.

2005- Arts and Culture Grant for Heritage Day


Will there be a Heritage Day 2006 ?

2005/2006- Microfilming grant: Many of the town and village records and historical records will be put on Microfilm to expedite access and preserve the originals from day-to-day handling.

2006/2007- Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) 

My winter projects:


I will continue with the Korean book project, weekly newspaper columns, a computer- indexing project, a cemetery book series and with the microfilm grant project. 

Volunteers:

The total since August 2001 is 23,152(These hours impress grant reviewers and show continued support from the community.) The volunteers take a winter break from the History Center until March/April. Winter projects continue at a much slower pace and some can be continued from their homes: Frances continues work on the newspaper files, Phyllis has a photo project, Betty has a copy project, Irene has a card file/index project and Sally has a county fair project. 

Calendars/Austen Hall Advertisement:


 The Austen Hall (Lacona Auction Barn) was built by Dr. Frederick Austen in 1914-1915. “Austen’s Hall was a multiuse building with Dr. Austen’s son Fred, operating a garage in the basement level opening onto Powers Avenue and G. W. Ackerman renting the first floor- fronting on Railroad Street, as a display room for new automobiles (1915). “Austen’s Hall” where many motion pictures were shown, was located on the third floor, complete with a colorfully painted stage curtain and side panels. (Sadly, the stage curtain was taken to the SCHS and used but was never returned.) By the late 1930s the building was used as the school bus garage and later became the Northeast Feed Store. (Willis Payne, manager) It was bought by Sharon and Richard Keating and became the Lacona Auction Barn. (Mrs. Keating said that while the new school addition was being built the children’s basketball teams played in the building.)

All proceeds from the following books will go to purchase two hand painted “canvas advertisement panels” from the Austen Hall. 

· 2006 calendar goes on sale for $6. The photos are from the archives and have not been seen by the public and have not appeared in my column.

· A cemetery book series on the abandoned cemeteries is being planned and will contain photos of the cemetery stones and a brief genealogy of the family where possible. 

· Sandy Pond Picture book.  


Other projects will be developed for this purpose.

Salmon River News/my column:


I continue to struggle with the paper for coverage on events. The Veterans Day event was put off to another week and I was surprised the “Mrs. Pulaski” article was more important than our veterans! 

Questions:

Please feel free to call me at the History Center (387-5456 x 7) or stop by any Friday (weather permitting).

Reports to the town and village boards…year end reports….available for review at the clerks office


Year end: 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004


Two examples of board reports-August 2005 and current October 2005

Web-page: http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
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PHOTO: Honor Roll

The Veterans Day program went very well and 75-80 people attended. Thanks to Al Johnston, Val Ackerman, Denise Yerdon, Helen Grossman, Sally Munson and all the veterans in attendance for their help in making this event a big success. The “Honor Roll” table top replica took center stage and we at the History Center are very proud of it and the “All Gave Some – Some Gave All World War II” book. The title recognizes the fact that residents, children and soldiers who remained in the states gave what they could in service of their country during World War II. The book is fully illustrated with soldier’s photos and military information including “oral history”, a timeline, maps, medals and clips from the Sandy Creek News. The research took two years and we documented 288 soldiers but expect to have additional information from the public as they get to look at the book. The Korean War book is being researched now and will be available in 2007. Get your information in as soon as possible. 

Happy Thanksgiving! When I give thanks I include my wonderful volunteers Phyllis, Sally, Betty, Frances, Irene, Jim, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler, Mayor Andy Adner, Mayor Peggy Manchester, and all the town and village board members. Without the support of these people, the residents of this town and both villages the work of the History Center would not be possible. We have accomplished much in the past four years and have much more work ahead of us. With continued support from all of you we will succeed in the important work of preserving our history for future generations.

In the archives we have a Thanksgiving Proclamation, State of New York on the Seventeenth day of November 1898 and signed Frank S. Black. “The law of the State, based on long established custom, authorizes the Governor to appoint a day of general thanksgiving, when the people may make special acknowledgment of their gratitude for the mercies of the year. Each year gives abundant occasion for thanksgiving, but the one now closing has been filled with events, which may well excite our deepest gratitude. Business prosperity has continued and increased; commerce and agriculture have yielded abundant results; charity has found new avenues; patriotism has received new impulses, and American civilization has entered new fields.

Let us be grateful that in so far as the accomplishment of these results depends on human agencies, our State has been able to contribute its part.”

“Wherefore, I, Frank S. Black, Governor, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-fourth day of November instant, as a day of general thanksgiving, and I recommend that on that day the people refrain from their ordinary pursuits, and assemble at their accustomed places of worship and give devout acknowledgment to Almighty God.” 

Recent donations to the History Center include “The Barber Genealogy” by Ellsworth and Rose Barber, photos and information on her family by Barb Joslyn, an article, “Eugenics Victim Who Became War Hero is Now Fighting for Apology” and “Souvenir Oswego County Pomona Grange 1914” from Oscar Grossman and postcards from Glenna and Dick Gorski. The Sandy Creek firemen saved two large crocks from a house that was to be burned and we have added them to the collection. Thanks to all.

There is still a few days left to support our children by stopping at the town hall and casting your vote for “your favorite tree.” They will receive certificates of participation, cookies and punch on Monday, November 28th before taking their tree to an elderly person or a family who would otherwise have no tree for Christmas. The pre-schoolers, who decorated their tree at the Library, will also attend the party.  

I will be in my office Friday from 9:30am to 4pm or call 387-5456 x 7 to make an appointment. e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

December 6, 2005

PHOTO: A Minstrell Show at “Austen Hall” showing the stage curtain and side advertisement panels in the background. 

The 2006 Town of Sandy Creek calendar has just been printed and goes on sale for $6 at the History Center, Town Hall or by mail. The photos in this calendar are from the archives and have not been seen by the public and have not appeared in my column. All proceeds from the calendar and two upcoming books will go to purchase two hand painted “canvas advertisement panels” from Austen Hall. This is a part of our history and I’d like to keep it in Sandy Creek. If you need a 2006 calendar or are looking for an ideal holiday house-warming gift or stocking stuffer, this is it!

Pictures include the C. D. Turner Drug Store, Lacona, a ca. 1907 picture of the Sandy Creek road crew on Main Street, South Main Street, looking north, Wilson Eager, barber, driving his father’s bakery wagon, Cow’s on the Pond, a 1941 photo of the town officials and highway men in front of the old town barn, Holstein-Friesian World building, 1907 SCHS graduates, a fishing trip that yielded a good catch, Green’s 5 & 10 Store, a great postcard view of Harwood Drive and Lake Street and the above photo of a Minstrell Show at Austen Hall.. 


 The Austen Hall (Lacona Auction Barn) was built by Dr. Frederick Austen in 1914-1915. “Austen’s Hall was a multiuse building with Dr. Austen’s son Fred, operating a garage in the basement level opening onto Powers Avenue and G. W. Ackerman renting the first floor- fronting on Railroad Street, as a display room for new automobiles (1915). “Austen’s Hall” where many motion pictures were shown, was located on the third floor, complete with a colorfully painted stage curtain and side panels. (Sadly, the stage curtain was taken to the SCHS and used but was never returned.) By the late 1930s the building was used as the school bus garage and later became the Northeast Feed Store. (Willis Payne, manager) It was bought by Sharon and Richard Keating and became the Lacona Auction Barn. (Mrs. Keating said that while the new school addition was being built the children’s basketball teams played in the building.)


Thanks to all of you who voted on Christmas Trees for the children of this community. Punch and cookies was enjoyed by all before their trees were taken to homes that could use a little Christmas cheer. 


The Local Government Records Management Fund Grant has been successfully written and mailed. We will hear of acceptance or be denied in May 2006.


I will be in the office this Friday (weather permitting) from 9:30 to 4PM or call 387-5456 x 7 to make an appointment. e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us
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Historians Corner

PHOTO: Part of an advertisement canvas panel from Austen Hall

The 2006 Town of Sandy Creek calendar has just been printed and goes on sale for $6 at the History Center, Town Hall or by mail. The photos in this calendar are from the archives and have not been seen by the public and have not appeared in my column. All proceeds from the calendar and two upcoming books will go to purchase two hand-painted “canvas advertisement panels” from Austen Hall. This is a part of our history and thanks to Sharon Keating we will keep them in Sandy Creek. If you need a 2006 calendar or are looking for an ideal holiday house-warming gift or stocking stuffer, this is it! (A little history of Austen Hall was printed in last weeks column.)

November 28th I was invited to speak to the Coiterie Club and presented a program on “ What’s new at Sandy Creek History Center and the Historians’ Office.” Topics discussed included the World War II book and Honor Roll, new book releases planned for this spring/summer, the ongoing Imaging and Scanning projects, Grants for 2005/2006 and 2006/2007, Heritage Day, Volunteer hours (since August 2001 these volunteers have worked 23,152 hours), and the items to be purchased from Austen Hall. Each member received a packet, which contained, a copy of the program, History Center hours, four year-end reports (2001-2004) and copies of two examples of recent board reports. Everyone was invited to tour the History Center.


The first settlers arrived in the Town of Sandy Creek in 1803 and immediately churches, schools, tavern/hotels were established and as the settlement grew minutes of town meetings, tax records and other important records were kept and conscience people preserved them. The process of “saving” records and historical artifacts began then and by 1925 when the town celebrated 100 years of incorporation some of these records were found in private homes and were badly deteriorated from age. Little was known at that time about preserving records for future generations but the effort was made. 

One of these early Sandy Creek records is the marriage register of Rev. Jacob Hadley which dates from 1827 to 1868. 

Sandy Creek News reprinted the record in 1932 which it obtained from Mrs. Nellie Scott, granddaughter of Rev. Hadley. The record had a faded paper cover, the inside pages being sewn in with thread. The entries were neatly written in ink, one to a page, and all following the same form. In nearly every case, the wedding ceremony was performed “In the presence of several masculine members of the family of the bride or groom.” It is unknown if the marriage register exists or where it is today. If it still exists I’d like to include it in the records of the town and could copy and return it to the current owner. 


The first wedding recorded was that of William Severance, by occupation a farmer, to Miss Elisa Hadley, both residents of Sandy Creek, the marriage taking place in 1827. 


The next wedding occurred September 12, 1832, when Ensign Sprague, a farmer, aged 22, was married to Sophia Baldwin, 17, both of Sandy Creek. Witnesses at this wedding were Jedadiah Sprague and Samuel McNitt.


On April 4, 1833, Horatio Hadley, aged 22, was married to Sylvia Hadley, also 22 and a resident of Sandy Creek. Present at the ceremony were Abel Rice, Samuel Hadley, Jesse F. Hadley, Luther Hadley, Ephraim Hadley, Alfred Hadley and Calvin Sargeant. 


…to be continued

Vital records registration started in New York State outside of New York City in 1881. Generally, the New York State Department of Health provides uncertified copies of the following types of records for genealogy research purposes:

· Birth certificates - if on file for at least 75 years and the person whose name is on the birth certificate is known to be deceased. 

· Death certificates - if on file for at least 50 years. 

· Marriage certificates - if on file for at least 50 years and the bride and groom are both known to be deceased.

I will be in the office this Friday (weather permitting) from 9:30 AM to 4 PM or call 387-5456 x 7 to make an appointment. e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us and web-page: http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

December 20, 2005

PHOTO: Green’s Model 5 & 10 Cent Store

Green’s 5 and 10 was one of the oldest business sites in the Village of Sandy Creek. For many years the original double structure was the property of William Cotrell who was a pioneer boot and shoemaker. After a fire in 1893, Mr. F. L. Bishop built the double block pictured. Wilson Eager, well known Lacona barber, moved with his parents to Sandy Creek in 1908, where his father ran a bakery in the building until he sold to Mr. Bellinger who continued the business from 1920 until 1944. The north half of the building was occupied by Green’s Model 5 & 10-Cent Store when this photo was taken. Niles Burkhard purchased the block from Hobart Lester in the early 1950’s. (Today, the building is empty and is across the street from Sancona Builders Supply on North Main Street)

The 2006 Town of Sandy Creek calendar is now available for purchase ($6) at the History Center, Town Hall or by mail. The photos in this calendar are from the archives and many have not appeared in my column. All proceeds from the calendar and two upcoming books will go to purchase two hand-painted “canvas advertisement panels” from Austen Hall. This is a part of our history and thanks to Sharon Keating we will keep them in Sandy Creek. If you need a 2006 calendar or are looking for an ideal holiday house-warming gift or stocking stuffer, this is it! 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, January 14th to join us at the Town Hall for the community soup and sandwich luncheon that includes the participants in the Try-It-Race. The donations from this event will go towards the purchase of the Austen Hall advertisement curtains. 

The first settlers arrived in the Town of Sandy Creek in 1803 and immediately churches, schools, tavern/hotels were established and as the settlement grew minutes of town meetings, tax records and other important records were kept and conscience people preserved them. The process of “saving” records and historical artifacts began then and by 1925 when the town celebrated 100 years of incorporation some of these records were found in private homes and were badly deteriorated from age. Little was known at that time about preserving records for future generations but the effort was made. 

One of these early Sandy Creek records is the marriage register of Rev. Jacob Hadley, which dates from 1827 to 1868. It is unknown if the marriage register exists or where it is today. If it still exists I’d like to include it in the records of the town and could copy and return it to the current owner. This important record continues from last week’s column…

January 9, 1834, at Sandy Creek occurred the marriage of David Weaver of Ellisburg, a farmer by occupation, aged 22, to Sarah Maria Heath of Sandy Creek, who was 20. Josiah Heath, George Weaver, Samuel Sprague and Hiram Sprague were present. Josiah Heath, probably the father of the bride, was a member of another Sandy Creek’s pioneer families.

On January 14, 1834, the register tells us that Rev. Jacob Hadley married Alexander Sheely of Alexandria in the County of Jefferson, State of New York, by occupation a farmer, aged 25 years, to Selinda McNitt of Sandy Creek, aged 26 years. Present were Jacob Weldon and his son Washington Weldon, Hiram Weldon and Levi Skinner.

February 2, 1834, Rev. Jacob Hadley married Peter Snyder, aged 23 and Betsey Forbes, aged 17, both residents of Sandy Creek, the ceremony being performed in the presents of Nicholas J. Forbes, Reuben Beeman, Stephen Gardiner and John Nichols.

July 13, 1834, David Aldrich of Mexico, aged 52, was married to Catherine Beeman of Sandy Creek, who was 55 years of age. Harmonous Ehle and Rial Beeman were present at the ceremony.

September 11, 1834, James Twitchell, age 22 and Polly Chapin, 18, both residents of Richland, were married in that town by Rev. Hadley, witnesses being Giles E. Chaplin and Josiah W. Chaplin. James Twitchell must have later moved to Sandy Creek since his name is listed on the 1845 census. 


…..to be continued

I will be in the office this Friday (weather permitting) from 9:30 AM to 4 PM or call 387-5456 x 7 to make an appointment. e-mail: historian@sandycreekny.us and web-page: http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Merry Christmas! Charlene Cole
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PHOTO: Photo dated 1978. A new sign and a remodeled entryway greeted visitors at the Corse Press Building, home of the Sandy Creek News Office. The building was owned by and was the headquarters for Holstein-Friesian World, the national breed magazine for Holstein dairymen. The building was behind what was the dealership of Jim Turo on the corner of Lake Street and Route 11 and across from the parking lot of the laundromat. 

Congratulations to Bob McKown who recently received an award for 50 years of service to the New York Holstein Association at the annual meeting of the OnWego Holstein Club. Earlier this year he was designated 2005 Retired Master Breeder by the New York Holstein Association at the annual banquet in Rochester. 

The 2006 Town of Sandy Creek calendar is now available for purchase ($6) at the History Center, Town Hall or by mail. These books make great gifts and can be picked up at the Town Hall: World War I, World War II, Lacona History, and Sandy Pond Memories. I received a nice note from Jean C. Hastings, she writes,  “I received the World II book yesterday and I want to compliment you. It’s invaluable!” Thank you Jean, we know how important this Veterans’ book series is to the history of Sandy Creek. The next book in the series will cover Korean Veterans and be published in 2007. Some research has begun but veterans need to get their information to us as soon as possible. 

Please mark your calendars for Saturday, January 14th to join us at the Town Hall for the community soup and sandwich luncheon that includes the participants in the Try-It-Race. The donations from this event will go towards the purchase of the Austen Hall advertisement curtains. 

The first settlers arrived in the Town of Sandy Creek in 1803 and immediately churches, schools, tavern/hotels were established and as the settlement grew minutes of town meetings, tax records and other important records were kept and conscience people preserved them. The process of “saving” records and historical artifacts began then and by 1925 when the town celebrated 100 years of incorporation some of these records were found in private homes and were badly deteriorated from age. Little was known at that time about preserving records for future generations but the effort was made. 

One of these early Sandy Creek records is the marriage register of Rev. Jacob Hadley, which dates from 1827 to 1868. It is unknown if the marriage register exists or where it is today. If it still exists I’d like to include it in the records of the town and could copy and return it to the current owner. This important record continues from last week’s column…

On January 1, 1835 occurred the marriage of Jutson Sprague of Ellisburg, aged 23, by occupation a farmer, to Charlotte McNitt of Sandy Creek, who was 18 years of age. The ceremony was performed in Sandy Creek, “in the presence of Sam’l Sprague, Sam’l McNitt and Valentine McNitt.”

That same day, January 1, 1835, another couple visited Rev. Jacob Hadley. They were Lyman Eldred of Sandy Creek, aged 22, and Elizabeth Weaver, aged 18, a resident of Ellisburg. Three members of the bridegroom’s family, Hosea Eldred, Hiram Eldred and Luther Eldred, attended the ceremony. 

There were no more entries in the register until October 27, 1836, when Harvey Heath, aged 28, by occupation a farmer, and Dervis Morey, aged 18, were united in marriage. Witnesses of the ceremony were Josiah Heath, Asa Heath and David Weaver.

December 11, 1836 Thomas Layton, a resident of Orbanny, Steuben County, N. Y. and Catherine M. Speed of Sandy Creek were married, Mr. layton being 22 years of age and Miss Speed 16. (There is no village by the name of Orbanny in Steuben County, although there is one named Urbana, to which Rev. Hadley may have had reference when he gave the bridegroom’s place of residence. Present at the ceremony were Nicholas J. Forbes, Reuben Beeman, John Putneys, Peter Snyder and Richard Speed.

March 14, 1837 Hosea Eldred married Almira Weaver, both residents of Ellisburg and were respectively 26 and 18 years of age. The ceremony took place in Ellisburg and the witnesses were Lyman Eldred, Hiram Eldred and Luther Eldred.

Five days later, Rev. Hadley’s daughter, Arvilla, aged 20 was married to Josiah W. Chapin of Richland who was 25 years old and by occupation a farmer. They were married in the presence of Abel Rice, Calvin Sargent and Alfred Hadley.

…..to be continued

The Town Hall will be closed this Friday. I will be working from home. 

