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Historians’ Corner #51

PHOTO: This photo shows Betty (Otis) Atkinson standing by the War of 1812 monument. 

Betty Atkinson, great-great granddaughter of Captain John Otis, who took part in the War of 1812, spoke to the Bear Den/Cub Scout Pack 830 at the Town Hall on December 2. The Otis house, north of Big Sandy Creek, was turned into a hospital for the wounded British and American soldiers. Today a historic marker marks the spot where the house/hospital stood. 

The boys were very attentive and learned these facts:

· the battle only lasted ten minutes, 

· the Otis house served as a hospital, 

· local men took part in carrying of the cable from Sandy Creek to Sackets Harbor for the frigate Superior, 

· the cable was 300 feet long, 22 inches in circumference and weighed 9, 600 pounds

· James Madison was President of the United States 

· the British British forces burned the White House and the Capitol, but the rest of Washington is saved by a strong rain storm and the British, under orders not to hold any territory, withdrew

· The treaty of Ghent was signed on December 24, 1814 and ended the war

Thank you to Betty for a great job! 

The Christmas tree/pizza party had to be moved to December 21 because of the snowstorm on the 14th. Thank you to all of you who voted for your favorite tree. Thank you to Rae Allen who organized the Girl Scout groups and to Tammy Miller who organized the boy scouts and to Lucille Pretory at the Vorea Christian School. The children gave their tree to a needy family, enjoyed pizza, had their picture taken for the “time capsule.” First, second and third place certificates and two honorable mentions were awarded. 

Thank you to Richard for repairing the ceiling in the basement of the town hall. It certainly helped with heating that area.

Thank you to the Coterie Club for their donation to the history archives. 

The History Center will be closed the last two weeks in December. In January I will continue to hold office hours when and if the weather is good. I will be doing most of my work from home and can be reached there at anytime.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
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PHOTO: (use #1)

Happy Holidays! From Sandy Creek History Center (L-R) Irene Fuller, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, Phyllis LeBeau, Charlene Cole and Sally Turo

These volunteers have clocked an amazing 6,082 hours for 2003.

The History Center will be closed the last two weeks in December. We wish all of our readers a Happy Holidays. In January I will continue to hold office hours when and if the weather is good. I will be doing most of my work from home and can be reached there at anytime.


The Early Settlers Bicentennial year has come to a close and I am pleased with its success. I measure success by the number of people who participated and the number of people we served. In my final report to Arts and Culture I calculated 2,500-3,000 people. It is difficult to accurately count individuals, but with the success of each event and the numbers at the Old Fashioned Fair, I feel the count to be justified. I hope you were able to participate in the Bicentennial at some level. The time capsule will tell the story to a younger generation with many of them remembering at least something about this past year. The final report is on file in my office.

It is once again for my “yearly” report to the state, town board members and residents. My monthly reports are at the town hall and are available to anyone wishing to see them. The yearly report is mandated by the state and I have given the town and village boards a copy of that also. Most of what is in the yearly report can be found in my weekly columns and the monthly reports I give to each village and the town. 

The report contains Bicentennial events, workshop and grant information; future grant information; yearly volunteer hours; Imaging and Scanning project; Association of Public Historians’ “Award of Merit”, appointment to the Regional Advisory District 5 Committee for the NYS Archives; accessions for the year; a report on the “Northern Oswego County” and “Sandy Pond Memories” book; etc.

At the recent Town meeting (December 10th) Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler gave a “certificate of recognition” to Legislator Wayne Lindsey and councilman, Don Marquart for their years of service to the community. A photo was taken of the Town board and officials of the town for the time capsule.

From the Archives:

January 17, 1929-Sandy Creek and Lacona have organized two bowling teams: the Lacona team to be known as Parker’s Pets and the Sandy Creek team, Tifft’s Toughs. R. V. Hunter, William Hinds, H. D. Nutting, Floyd Blount and W. Parker make up the Lacona team with John Wilder, Joe Shampine, H. B. Hadley, Charles Snyder and H. V. Tiff on the Sandy Creek team.


From the Archives: Christmas postcards are on display in the glass case upstairs at the Town Hall. Stop by and see these old fashioned seasons’ greetings!
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PHOTO:

(View #1)

Once the home of the First Baptist Church, the church building on North Main Street which now houses the Wesleyan Methodist Church, was built in 1852. The building on the left is the West Primary School building (District 9) which was used from the early 1850’s until 1913 when the primary grades were transferred to the enlarged school facilities on Salisbury Street.

(View #2)

This view shows the Baptist Church built in 1917 and dedicated in 1919 on Harwood Drive and is the current home of the Baptist Congregation

A recent addition to the history archives is the Sandy Creek First Baptist Church records. They have been properly housed and catalogued for easy research and accessibility.


The First Baptist Church of Sandy Creek, the fourth Baptist Church in the county, was organized in 1820, the first pastor called being Rev. A. Averill. According to the original minute book of 1827, among Decons serving at that time were A. Templeton and Clark W. Wilder, Joseph Mussy was the church clerk.


In 1852, during Rev. W. C. Hubbard’s service, the church building on North Main Street was erected where services were held for 66 years. The first parsonage was located one mile south of Sandy Creek on the northeast corner of Scripture Corners. (Today Scripture Corners-Rt. 11 and Fraser/Miller Roads. The Scripture School was on one side of the road and the Cemetery on the other) The next parsonage was the first house on the Hadley Road and the third on North Main Street. In 1917 the parsonage on North Main Street was sold and another purchased on Salisbury Street in Lacona. 

The church building was sold to the Wesleyan Methodist Society, and land was purchased on Railroad Street (now Harwood Drive) near the boundary line of Sandy Creek and Lacona and the erection of a new building was begun. The building was completed in 1918, the dedication taking place during Rev. A. E. Lawrence’s pastorate in February of 1919. Charles M. Salisbury designed the octagon building, which is said to have been the second octagon church built in New York State.  


In May of 1938 the Congregational Church was no longer active and gave their bell to the Baptist Church. The Town Bell had been left in the original Baptist Church on North Main Street. J. J. Cuyler, of Oswego, removed the bell from the Congregational Church and installed it in the Baptist Church for the sum of $70 during the pastorate of Rev. Dwight Blinn. 


According to a bill found among the records of the Congregational Church the bell was bought from Meneely & Kimberly of Troy and billed March 29, 1879 to Rev. J. H. Munsell, pastor of the church for $298.28. The makers warranted it to be of good manufacture and perfect tone and not to break if used in a proper manner, for the term of two years. In case of trouble occurring within that period they would recast the bell or provide a new one. According to the bill, the weight of the bell complete with mountings was 1,117 pounds. 


The members of the Baptist Church were deeply appreciative of the gift. Every Sunday for many years, Alvin Thompson, father of Mrs. Alice Bacon, rang the bell.  
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PHOTO: Jack Killam came into the office recently with this photo of Corse Press. How many of these workers can you name? We were successful at naming quite a few of them. While Jack has retained the original, we have a copy for the archives thanks to the “Imaging and Scanning” project that was implemented in 2003. I’d like to date this photo if possible.


When I began organizing and cataloging the Sandy Creek archives I was mindful of what an archives would or could contain. Recently I was reading an article “Weird Tales from the Archives” printed in the New York Archives magazine written by Robert Arnold III, pertaining to the strange and arcane artifacts occasionally found in the archives of towns and villages of different counties in New York State. By the way, no such items were found in the Sandy Creek archives. 


In the records of the county nursing home’s laboratory, Genesee County Historian and Records Management Officer found boxes of thin sliced tissue samples sealed in wax as “research specimens.” In the Town of Schodack, an unidentified human skull was kept for years in a white shoe-box in the Town Clerk’s vault. The skull, excavated accidentally at a nearby construction site, was later determined by a forensic pathologist to have belonged to a seventy-five year old male who had been sixty-six inches tall and a long time in the ground. A bullet may have made a hole in his left forehead. Several other skulls were recently discovered in the collections of a Rochester Museum, along with a death mask of a doctor who had worked there. Sullivan County found an entire human skeleton-along with a 1940s-vintage roulette wheel.


Cattaraugus County Clerk still preserves an old tombstone, one of the last remnants of a local cemetery whose stones were being stolen, that was brought to him twenty-five years ago by a brother-and-sister team in their nineties who had somehow loaded it into their car.


A century old foot-long live artillery shell was found among the records in the Village of Cambridge.  The New York State Police sent a bomb squad to dispose of it. 

In the Town of Putnam Valley the Town Clerk was boxing files when she came upon one that contained a perfectly mummified sandwich that was...well...sandwiched between documents more than six decades ago. 

In addition to the inevitable artificial Christmas trees, timeworn cardigans, castoff galoshes and odd gloves, any kind of artifact may be discovered in the archives. The Sandy Creek archives has uncovered some items that seem to have no relevance to history but nothing as bizarre as this article hints at. 

Never the less, an interesting article I couldn’t resist sharing.

My columns are planned to keep my readers informed on the happenings of the Town of Sandy Creek History Center, current events and hours of operation. I had a Christmas postcard display and the model of the Lacona Depot created by Carl Ridgeway for residents to view during the Christmas holidays. I’m not sure the article containing these displays ever reached the paper. While I send a photo and write a column for this paper every week, some of my columns are left out of the paper from time to time and/or are put into the paper a week later or not at all. 

Feel free to call the office, e-mail me or drop me a line anytime. Winter hours will be a little different but I will be in and out of the office and will get back to you.

2004 Events: The  “Time Capsule” will be closed within the next few weeks to give everyone a chance to include something. A “Rail City” program with Bob Gorman is planned for March or April. An Arbor Day event for the children who participated in the Bicentennial Christmas Tree program is planned. Work will continue on the cemetery clean up of the area. A history display at the Oswego County Fair (Heritage Hall will be a different building this year) and plans for the August 28 “Harvest Day” events are being planned.

The Imaging and Scanning project and other archival projects will continue throughout the year. Several grants are being written for History Center projects. Part 2 of the  “Sandy Pond Memories” book is planned in time for the Oswego County Fair. 

In the spring, residents will be invited to stop by the town hall on Wednesday mornings, for “coffee with the historian.” At this time we can share memories and ideas, talk about the history of this town, identify photos from the collection or just enjoy each other’s company.

Thank you for your continued support of the History Center. This is your center and the records and photographs stored in the archives are a part of your history. The history displays are designed to showcase and share your history with you. Stop by, enjoy!

Someone contacted my office looking for information on Fay Barney and in a weak moment I put the note on a scrap piece of paper (which I never do for obvious reasons). I have the information ready but do not remember where the request came from. Contact me and I will mail it immediately. 
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PHOTO: I thought this photo was timely. We have a hard time getting around in the snow, but our ancestors had it even tougher!

The Arts and Culture Grant for 2004 was written for Heritage Day scheduled on August 28th   In a letter I received January 16 we were informed that we did receive that grant. The letter reads, in part.....  “I’m pleased to inform you that your application for a 2004 Decentralized Grant for a Heritage Day celebration has been approved at the level of $950. As you may be aware, the number and level of awards was affected by a reduction of nearly 40% in regrant funds available to Oswego County from NYS Council on the Arts. Because our review panel operated under this serious financial constraint, this grant award represents a strong endorsement of your proposal project and the ongoing work of your office.”  The grant application and this letter is available for public viewing at the Town Clerk’s office, the Town Supervisor’s office or from my office.

Tug Hill Cross Country Ski Trails, located in the Winona State and Jefferson County Forests, five miles east of US Rte. 11 and Interstate 81 at Sandy Creek and Mannsville was the location of the recent Tug Hill “Try It” 25K/12K Classical Citizens Race. On Saturday, January 17th, after the race skiers met at the Sandy Creek Fire Station where friends of the History Center served bread and soup. Donations will be used to supplement the “Imaging and Scanning Project.”

Thank you to Yvonne Kopy and Margaret Kastler for setting the soup and bread event up and to these volunteers for soup and bread: Connie Luce, Betty Atkinson, Sally Turo, Tammy Miller, Celestine Kerr, Frances Bellinger, Jill Mattison, Phyllis LeBeau, Shawn Doyle, Pat Fregoe, and Irene Fuller. We served 75 people. Dr. Geoff Moore presented a clinic, “Preparing for a Cross Country Ski Marathon” following the awards ceremony. 

This is an annual event and the whole community is welcome to come to enjoy soup, bread and meet others from the community. 

Michelle Allen, daughter of Carol and Gary Sweeney, has donated beautiful napkins that contain dates, names and menus on them from the 1920s. They were contained in a box that Michelle bought at the Lacona Auction Barn several years ago and probably came from the home of Gladys Archer. I have asked Nancy Ridgeway and the Coiterie Club to take a look at them and give me their best guess as to the group, club or events that may have “produced” these napkins. The provenance of items like these is very important and we thank Michelle for donating a part of Sandy Creek history back to the town. 

The “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” has been rescheduled to Saturday, May 15th at the Sandy Creek Town Hall from 7-9PM. This date had to be set before January 30th in order to be included in the “Summer in Oswego County”  calendar of events brochure. 
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PHOTO: As we continue the “Imaging and Scanning” project we uncover many unidentified photos like this one. Can anyone give us the year, school or student names? This photo is on CD#1, 1a and can be reproduced for anyone interested in a closer look.


In the Sandy Creek News for July 13, 1905 was an account of the Republican County Convention for that year. Among those who attended was mentioned Hon. Timothy W. Skinner of Mexico, formerly Surrogate of Oswego County, who was described as one of the leading Republicans of Oswego County and a delegate to the Judicial Convention for that year, 1905. Then followed an interview with Mr. Skinner, which was reproduced in “Sketches” because of the interesting picture it gave of the schools in Sandy Creek about the year 1845.


Mr. Skinner relates that sixty years ago when he was eighteen years of age he taught school in the Scripture District in the Town of Sandy Creek, which is the first district south of the village. There were in attendance at that time in this school eighty scholars, many of them who spent the summer on the farm, the canal or the lake and came to school in the winter to make trouble for the teacher and to turn him out if possible.


Mr. Skinner boarded around among the families of the district. At times he slept in attics and was occasionally obliged to shake from his clothing in the morning, the snow which had sifted in through the crevices and knot holes during the night.


He built the fires and swept the school house and often split the wood consumed during the day from the pile which had been drawn, sled length, to the door. For his services he received the sum of $13 a month and his board. Among his pupils were the Wilders, the Scriptures, the Wallaces and many other families who are no longer residents of that locality.

On January 21 the “Fire Equipment Preservation Society at Rail City" met at the Sandy Creek Town Hall to establish bylaws and a mission statement. The purpose of the Society is to create interest and activity in the field of local fire-fighting history through programs and education with publications, exhibits and talks relating to fire-fighting apparatus. 

Rail City is the unique railroad museum that was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

Bob Groman, his son, will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Saturday, May 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. For years Bob researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” that is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Today Bob is working on making Rail City a historic site.

News from Heritage Foundation of Oswego County! Each year the Heritage Foundation of Oswego County awards to owners of historic buildings or to other officials certificates of appreciation in recognition of their efforts in the field of historic preservation. Examples of worthwhile projects which might be recognized include: the restoration of spindles to a porch railing or brackets to a cornice, an excellent paint job showing colors appropriate for the style of the house, an individual or community beautification program, an adaptive re-use of a building without destroying its architectural merit, a unique education program relating to architecture or historic preservation, or an example of government-community cooperation that enhanced the preservation of historic buildings or the promotion of tourism using the community’s historic or natural resources. 

Have you observed a preservation or beautification project in our area worthy of recognition? 
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Historians’ Corner #5

PHOTO: As we continue the “Imaging and Scanning” project we uncover many unidentified photos like this one. This photo is (CD#5 3a) unlike the one in last weeks column because the children are younger and a teacher is standing in the background. Any ideas or comments are welcome and again, it can be reproduced for anyone interested in a closer look.

Thank you to Gary Hitchcock who has donated his grandparents marriage certificate/book, some Sandy Creek High School graduation cards and a copy of his great-grandfather Crandall’s GAR post record to add to the history archives. Thank you to Margaret Weigel for keeping the material at the Library until I could pick it up.

At this writing I am very pleased to say that I have completed and mailed the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grants for the 2004-2005 season.  This  grant is for environmental controls for the fire safe room. We will not know until late June or early July if we received the money we have asked for. I’ll keep you posted. A copy is available for public viewing at these locations: the Town Clerk’s office, Margaret Kastler’s office, the Village offices (see Jill Mattison) and at my office. I am always available to answer your questions. Call me or stop by any morning. 

The ‘Snow Storm’ of 1878-1879 from an article in the Watertown Daily Times 


“The storm has not ceased. It has stormed for two days and two nights. Seventy-five passengers are here on the main line and their money is about exhausted. Provisions enough for the next 48 hours. Depth of snow on the level is about six feet.” This was a telegraph item that came from Richland and was printed in the Watertown Daily Times on January 4, 1879, for that winter there were some of the biggest and most general storms that ever affected the North Country.


The winter of 1878-79 was one of the worst ever experienced. Paragraphs taken from the newspaper issues of that winter remind us that things are not as bad as they might be.


Have you ever thought of the Village of Sandy Creek and Lacona as ‘romantic’ or ‘fair and festive’? Read on!


The first paralyzing storm of the winter of 1878-79 struck this section about December 24 and was especially bad in the vicinity of Sandy Creek. An account contained in the newspaper telling of an award given by the passengers to Jacob Hermony, conductor of a train snowbound at Sandy Creek, gives an impression on this first storm.


The story states that: “The passengers of train number one, ( the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad) on December 24 bound north from Rome became snowbound for six and one-half days in the romantic and classical snow clad Village of Sandy Creek; desire before leaving the fair and festive Lacona to express their thanks to the hospitable and unselfish inhabitants thereof, particularly the jovial landlords of the Sandy Creek and Salisbury houses who refused to take undue advantage of their snowbound fellow creatures.”


Again, along about the beginning of January, came the second big storm of the winter and in the column entitled “City and Vicinity” appeared an item, “The country roads are all blocked up again,” while another states that, “At daylight this morning, it was snowing so hard at Sandy Creek that people shaking hands could not recognize each other."


Judge Dewey sent a telegram from Richland where he was stranded which read, “Storm still raging and snow ten foot deep. Seven engines and 100 passengers are snowed in here. Will be home on the first train. Have John plow the garden the first of May sure.”


Another humorous item from Richland read as follows: “One of the passengers who was snowed in at Richland last week thought it would be very appropriate to recite “Beautiful Snow” to the other passengers. Alas, he did not know the temperaments of those around him. By the time he had got as far as “Oh, the snow, the beau___” he was trying to extricate himself from a snow bank into which he had been pitched head foremost. 
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PHOTO: “Smart Steam Wagon” was the invention and dream of Will Smart. Smartville was named after this family who owned large mills in Boylston. This photo was donated to the Sandy Creek History Center by Norman Widrig for us to copy. We do not have the original but because of the “Imaging and Scanning” project we can preserve the image for use in a column, on a posterboard or book project. Here is the story of this local inventor. 

Probably the most ingenious contraption ever to enter the hills of Boylston, in northern Oswego County, was the famous Smart Steam Wagon. Certainly it was the most picturesque and awe-inspiring as it traveled the road from Smartville to Lacona, hauling five or six large wagon-loads of lumber behind, spewing smoke, sparks, and cinders over the countryside.


This ponderous vehicle first had its conception in the inventive brain of William Smart, who with his father Israel and his brother Fred, owned and operated a large lumbering operation, sawmill and stave-mill at Smartville, about five miles east of Lacona. Economic necessity, rather than hope of any monetary gain from patent rights, seem to have been the incentive for the original idea; as there is no record of Mr. Smart ever having patented the invention.


In those days of the 1870’s the roads in Boylston, as in veritably every other rural community in the north country, were rocky and rough; and in the spring and fall, beset with seas of mud. In addition, the Smartville-Lacona route embraced Wheat Hill, which was in itself quite an elevation, and the First and Second Gulfs, whose steep-sided depths had never been bridged. The road just dropped in one side and climbed out the other.


These facts made the hauling of lumber from the Smart mills to the railroad at Lacona a slow, laborious, and expensive operation. A team of horses or oxen pulling a loaded wagon could make about one round trip a day; what with “chaining” on the downgrades and “blocking” on the upgrades. This necessitated the hiring of many teams and drivers to transport the output of the mills, thus cutting sharply into the profits from the business.


After a great deal of thought and discussion on the matter, there gradually evolved in the fertile mind of young Will plans for a steam-powered vehicle which, he believed, would revolutionize the transportation problem. 

The Ames Iron Works at Oswego, makers of steam engines and boilers, was selected to carry out the actual building of the wagon. In the early spring of 1879, the steam wagon was pronounced ready.

In appearance, the vehicle was about the size and shape of a railroad flat-car, and was also about as ponderous and heavy. It had three massive wheels, the two in the back being heavily cleated with iron to assist it in clawing up the steep and rocky grades. The third wheel, set in the middle of the front end, was connected to a steering apparatus, which was activated by a huge iron steering wheel. This was built with hand-holds projecting from it to aid in the application of the real muscle-power needed to turn it.

On the front half of the platform was located the steam boiler and engine, protected at least partially from the weather by an iron canopy top, and just back of this was storage room for the fuel supply. There were no facilities for shifting gears; the power being transmitted direct from engine to gears to rear axle and wheels. The back half of the apparatus was used as cargo space and when loaded this added weight contributed greatly to the traction of the wheels.

The young inventor now had to consider the problem of getting it to Smartville, over thirty long miles away. Undaunted, he hired a crew of helpers and set out. It is said to have been a wonderful sight to see as they went puffing and chugging along the country roads, belching great clouds of smoke and steam that scared horses and cattle and in some cases settlers themselves, half out of their wits.

Early in the planning stages, Mr. Smart had realized that most of the bridges along the route would have to be reinforced and some even built. With this in mind he hauled behind him several wagons loaded with heavy hardwood planks and other building material. On coming to a bridge the cavalcade would pause while planks were laid over the structure and props were placed under its beams, after which a slow and cautious crossing was effected. If everything went well, the planks were reloaded and the entourage proceeded merrily on its way to the next bridge.

Even with these precautions, several of the smaller and weaker bridges failed to stand the weight, and these of course had to be rebuilt before going on. All this took up a great deal of time, and it was not until evening of the third day that the apparatus finally began the last lap of its journey, the five bridge-less miles between Lacona and Smartville. 

Warned by the blasting whistle, nearly everyone able to run, walk, or crawl was on hand when the outfit pulled into Smartville. 

The steam wagon speedily began to vindicate the soundness of its inventor’s ideas by the vastly increased hauling capacity, which it made possible. Instead of one, it could make four or five round trips to the railroad in a day, hauling five and sometimes six wagon-loads of lumber each time. Soon the use of teams in hauling the company’s products was dispensed with entirely. For several years the machine continued to operate from spring until late fall, playing an important role in the rise of the Smart family to the affluence which they came to enjoy.

Thank you to Phyllis LeBeau for the great job she did on the Pratt and Kent family photo albums and to Frances Bellinger for the continued work on the newspaper files. 

Again, thanks to the “Imaging and Scanning” project I was able to identify the snow picture of a few weeks ago. The photo was a gift of Harmon Lindsey and was taken on the Lindsey farm. Ray Lindsey is standing with the colt. Grandpa Fry, Mrs. Gilford Lindsey and an unknown woman are standing on the snow bank. 

 
We wish Louise Soule a Happy 100th Birthday on March 1st. 

Jeanne McKown recently visited with Mable Carnrite and reports she is doing very well. Jeanne stopped by the office to identify people in the Corse press photo from a recent column. Jack Killam is working on that photo also and is pretty sure he can identify the school photo from last week. 


Thank you to all of you!
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PHOTO: Louise Soule turns 100 years old on March 1st. Her children Gordon and Nancy Soule, Richard Soule, Jane and John Cowan and Carol and William Doe celebrate her life.


Louise Soule was born on March 1, 1904 at Tremaines Corners, Jefferson County, New York to Elam Seward and Florence (Jones) Tuell. Louise attended Tremaines Corners one-room school, going on to Adams High School where she graduated in 1921. She was one of the star players on the Adams High School Girl’s Basketball team. This team went undefeated in 1921.

She later attended Potsdam Normal School and Oswego State where she graduated with a teachers’ degree and taught at Tremaine’s Corners and schools in Richland, Pulaski, Sandy Creek and Redfield.

Louise met Charles Soule at a barn dance at Southwicks Beach and on June 13, 1925 they were married at the home of her uncle, Herman Rice. They honeymooned in the Adirondacks before settling on the farm they purchased east of Lacona on the Orwell Road, where Louise still lives. 

Charles died in November 1979.

Her family always came first. Besides her four children, Louise has 12 grandchildren, 20 great-grandchildren and one great-great grandchild. Her grandchildren remember her reading to them and hold that as one of their fondest memories.

We thank the family for sharing photos that are to be  scanned for safe keeping in the Sandy Creek History Archives.

Harry Birthday, Louise.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

Louise Soule will be 100 years old on March 1, 2004. I share this glimpse into her life for your readers!

Louise was born in Jefferson County but lived in and around Sandy Creek all her married life and even today lives on the farm she shared with her husband.

I have enclosed a floppy with her current photo, black/white,  in jpeg format. It is not necessary to return the floppy.

Thank you,

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

February 21, 2004

Dear Debra,

Enclosed are several photos that can be used on the Leadership Oswego County poster. 

I do have several pictures of famous men from our town and could send them if you like. 

Feel free to contact me if you need more information or a photo of one of the men. 

Thanks, hope all is well with you! Are you aware that Barbara Dix is now the Schroeppel historian?

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

March 2004

Historians’ Corner #7

PHOTO: Louise (Tuell) Soule turns 100 years old on March 1st. A glimpse into her life is the feature story on the front page. Louise is pictured with her undefeated teammates in this 1921 Adams High School Girls Basketball Team photo.  Jane Grimshaw, D. Washburn (coach), Carolyn Bibbins, Mildred (Peck) O’Dell, Doris Carter, Olive (Tuell) Webster , Doris Jewett and Louise (Tuell) Soule.

Louise was born in Jefferson County but lived in and around Sandy Creek all her married life and even today lives on the farm she shared with her husband, Charles.

Thank you to Gordon and Nancy Soule for sharing this photo. 

The Leadership Oswego County class of 2004 has decided to create a poster of historic faces and places in Oswego County. The posters will be distributed to schools, historians and other prominent places free of charge. I have sent pictures and narratives of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library, the Lacona Depot and theWigwam for their consideration. 

Jane Oakes from Caledonia, NY is doing her Master’s Thesis on opera houses, theaters and other entertainment halls that were built in our community between 1830 and 1920. I have included in my response the information on the Allen Opera House. 

Originally, this was the first church building in the Town of Sandy Creek and housed the Methodist Congregation in 1831 until their new church was built in 1879. After it became the Allen Opera House and then the Sandy Creek Grange. In 1960 the building was razed for the construction of Interstate 81. 

In the packet she sent a page from “Jno. B. Jeffery’s Guide and Directory” dated 1887. It mentions a BUCKLEY OPERA HOUSE-seats 600. Ad. Salisbury & Buckley. I have asked many people and no one remembers a Buckley Opera House. Any information would be welcome. I have sent a copy to Marie Parsons and will let you know what I find out.

March is “Women’s History Month” I close with this poem about women that was written by Ashley O’Mara who is 13 years old.

The Heroines of America!

The Heroines of America! Those many we’ve forgot.

The Women with their wit and spunk-Let’s turn to them our thought. 

The Revolution’s girls! Like Molly Pitcher, Who fought till the battle was done.

And “The Female Paul Revere,” One Sybil Ludington!

During that dark and menacing time they call the Civil War,

There was that freedom fighter, Harriet Tubman, Who was a Union spy and more.

Crossing the plains and civilizing the West-Our American women pioneers.

Narcissa Whitman, Laura Ingalls-We recognize them here.

The Suffragettes:Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton-

They stuck it out, fought for equality until women’s votes were won.

To all the gals in World War II, we focus our attention now.

Both on the home front, and in the WASPS, I have one word-“WOW!”

Those famous women of the air, through sky and space they glide.

Record breaking Amelia Earhart, and astronaut Sally Ride.

When it comes to telling of American girls, female authors wrote alot.

Alcott, Blume, Tripp and Martin-they all changed how we thought.

The Heroines of America!

Their country they held dear. For each and every one of them, 

Let’s raise a giant cheer!

The Heroines! The Heroines! The Heroines!

By Ashley O’Mara
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Historians’ Corner #8

PHOTO: The Blount Lumber Company is the current photograph collection in the ongoing “Imaging and Scanning” project. This picture shows the Bathinette made by the company. Many other interesting photographs need to be identified and I could use the help of past employees. Call me or stop by. 


An industry, which gave employment to 50 men and women, grew rapidly when the Blount Lumber Company added the Bathinette line in March 1932 for the Baby Bathinette Corporation of Rochester. The production began in one room and by the end of the first year had produced 15,000 Bathinettes and moved production to a building. 


The plant had the capacity of 600 Bathinettes a day and soon was shipping 10,000 a month to nearly every state and some foreign countries, including South America, England and South Africa. Many were in use in Canada. The Blount Lumber Company handled the manufacturing end only, with the marketing being done by the Baby Bathinette Corporation. About 50% of all Bathinettes sold were made in Lacona, while a plant in Rochester and another in Chicago produced the other half.


The Bathinette featured a rubber tub with hammock arrangement for holding the baby, and a canvas dressing table that slid over the tub. The stand, which was about table height, contained pockets for soap and other utensils and included a towel rack. 

The wood used in making the Bathinettes was a product of the local plant, rubber, cloth and metal used in the manufacture was purchased outside. In another department the hard wood parts used for the frame were assembled before being sent to the paint room. When dry, a conveyor carried them to an assembly room where various metal rods and fasteners were added. Women worked at high-speed machines in a sewing room to turn out the rubber and canvas portions of the Bathinette before being assembled, packed and shipped. 


The Blount Lumber Company was established by George R. Blount in 1894 and incorporated in 1908.

The Local Action Committee of the Revolutionary ByWay met at Sandy Creek Town Hall, Wednesday February 25th. The agenda included a review of an updated resource list, discussion on public participation and stewardship and the selection of representatives to the joint steering committee.

Gary Sweeney has given the History Center a 1919 photograph of the 5th and 6th grade students (all named) at Sandy Creek. 

February 4, we received the check from Arts and Culture for $950 for “Heritage Day” on August 28th at the Oswego County Fairgrounds. This event is a one day event is planned due to the great response we received from the Early Settlers Bicentennial Fair held in September. The grant application and acceptance letter is available for review at the village office, the town office and my office. Again, I am always available to answer your questions. 

UPDATE: We received an additional $300 for this event from Arts and Culture. The “Old Time Fiddlers” have agreed to play at the event and I am waiting for confirmation from the Revolutionary War and Civil War re-enactors. 

Happy 90th Birthday to Isabel Chrisman Ballou on March 4th.
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Historians’ Corner #9

PHOTO: This picture shows the Stevens Milling and Feed Company on the left, to its right the old Lacona Fire Hall (notice the bell on the firehouse tower and the horse trough in front of the building) and past the fire hall, Fred Smart’s Wagon Shop. This photo is looking east on Railroad Street (Harwood Drive) Lacona.

I’ve been talking about items donated to the History Center concerning the Steven’s Milling Company the past few weeks and today I share a photo of the mill from the archives. 

Tad Harding sold his interest to the grist mill in 1915, putting his energies into the lumber business which later evolved into Sancona Builders Supply, Inc. 

The grist mill became the Stevens Milling and Feed Company, owned by Ralph Wood and Floyd Stevens, they developed a nationally known dairy feed, “Stevens 44 Dairy Ration” during the 1920s. 

Thomas W. Hamer later owned the mill property, and in the late 1940s and early 1950s the property was sold to Fay and Earl Mills who carried building supplies. The Krakau Implement Company owned the property during the 1970s and used it for storage. The main office was in Sandy Creek Village. To date, the building has been torn down and the vacant lot (corner of Maple Avenue and Harwood Drive was used to store construction material for the Sandy Creek/Lacona Waterworks project. 

Both the old fire hall and the rebuilt version of Fred Smart’s Wagon Shop became part of the Ribstone Silo Company. The Schuyler Shoecraft Garage was between Fred Smart’s Shop and Ribstone Silo. 

This past Friday was like old home week at the History Center. Betty Atkinson is feeling better, done with therapy and could drive for the first time since before Christmas so, she stopped by. The “girls” (volunteers) are getting ready to come back to work after the long winter off and we are planning on sometime beginning in April. Although I can remember snow in May, I’m hoping April will only bring rain showers in preparation for our May flowers.


Anyways, Betty had received a letter from her friend, Bea, who had received an anonymous letter with the article and picture featured in my column dated September 16, 2003. It reads in part, “Just received an envelop with a picture of Ackerman Cottage (from the paper), it was marked Syracuse, not a note who sent it.....so as I know you work for that place that is making a book of all old places thought you could take care of it for me as I do not know where to send it.....it was just the cottage and not the hotel. In the photo was Aunt Ola and Uncle George (owners), Harm and Viola, also Doris when she was young and I didn’t recognize the other person. But the one of the hotel on porch was Aunt Ola, Aunt Alzade Brown (who worked for them also), Mae Ridgeway and Lena Dyer. That was an older photo.”


Bea continues, “Lena Dyer was married later to Leon Ackerman, Aunt Alzade later married Jack Beach and Mae Ridgeway married Alexander Tyfair (she was my mother). Hope this will help with your book.

Again, thanks to our readers we have another picture identified from the archives.

Mildred Lustig Reid has finished the Daughters of the American Revolution book “Our Revolutionary Soldiers at Rest” for the Rhadamant Chapter in Sandy Creek. The book will be printed soon and can be purchased at the Town Hall or from Mrs. Reid. This local chapter is still active and information on joining can be obtained from Mrs. Reid and this historian. 

On September 18, 1940, through the efforts of Mrs. Belva Lindo Chamberlain, a Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Chapter was organized in the twin villages with 13 charter members. The name Rhadamant was selected because Sandy creek was originally included in the township “Rhadamant” or No. 10 of the Boylston tract, a part of the Constable Purchase. The charter was dated June 4, 1942 and Mrs. Chamberlain was the first Regent.
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March 6, 2004

Carol Doe

79 East Church Street

Adams, NY 13605

Dear Carol,

Thank you for your card concerning your mother’s articles “celebrating her 100th birthday.”

I concentrated the article on “celebrating her life” and was very careful to NOT make it sound like an obituary. I sent the questionnaire to you and Gordon so you could include the information you wanted in the articles. I just hope the rest of the family didn’t feel slighted in any way because I only sent them to the two of you. 

Thank you for the information, I will include it in the archives and any other information you might want to share. So far I have included the newspaper articles, the copies from News Channel 9 (I gave Nancy a copy of that for each of you), her photo and the photo from my column that is of her 1921 Basketball Team and the questionnaire’s from you and Gordon. 

Sincerely,

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

March 2004

Historians’ Corner #10

PHOTO: This is another picture from the Blount photo file. I need a date and more information. Can anyone help?  (#6 CD#8 Blount file)

Jack Parker called with information and a correction on the “Blount bathinette” photo from a few weeks ago. He plans to stop by the office and give me corrections for a future article. Stay tuned!

Thank you to Shawn Doyle for finding, successfully bidding on E-Bay, and donating a receipt from John J. Schultz, “horseshoer” in Lacona. The receipt is from 1911-1919 and is in excellent condition. 

Thank you to Michelle Allen for her donations to the archives. The assorted items consist of 

· a 1923 Firemen’s Banquet program, “Fire Department of the Village of Sandy Creek will entertain in honor of the fire departments of Adams, Pulaski and Lacona”, 

· a program for the June 26, 1926 Sandy Creek High School Alumni Association Banquet held at the Ontario Bay House, 

· a program for the thirty-first Sandy Creek High School Alumni Association Annual Banquet dated June 23, 1922, 

· a program from the Testimonial Dinner to LeRoy Hollis dated July 1, 1924, 

· a program dated November 13, 1941 Testimonial Dinner for E. H. Merriman for 46 years of Railroad service, 

· the diploma of Ora Mae Snyder 

· and a Rail City souvenir ashtray.

Phyllis LeBeau, Norman Widrig and I are working on a Military History of Sandy Creek book. Sally Turo asked if we had any V-mail for the book. I had never heard of V-mail so Sally brought in some examples and we copied them for use in the book and to add to the archives. My father was an ambulance driver during WW2 and therefore had access to the USO and sent home recorded messages for the family. Sadly, they were not properly stored and they became warped and unusable. 

This book is scheduled to be published in 2005 and we are asking for your help with information, photographs and/or memorabilia on local servicemen. 

Mildred Lustig Reid has finished the Daughters of the American Revolution book “Our Revolutionary Soldiers at Rest” for the Rhadamant Chapter in Sandy Creek. The book has been printed and can be purchased at the Town Hall or from Mrs. Reid. This local chapter is still active and information on joining can be obtained from Mrs. Reid and this historian. The cost of the book is $10 and thanks to Mrs. Reid supports the local DAR Chapter and the Sandy Creek History Center.

I am looking for people to identify photographs, do computer work or cut and copy articles from old newspapers. Some of this work can be done from your home and if you are interested I’d like to talk to you. 

Also, it is not too soon to discuss volunteers for the Heritage Building at the Oswego County Fair. The fair runs from Friday, July 2 to Wednesday, July 7th. If you like history and enjoy talking to people this is the place for you. You set the times and day or days you want to come in, learn a little about your community, meet interesting people and have a good time. Call Shawn Doyle at 298-3620 or myself at 387-5456 ext. 7. Every year we have a meeting to discuss the fair events and history displays for Heritage Hall which is held at Half-Shire Historical Society Headquarters, the old Richland School in Richland. The date this year is May 8 at noon. Mark your calendar, we serve lunch, share ideas and make plans to improve the set-up of the Heritage building. Join us!

NEW WEB-PAGE: http://sandycreekny.tripod.com 

Charlene Cole

phone at 387-5456 ext. 7

e-mail at sandycreekny@tcenet.net
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

March 2004

Historians’ Corner #11

PHOTO: This is the Harding/Blount House and this photo was recently included in the “Imaging and Scanning” project implemented in 2003. Kelly and Mark Schack contacted me for a picture of this house and are in the process of buying it. The house is located at 17 Salina Street, Lacona. 

A little history on the house was found in a news item dated December 13, 1939-Mr. and Mrs. Howard (Dolly Harding) Blount are moving this week into their new home, the Gilbert N. Harding (1843-1907) house into which they made extensive alterations and improvements. Gilbert’s wife was Kittie E. (Wright) Harding (1846-1926).

As I mentioned in an earlier column, Jane Oakes from Caledonia, NY is doing her Master’s Thesis on opera houses, theaters and other entertainment halls that were built in our community between 1830 and 1920. I have included in my response the information on the Allen Opera House. 

In the packet she sent a page from “Jno. B. Jeffery’s Guide and Directory” dated 1887. It mentions a BUCKLEY OPERA HOUSE-seats 600. Ad. Salisbury & Buckley. I have asked many people and no one remembers a Buckley Opera House. After weeks of research I got lucky and found an article printed in the Sandy Creek News....

Bulkley (notice the spelling) Block in Sandy Creek Burned Seventy-five Years Ago (The building stood on the site occupied by the Sandy Creek Post Office and laundromat.)The Sandy Creek News printed May 1, 1890 reported the fire in detail with headlines of “Bulkley Opera House in Ashes; $35,000 Gone Up In Smoke; The Work of the Fire Laddies.” Then followed the account:

Fifteen or twenty minutes before midnight on Saturday as Messers F. S. Bosworth and Clarence Aldridge were going home they discovered a light in Bulkley Opera Hall. Thinking a lamp had been left burning, they proceeded on their way across the creek, when it appeared much brighter. They then gave the alarm and reached the front entrance to the hall as soon as possible, where they broke into the hall. The fire at this time was confined to the dressing room on the south side of the stage and the scenery on the stage. Mr. Bosworth went within five or six feet of the stage but could not obtain a full view of the extent of the fire as the curtain was nearly down. However, it is Mr. Bosworth’s opinion that the fire was already beyond control. The fire bell gave the earliest alarm, which was seconded by the gong at the Plate Factory and the fire bell at Lacona.

The firemen of Sandy Creek and Lacona turned out promptly....hope was entertained that the fire wall between the Opera Hall and the hotel would prove a barrier to the flames was relaid with a view to protecting the hotel part of the block. When the Opera House walls fell, however, they carried the fire wall down with them and the fate of the entire block was doomed. The night was rainy and the wind blew from the southeast carrying the flames and sparks away from the other business blocks, which was very favorable. 

The block destroyed was three stories high, 110 feet front and 90 feet deep and was erected in 1881. It contained two stores, hall, hotel and several offices. 

The last assemblage to gather in Bulkley Opera Hall was that of the citizens of the town called together to advance its interests and which adjourned but an hour or so before the fire. At the meeting, a constitution and bylaws were adopted. The organization is to be known as the General Improvement Association of the Town of Sandy Creek. 

No one has been able to throw any light upon the origin of the fire. 

Its destruction was a great loss to the village.

At the March 19th meeting of the newly formed “Fire Equipment Preservation Society at Rail City” the Mission Statement and Bylaws were adopted. The next meeting is scheduled for May 14th at 7pm at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. These meetings are open to the public. The purpose of the Society is to create interest and activity in the field of local fire-fighting history through programs and education with publications, exhibits and talks relating to fire-fighting apparatus. 

Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Saturday, May 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. Rail City is the unique railroad museum that was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Bob researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” that is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Today Bob is working on making Rail City a historic site.

     The program is free and open to the public. We hope to see you there! 

The John Ben Snow Foundation grant has been mailed and we will hear news by July 1st. I am asking for a microfilm reader and a reprint of the priceless Sandy Creek News. This past fall we acquired the “original” microfilm from the Penfield Library in Oswego and once reprinted we hope to store the originals in Pennsylvania. Their storage facility is ideal for microfilm and it will be in a climate-controlled space for a very small fee per year. The microfilm remains the property of the town and can be pulled from storage at anytime.

My columns are planned to keep my readers informed on the happenings of the Town of Sandy Creek History Center, current events and hours of operation. While I send a photo and write a column for this paper every week, some of my columns are left out of the paper from time to time and/or are put into the paper a week later or not at all. This column was written for the March 30th issue but did not appear. Here it is with current updates!
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Historians’ Corner #12

PHOTO: Last week these two men were unknown World War II soldiers and in need of identification. Within a couple of hours we had information on   “Burky” however, the other man remains unidentified. Can you help? Call me at 387-5456 x7 or stop by the office. 

Tammy Miller was able to identify  “Burky” as her husband’s grandfather and called Pat Miller who came by and confirmed that “Burky” was her father. Pat has information to share on his service years and will be the first to add information for the World War II book. Thanks, Pat.

Information for the World War 1 and II history books are being researched and compiled and we are asking the community to help by stopping by the town hall to add to the information we already have and by sharing photographs and information on soldiers we are lacking. Thank you to Phyllis LeBeau for her work thus far on the book. Many hours have gone into the compilation of the material we have to date. This information along with the VFW framed photos will be at the Oswego County Fair and will make up the majority of the Sandy Creek booth display. If your relative is not pictured, we need your help for them to be included in the book. Please, lets’ include all the men who served our country so bravely and preserved the freedom we enjoy today!

The World War 1 book is aided by the work of  F. Dudley Corse, historian for the Town and Village of Sandy Creek. A form was mailed to all known World War ex-service men and their families, from the Town of Sandy Creek. It reads, in part: The State historian is compiling a history of the State of New York in the World War....The Town of Sandy Creek played a splendid part in the World War and it is important the record of its achievements shall be complete. In order that this may be accomplished, EACH EX-SERVICE MAN should answer all questions at the bottom of this sheet, so far as they relate to his record of service. Will you please do this, using care to be clear and accurate, and return the paper to me at once, in the enclosed envelope? .....You may not appreciate the importance of this matter now, but in years to come it will be of great value to you and to your families, and to the people of the State in general. Please enclose a photograph of yourself, if possible. All records and photographs should be in my hands at once. The importance of these records, other than the obvious, is the fact that these records are written by the servicemen.

These questions include valuable information for researchers such as place of birth, fathers name, mothers maiden name, rank and a listing of engagements. Very few photos were included, please, check your family photos and let us make a copy for the history archives and the book.

The men recorded are: Harry F. Austin, Henry F. Blount, Hugh H. Carr, Elvin M. Clark, George W. Corse, Lois A. Cox-Gould, Foster A. Doneburg, Rex E. Crandall, Oren R. Earl, Grant Edwards, Albert W. Eager, Lloyd W. Fuller, A. Granger, Lee A. Hadley, H. Earl Hadley, Albro D. Hall, Allen D. Hamer, Eugene M. Hastings, Clifford C. Holden, Hart D. Knowlton, Harry E. Lester, George W. Mizener, Henry Moore, Rexford Potts, William A. prescott, Maurford K. Sargent, Earl H. Sheldon, Harry F. Sherman, Carl A. Sprague, Lloyd D. Sprague, Glen C. Taylor, Harold D. Thomas, Charles L. Tifft, Paul W. Tifft, Hamer F. Welch, Newton Wheeler, and Benjamin H. Woodruff. Who has been left out of this list?

What a wonderful record and gift to this town. All the past historians who served this town are to be commended! Without their diligence many of our valued history would be lost. 

The census of 1910 and 1920 show the population of the Town of Sandy Creek as 2,106 and 2,018 respectively; Sandy Creek Village as 617 and 566 respectively and the Village of Lacona as 443 and 461 respectively. 

In recent weeks several students from 7th and 8th grades have been to the town hall for research on school projects. HURRAH! I am so pleased....this office has much to offer students in their local history research. One student researched “the Hermit at Sandy Pond” and another the “old schools” in the town of Sandy Creek. The books researched and printed from the History Center have been and will continue to be donated to the school libraries and our Ainsworth Library. 
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Historians’ Corner #13

PHOTO: Pictured is Foster Doneburg, son of James and Mary Robbins Doneburg of Lacona. He served as a Private in the Army, 6th Trench Mortar Battery, from May 24, 1918 to May 31, 1919.


I have a World War I and World War II history display set up at the Town Hall and encourage you to stop by. Some of the items on display are from Half-Shire Historical Society, thanks to Shawn Doyle. 


The Sandy Creek History Center has very few items on either War for display. I am looking for Gold Star Mother flags for display, ration books, anything of interest relating to either War. As always, I can copy the photographs and return the originals to you. Anyone wishing to donate artifacts to the History Center are encouraged to do so or maybe you have an item you would like to loan us for the display, either way call me. 

Herb Miller came by with items and information to share for the World War II soldiers book and Carl Ridgeway came by to help identify soldier’s photographs. 

Thank you to all that called to identify Leon Claflin as the soldier pictured with Niles Burkhard.

Lyle and Yvonne Bush brought in some great school photos, family photos and several military photos, including Alfred H. Bush from World War I. 

Thank you to Michele Wolfe for the recent donations to the archives.

William A. Prescott writes in the Souvenir History of Sandy Creek of the part Sandy Creek played in the World War I effort.... “We take some pride in that over fifty young men, residents or former residents of Sandy Creek crossed the ocean and participated in over thirty of the most important and decisive actions of the conflict, including Ypres, St. Eloi and other battles with the Canadian forces in 1914 and 1915, with the British forces at Cambrai and elsewhere, and under the Sstars and Stripes at Verdun, Chateau-Thierry, St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne, Aisne-Marne, the breaking of the Hindenburg line and many other engagements of note.”

“When we think of Sandy Creek’s part in the War, let us not stop with half a hundred men at the front. Let us remember also the men who endured the rigorous training in the American Camps, the valuable reserves in the S. A. T. C., the loyal Home Guards, the sailors who patrolled our coast line and island possessions and served on the troop transports, the trained flyers waiting and hoping for the opportunity to “get across.” Let us remember the nurses and hospital workers, both at home and abroad. Let us remember the men who filled the places of their sons and younger brothers in the American industry, not only in the munitions factories and shipyards, but on the farms, in the stores and factories, in business, in the pulpit and in the press, all working together to keep the wheels of industry turning and to keep the Allied Armies supplied with the necessities of life.”

Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Saturday, May 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. Rail City is the unique railroad museum that was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Bob researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” that is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Today Bob is working on making Rail City a historic site.

     The program is free and open to the public. We hope to see you there! 
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April 27, 2004

Historians’ Corner #14

PHOTO: This photo has been included into the archives thanks to Strat Killam. These WWII inductees posed for this picture on June 16, 1942. We are looking to name these men. Strat is pictured and he can identify two other men. Can you help? Call my office 387-5456 ext. 7 or contact Strat. 

Thank you to Pulaski Historical Society Curator MaryLou Morrow for the donation of a World War II scrapbook that contained clippings on the soldiers from Sandy Creek. It will be useful in located and identifying our soldiers for the WW II book.

Information for the World War 1 and II history books are being researched and compiled and we are asking the community to help by stopping by the town hall to add to the information we already have or by sharing photographs and information on soldiers we are lacking. Thank you to Phyllis LeBeau for her work thus far on the book. Many hours have gone into the compilation of the material we have to date. This information along with the VFW framed photos will be at the Oswego County Fair and will make up the majority of the Sandy Creek booth display. If your relative is not pictured, we need your help for them to be included in the book. Please, lets’ include all the men who served our country so bravely and preserved the freedom we enjoy today!


We have several pictures of servicemen that are identified by a first initial and last name. Please call if you know these men’s first names: M. Dowees, J. Quinn, R. Snyder, C. Williams and H. Yerdon. A photograph will be posted at the Town Hall.

Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Saturday, May 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. Rail City is the unique railroad museum that was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Bob researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” that is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Today Bob is working on making Rail City a historic site.

     The program is free and open to the public. We hope to see you there! 
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May 4, 2004

Historians’ Corner #15

PHOTO: Few of us remember when this tank came to visit Sandy Creek on May 15, 1919.


The California Block was destroyed by fire on January 9, 1912. The fire raged from the Brewer Block on South Main Street to the Scripture house on Railroad Street, Sandy Creek’s business blocks and homes were wiped out. 

This World War 1 tank is in the cellar of the old California Block, where the Annie Porter Memorial Library is today, after it broke down. The Thomas House is in the upper left corner of the picture.

Norman Widrig gave a copy of this photograph to the Sandy Creek History Center with an excerpt of the Thomas W. Hamer diary pertaining to this event... “May 9, 1919...After dinner I drove up home and got Mabel (Hamer) and the girls (Kathryn and Nanette Hamer) and brought them down to see a Whippet tank from the War in operation. The teacher closed school. There was a big crowd out to see it. It went down into the cellar of the old California Block at Sandy Creek and knocked over walls. It broke down and had to stay there.”

The Sandy Creek News covers the Whippet Tank Visit on May 15, 1919..... “Last Friday the Whippet Tank under the command of Lieut. Hazard reached Sandy Creek from Adams and that afternoon climbed the heaps of logs in Postmaster Wilcox’s mill yard cut down a maple tree ten inches in diameter and did various stunts. In Sandy Creek it butted its way through the cellars of the burnt district fronting Main Street. Here surrounded by the crowd the final stand in the Victory Loan drive was made. At the close of Saturday the local banking district had subscribed $86,000 the percentage being 145 percent, or nearly one and a half times the allotment. 

Our people were deeply interested in the feats of the tank, which remained here till late Saturday afternoon to make needed repairs. Then the outfit went south. The tank was loaded on a five-ton truck.

While showing off the little machine would jump about 15 yards, then suddenly stop and spin around on its own axis. Then it would take another jump to the side and repeat the spin. No one could tell which way it would turn next. These maneuvers were exactly the kind that the tanks went through in an attack to prevent the enemy’s gun from getting their range.”

Two weeks ago the picture of Foster Doneburg, son of James and Mary Robbins Doneburg of Lacona who served as a Private in the Army, 6th Trench Mortar Battery, from May 24, 1918 to May 31, 1919 was mistakenly put in the Half-Shire Historical Column.

Last week the photograph I had planned, but did not appear, was of the WW II inductees who posed for a picture on June 16, 1942 at the Pulaski Court House. The picture was donated by Strat Killam and will be added to another column. We need many of these men identified for the WW II book.

Keep this date open! Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Saturday, May 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. Rail City is the unique railroad museum that was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Bob researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” that is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

The program is free and open to the public. We hope to see you there! 

New donations to the History Center archives include history books on WW I and II from Margaret Kastler; an aerial view of East 1st Street from Sally Turo; several school books from Sharon Keating in memory of her husband; a Lincoln mug and several items from the Friendship Shop; a picture from Beth Cross (The Original Company of Jubilee Singers) and a picture salvaged from a cellar wall at 31 Salina Street by Katie Hayward. Both pictures need to be researched further and I will let you know what I find out. Thank you.

Johanna and Richard Maas have loaned, for display, several very interesting items concerning WW I. Jacob Maas’s WW I uniform, hat, gas mask, pictures, an artillery shell and other military memorabilia. All items are on display at the Town Hall in a glass case. Stop by!

Shane Conzone, a seventh grader at Sandy Creek School, contacted the History Center to research Sandy Pond for a local history project. I asked to see a copy of the finished report, great job, Shane.
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May 11, 2004

Historians’ Corner #16

PHOTO: This photo of the Rail City Ladder Truck is courtesy of Helen and Fred Potter. 

Saturday, May 15th at 7pm Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. 

According to the Association of American Railroads, Rail City Museum was the first steam operating railroad museum in the United States. At its peak, Rail City Museum had 16 steam locomotives, over fifty pieces of rolling stock, many authentic railroad structures and two miles of track. 

Rail City is the unique railroad museum that was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Bob researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Whether you have an interest in railroads or were curious about the history of Rail City, this program is for you! The program is free and open to the public. We hope to see you there! 

Recent donations to the History Center include these items from Betty Archer: the military uniform of James Franklin Archer who was awarded the Bronze Star Medal in 1945 for his courage and skill throughout the North African and Sicilian campaigns and two books containing pictures and information on the students and teachers in grade 4 at the Sandy Creek Central School, truly a priceless donation. 

Nancy Bennett has loaned several military medals and the discharge papers of her father’s, Claude Taplin, from World War 1.

L. Paul Howard donated the military medals and awards his brother, Ralph Howard’s family received after his death while in a prisoner of war camp on November 20, 1950. Included in the packet is a picture of Ralph and Paul for the military books and other artifacts. Also included is a postcard of the Goodenough School. 

Sally Munson has loaned several items for us to copy and use in the research of the military books. 

Thanks to all these people. 

I need to thank Norman Jones for the many items he has brought in and/or loaned to us to copy for the archives. 
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May 18, 2004

Historians’ Corner #17

PHOTO: Col. Lucius A. Salisbury has served the United States in three Wars and will be featured in the World War 1 book being researched for 2004.

William A. Prescott wrote in the Centennial Souvenir History, 1925.....


The world will never know the complete story of World War 1 and the thousands of deeds of heroism and self-sacrifice will be forever unheralded and unsung. The American forces were not picked troops, trained for generations in the art of warfare, but plain American men and boys from the farms and shops, young business and professional men and lads out of school. But the inspiration of the Stars and Stripes led these common every day boys to perform feats of valor and sacrifice for their country and their comrades that would be almost unbelievable to anyone not acquainted with the spirit of America.

The Town of Sandy Creek can boast of many such men. One of these men was Col. Lucius A. Salisbury. He was born in Sandy Creek in 1882, graduating from Sandy Creek High School in 1899, from Brown University in 1904 and later graduated from Harvard Medical School in 1908. 

Col. Salisbury enlisted as a private in the Infantry, New York National Guard in 1910. He was commissioned a 1st Lieutenant Medical Corps in 1911, attached to the 71st Infantry. He was promoted to Captain in 1914 and to Major in 1917. In 1917 he was transferred to the 106th Infantry.  In 1918 he was Sanitary Inspector with the 27th Division. In 1919 he was made Lt. Colonel and in 1921 he was promoted to full Colonel and appointed Surgeon of the New York State National Guard and Commanding Officer of the 102nd Medical Regiment.

He married Margaret Elmendorf Duryee and they had five children. The three boys, Mason, Lucius Jr. and Joseph all served their country in World War II. 

Thank you to MaryLou Morrow for the military clippings and index to the 1900 Richland Census.

Thank you to ___________________ for loaning WW1 and WWII posters to the History Center display. 
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May 25, 2004

Historians’ Corner #18

PHOTO: Strat Killam loaned this photo to the History Center for the World War II book. It was taken at the Court House at Pulaski on June 16, 1942. Soldiers need to be identified before the photo can be put in the book.


The “Loosing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” program presented by Bob Groman on Saturday, May 15 was a huge success. The town hall was full of railroad and train enthusiasts representing Oswego, Jefferson and Onondaga Counties. Judy Toussant made a delicious chocolate cake decorated with a Rail City photo from the archives. 


Donations: Barbara Joslyn has loaned articles and photos on the Black River Telephone Company office, Lacona dated 1925 that have been copied to CD’s for the archives. Bob Obleman has donated about 20 1825-1925 Centennial picture post cards and other post cards for the archives. Margaret Kastler has donated several more World War I and II history books for the history display. MaryLou Morrow has donated newspaper clippings  and the 1900 Richland Census index. Johanna Maas brought in mileage rationing coupons. Thanks to all.

The Sandy Pond Memories II book is a work in progress and residents who live or own camps on the pond are asked to share information and photos. The World War I book is being researched and written at this time. Soldiers who enlisted from here, lived here or became residents here after the war will be included. Several interesting items are included in the history display, such as, a bullet, gas mask with the photo of the soldier wearing the mask (Jacob Maas), summer and winter uniforms from WW1, scrapbooks, ration books from WW2, helmets and photographs. Stop by.
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June 1, 2004

Historians’ Corner #19

PHOTO:This great picture was donated to the History Center by Barbara Joslyn. The Black River Telephone Company was once located in Lacona and later renamed the General Telephone Company and moved to the Sandy Creek business district before closing in 1937.

Heather Joslyn researched and wrote an article titled “Reach Out and Touch Someone” for the Salmon River News in 1982 on the Telephone Company, which is partially reprinted here. (I have updated her research to present)

Joslyn writes: “These days the Bell Telephone Company’s slogan is “reach out and touch someone.” And yet in this age of computers and automation, it is comforting to recall the days when operators really did “reach out” to the community they served.”

The Black River Telephone Company had an office in Lacona, until July of 1926, next to what was Remington’s Barber Shop and is now Beautiful Beatitudes on Harwood Drive. Following that the name changed to General Telephone Company and they relocated to the business district of Sandy Creek, where the Smith Insurance office, now the Video Store (next to Karen’s Kountry Florist) on Harwood Drive is located. The telephone office closed in October 1937, when the telephone system was converted to dial. 

Joslyn writes: “Nettie Straight, a resident of Sandy Creek, was hired as an operator by the Black River Telephone Company in April 1915. She was promoted to chief operator in January 1925, and held the same position when the company moved into its Sandy Creek office. Mrs. Straight remembers the operators she worked with as being “just like a family.” She said that one thing that drew the operators together was the fact that, because telephones were the quickest form of communication in the days before radio and television, the telephone office functioned as a news agency in small towns such as Sandy Creek. Modern technology finally took its toll on the local phone companies. The office was converted to dial in October of 1937. Harriet Allen, a resident of Sandy Pond completed the final call in the Sandy Creek office. She had also handled the first call in that office.


WW I and WW II books Soldiers who enlisted from here, lived here or became residents here after the war will be included. Please, be sure your ancestor is included by dropping off photos and military history.
Two genealogy books, compiled, researched and written by George Widrig have been donated to the History Center. “A Genealogy of the Ancestors and Some Descendants of Harmanus (Harmonius) Ehle of the Mohawk Valley and Sandy Creek, NY” and “A Genealogy of the Ancestors and Descendants of Joseph Erastus Allen of Sandy Creek, NY” These men and their families were early pioneers of Sandy Creek. Thank you, George. They are a priceless addition to the town history files.

Sandy Pond Memories II research is going at a snails pace. I sold a book last week to a resident on Sandy Pond and he loved the book but wondered why I had so little on South Pond. If you have a story, family genealogy or photos pertaining to Sandy Pond and especially, South Pond, call me or drop the material off. The “Imaging and Scanning” project allows me to copy your photos and return them to you immediately!

Thank you to Phyllis LeBeau for her work on indexing the photos we have on CD to date. This project will enable us to find a photo in a matter of minutes and will be a great help to me in sharing special photos for this weekly column. 
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June 8, 2004

Historians’ Corner #20

PHOTO: This photo of Jacob Maas dated April 7, 1919 was donated to the Sandy Creek History Center by Richard and Johanna Maas. The gas mask, his uniform and several other items are on loan at the Town Hall. Stop by and take a look.

The history of protective masks dates back to the sixteenth century when Leonardo DaVinci designed a toxic powder and suggested that a fine cloth dipped in water could protect sailors.

When the United States entered World War 1 in 1917, the German High Command and the Allies used five kinds of poisonous gases and more than 30 percent, or 70, 552, of the Americans wounded in World War 1 were gas casualties. Gas warfare pushed the development of protective masks from Great Britian’s initial use of a piece of cloth tied over the face to those with more sophisticated construction and chemical absorbents. The horrors of World War 1 gas warfare increased precautions during World War II.

The Oswego County Fair will officially open on July 2 and run through July 7. The annual “Heritage Hall Volunteer Punch Bowl Reception” is scheduled at the fairgrounds from 4 to 7PM on Thursday, July 1. The people who volunteer at Heritage Hall meet and greet the many visitors who come to Heritage Hall. Many hours are devoted to making the visit an interesting and enjoyable one. 

In every monthly report to the village and town boards I mention the  Volunteer Hours donated by local residents. The volunteers took the winter off and came back to work this spring and picked up where they left off. Phyllis LeBeau is working on the “Indexing and Scanning” project and Frances Bellinger continues with the never-ending newspaper project. Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson and Irene Fuller are busy with indexing, cataloging computer and book research projects. Mary McIntosh is working on railroad history in preparation for a calendar to support Rail City.  Shawn Doyle and Jim Shutts also contribute hours to the History Center. Richard Gibbs continues with painting, gardening and some computer work. Volunteer hours (9 volunteers) for last month equal 1075. All of these volunteers put in MANY hours at the county fair in Heritage Hall and at the Sandy Creek Heritage Day every year. If you see these people, please thank them for their service to your community. Special thanks to Margaret Kastler for always being available to answer my many questions about people and places in and around Sandy Creek. 


“Heritage Day” is planned for August 28th and like last year we are looking for canned vegetables, jellies and fresh produce for judging. There will be games for children, craft demonstrations, Civil War re-enactors, Old Time Fiddlers, square dancing and much more! 

I am still looking for pictures and memorabilia for the Sandy Pond Memories II book and the WWI book. Information and/or photographs can be left at the Town Hall with Town Clerk Tammy Miller Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler or myself. 
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June 22, 2004

PHOTO:  The Salisbury House was located on what is now the site of the Gas Mart and soon to be Sandy Creek Diner. 


A landmark of early Sandy Creek history dating back to the 1820’s was the Salisbury House, located on the site of today’s Gas Mart, North Main Street, Sandy Creek. The first public meetings of the newly formed town were held there, and it was a well-known stopping place for travelers of that era. It was built by Nathan Salisbury, who ran it until 1846 when he died and his son Frank it took over. 

Benjamin Frank Salisbury was the landlord and owner until 1882 when he rented it to Enos & Saxe who were the present landowners when it burned in November 1884.


The fire was vividly recorded in the November 20, 1884 issue of the Sandy Creek News. The headline… “Another Scorcher! An Old Landmark Gone; The Fiery Flames Again Visit Us”…said it all.


The news story recounts… “That terrible scourge, fire, has again visited our village and left its sad traces of destruction. At about one o’clock yesterday morning the alarm was sounded and the first sight that met the gaze of the aroused people told plainer than words that apart of Sandy Creek would soon lie in ashes. The fire was first discovered in the barn of the Salisbury House and before but comparatively few persons had arrived it had enveloped the whole building and was fast working its way both towards the hotel and H. A. Hall’s Harness Shop. As there was nothing at hand to stay the progress of the flames, all went to work with a will to save the contents of the buildings.”


“The origin of the fire is an unfathomable mystery. The chores were finished at the barn a little after eight o’clock and it was locked, and it seems impossible that a fire from a pipe or cigar, as some suggest, could have smoldered so long. About the only reasonable conclusion seems to be that it was of incendiary origin, though any object or motive on the part of anyone is past finding out.”


“A low estimate on the hotel and barns is $6,000 with $3,000insurance and there was no insurance on the furniture belonging to the hotel, although quite a share of it was saved. Enos and Saxe had $1,500 in their furniture and stock, which with what they saved will make them good. But the $600 worth of stuff in the barn was a total loss and was not insured. Professor J. E. Massee who occupied rooms in the hotel was fortunate enough to remove all his furniture and books. He had $700 insurance, which will make good on all his loans.”


While researching this article I found how Salisbury Street and Franklin Street were named. It seems that Theron Salisbury owned the land at the eastern end of the street and Frank Salisbury owned the land at the western end, and in addition, the mother of Frank Salisbury owned a home in-between that was considered one of the oldest in the town. The street being so largely owned by Salisbury’s became known by that name. Frank Salisbury also owned the land bordering on the street leading from the Wesleyan Church to the fairgrounds, so it was named Franklin Street after his middle name.


Several times during my research over the past years I come across reference to an old brick schoolhouse that was across from the Weslean Church on the northeast corner of the Ezra Williams lot. Anyone with information is encouraged to contact me. 


Thank you to Judy Cummings who called to report that in the article of the telephone operators I left out that her uncle Tracy Killams’ photograph studio was also located where Red’s Video is now. 


“Heritage Day” is planned for August 28th and like last year we are looking for canned vegetables, jellies and fresh produce for judging. There will be games for children, craft demonstrations, Civil War re-enactors, Old Time Fiddlers, square dancing and much more! 

I am still looking for pictures and memorabilia for the Sandy Pond Memories II book and the WWI book. Information and/or photographs can be left at the Town Hall with Town Clerk Tammy Miller Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler or myself. 

Lacona Village will celebrate 125 years in 2005. I am planning a book and have asked Helen Potter to help with the editing. If you want to work on this project you are encouraged to contact me at the town hall. 
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June 29, 2004

PHOTO: The Salisbury Mill was on the south side of Sandy Creek on the west side of Rte. 11 looking from the Gas Mart.


Moreau Salisbury owned and ran the gristmill that stood by the bridge in Sandy Creek on North Main Street. He was a very industrious man and Mrs. Madge Birdslow is quoted as saying, “I never could understand why he didn’t freeze in winter for he never wore an overcoat.”


Upon his return from the Civil War, Moreau Salisbury, became associated with his father, Mason Salisbury, in the operation of the mill and after his death in 1877 Moreau continued to operate the mill. 


January 14, 1935 the Sandy Creek newspaper noted, “One of the landmarks in this community was completely obliterated last week as the result of the heavy rains and ice jam which washed out the old timber dam across Sandy Creek on the George O’Brien property.”  

In 1900, Moreau Salisbury built that timber dam. A. C. Skinkel, a well-known resident and former contractor, supervised the construction of the dam. Frank Hadley and W. D. Wheeler also worked on the project.


The structure (visible in the photograph) was about 65 feet long, was built of large hemlock logs and required nearly three months to build. At that time there was an old frame bridge across the Sandy Creek just east of the dam and the bridge spanned a large pond of water which completely filled the valley, east of the bridge for about 40 rods. The deepest part of the pond was some 60 feet west of the bridge at the edge of the dam which, was supposed to hold a depth of 14 feet. The spillway was reported to have been 16 feet high. This created ample waterpower for the operation of the gristmill and the old water wheel was in use until a gasoline engine was installed by owners Osborne & Dorland years later. 


The Sandy Creek History Center was invited to enlarge and frame photographs for the decor of the Sandy Creek Diner. The photos were chosen for their historic interest and appeal. Thanks to Jim Shutts for his expertise and work on this project. Stop by and enjoy the view over a cup of coffee.

June 14th Shawn Doyle and I were invited to speak in Jefferson County at the Genealogy Society in the Flower Memorial Library. There continues to be alot of interest in Oswego County history, especially northern Oswego County. I discussed genealogy and touched on Oswego County Genealogy Society, but the majority of my talk surrounded the Sandy Creek History Center, my column, the job of a historian, the “Imaging and Scanning” project, the fire-safe room and the progress made since I became historian for Sandy Creek. Shawn discussed Half-Shire Historical Society and the Oswego County Fair, especially Heritage Hall and his goals as historian for the Town of Richland. The attendance and interest was gratifying and we answered many questions. 

“Heritage Day” is planned for August 28th and like last year we are looking for canned vegetables, jellies and fresh produce for judging. We are looking for crafters and farmers with fresh produce to sell. There will be games for children, craft demonstrations, Civil War re-enactors, Old Time Fiddlers, square dancing and much more! 

I am still looking for pictures and memorabilia for the Sandy Pond Memories II book and the WWI book. Information and/or photographs can be left at the Town Hall with Town Clerk Tammy Miller, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler or myself or bring the information to the Sandy Creek booth at the County Fair.

Lacona Village will celebrate 125 years in 2005. I am planning a book and have asked Helen Potter to help with the editing. If you want to work on this project you are encouraged to contact me at the town hall. 
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Historians’ Corner

July 6, 2004

PHOTO: Oren R. Earl, known as the father of the Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell and Boylston  Agricultural Society.


At this writing I am at the 147th Oswego County Fair. The entire history display has been moved to a different building and many “new” displays have been created for fair-goers. Three towns, Mexico, Palermo and Sandy Creek, have military themes while West Monroe has created an old fashioned church scene and Amboy a country store. Several new historians are exhibiting at the fair this year and John Atkinson has added his artistic touch to Heritage Hall by creating a fun photo-op for all.  Local historians work hard to make your fair visit an interesting one, so stop by!


Oren R. Earl was one of the most prominent men of the town of Sandy Creek. 

He was born on November 2, 1813 in Ellisburg and came to Sandy Creek in 1844. His town offices and business ventures were numerous. In the years 1857-58 he operated the tannery. He was vice-president of the Syracuse Northern Railroad; town supervisor in 1845-46, 1850-55, 1863-64, 1869-71.

Mr. Earl was known as the father of the Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell and Boylston Agricultural Society and was its first president. In 1847 was elected to the State Legislature, was president and later acted as treasurer of the Sandy Creek Oil and Gas Company, Limited.  Mr. Earl was a trustee of the Union Cemetery Association (organized in 1847), president of the Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company, Limited, which began business in 1884. When the Village of Sandy Creek was incorporated in 1878, Mr. Earl was one of the trustees and served as president of the village in the years 1884, 1886 and 1887.

In 1870 he opened the first bank in Sandy Creek and it was conducted successfully for over 25 years.  In 1889 Earl was instrumental in the project of sinking the first gas well in town. Through all of this he conducted a general farming and dairy business.

Monday, June 28 the Sandy Creek Diner opened for business behind the “Gas Mart.” The Sandy Creek History Center enlarged, framed and matted many photos depicting the history of the town for the decor of the restaurant. Owners, Sharon and Harry Pratt were the perfect hosts to large group of residents and town/village officials for the ribbon cutting ceremony and brunch. Mr. Pratt made a large donation to the History Center and we truly appreciate his generosity. The donation will support the current “Imaging and Scanning” project that is so important to the preservation of the many photographs in the history archives. 

Thank you to those who have returned their World War II questionnaires. 

“Heritage Day” is planned for August 28th and like last year we are looking for canned vegetables, jellies and fresh produce for judging. We need crafters and farmers with fresh produce to sell. There will be games for children, craft demonstrations, Civil War re-enactors, Old Time Fiddlers, square dancing, great food by the Sandy Creek Grange and much more! This event is sponsored by Arts and Culture of Oswego County and we are grateful for their continued support of this event and our community.

I am still looking for pictures and memorabilia for the Sandy Pond Memories II book and the WWII book. Information and/or photographs can be left at the Town Hall with Town Clerk Tammy Miller, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler or myself or bring the information to the Sandy Creek booth at the County Fair.

Lacona Village will celebrate 125 years in 2005. I am planning a book and have asked Helen Potter to help with the editing. If you want to work on this project you are encouraged to contact me at the town hall. I spoke to Nancy Ridgeway and Pauline Tanner and they will help with the book and plan to invite the Coiterie Club women to work with us. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Lacona Village Historian

July 13, 2004

PHOTO: This photo was found and shared by the Osceola Historian, Mary Munz. 1907 at the Oswego County Fair.

The Oswego County Fair, for those of you who do not attend, is a wonderful tradition that has lasted for 147 years. We in Heritage Hall are the lucky ones because we share the history of many towns and villages from three counties and get to meet the most interesting people. George Blount, Bob Gibbs, Herb Miller, the Turo family, and many others came by to share information and talk to visitors. Betty Atkinson, Phyllis LeBeau, Rita Rombach and Jim Shutts helped staff the Sandy Creek booth. This year only Oswego City, Oswego Town and Scriba were not represented but we were delighted with the other town and village participation. Phyllis took many, many pictures of the happenings at the fair and they can be seen at a town hall display and at the “Heritage Day” in August.

Jack and Bonnie Parker came by the Sandy Creek booth and every time I talk to them I learn something new. How many of my readers knew about “The Grey Squirrel?” The next day Connie Ellis-Cowan came by and shared family information. (Connie’s parents owned the restaurant/house) Pauline Tanner once lived in the house and I want to talk to her before I put it in the next column.

Pat and Richard Fregoe came to the fair and demonstrated basket weaving from beginning to the end. The Black Ash , is cut from the swamp, debarked and pounded the length of the log with the flat of an axe. This breaks the spring growth allowing the yearly rings to come off in long strips, which in turn are cut with shears and shaved with a knife before being dyed and woven into baskets. Handles and rims are hand carved from oak or hickory trees. Dyes are made from roots, berries, bark and nuts. All the designs are of the baskets of rural and Eastern America, and are signed, dated and numbered. No two baskets are alike.

Marie and David Parsons came for a brief visit to the fair on Friday. We had a pleasant visit. Marie has written an episodic drama about the life of former slave and resident, Henry Roberts. Henry was a color bearer of the A. J. Barney Post, No. 217, Grand Army of the Republic in Sandy Creek. F. Dudley Corse wrote of him in 1909 at the time of his death, “Few of us have warmer friends…or will be more thoroughly missed…”

The Original Company Jubilee Singers photo that came out of a house in Lacona was a pleasant surprise to all of us but especially to James Hinman (a visitor to the County Fair) of the Bristol Hill Church in Volney. I knew Jim from the five year Underground Railroad project I worked on. Bristol Hill Church, Volney and Schroeppel (Gilbert Mills) was once a hub of anti-slavery activity in Oswego County. 

Hinman had a book entitled “My Life and Labors” an autobiography by Clinton J. Taft. Taft writes, “Making the church serve in part as an educational institution was in accord with my views. Each winter we put on a lecture course and made it a success….Our biggest number in the course was a concert by the Orpheus Jubilee Singers, formerly known as the Fisk Jubilee Singers from the south. I tried to get them entertained at one of the downtown hotels and found to my surprise that no hotel of seven that I sounded out would take them. So we took them into our homes as guests and found them to be delightful, cultured people. I raised quite a row over the race prejudice exhibited. The Jubilee came back a little later for a return concert and drew an audience that filled every seat in our church and made standing room at a premium. The experience was an eye-opener to me as to what a barrier color is in the world.” The Jubilee Singers, I am told, were in Sandy Creek in the 1870s. I am looking for my readers to supply more information. Call me if you can help.

John Munson created the caricature of a 1890s family for children and adults to put their faces through for photographs. It stood outside the door at Heritage Hall and whenever we heard laughter we knew people were using it. John is creating another one (a civil war and confederate soldier) for Heritage Day.  Thank you, John. 

The first annual Heritage Day is planned for Saturday, August 28 at the Oswego County Fairgrounds from 9am to 7pm. We need: crafters, farmers to sell their produce/flowers, canned veggies and jellies for judging. We have planned games and  butter/ ice-cream making, a puppet show and other events for the children, history displays, caricature-cut-out figures for pictures with the family, food by the Sandy Creek Grange, music and square-dancing by the Old Time Fiddlers, Civil War re-enactors and much more. Plan to spend a few hours with us. 

Charlene Cole

Town and Village of Sandy Creek Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

Written for July 20, 2004

PHOTO: Doctor  Crocker. This photo was donated to the History Center from Sharon Lagendyk of Rochester, New York. Sharon brought this to the county fair specifically for the History Center.

The following information was gleaned from a research paper written by Nanette Hamer and Pauline Tanner and Landmarks of Oswego County/Family Sketches.

In the history of the town there have been several father and son combinations in the medical field. The first one was Dr. James A. Thompson and his son, Dr. Allen L. Thompson. The Crockett family qualifies as the second instance with Dr. Samuel  J. Crockett, who belonged to the period from 1872 to 1906, and his son, Dr. Robert Lewis Crockett of the early 1900s. 

Dr. Samuel Crockett, son of Hugh and Margaret (Boyd) was born in Baltimore, Maryland on January 19, 1837 and was a graduate of the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia in 1866. He was a veteran of the Civil War. His biography in the Oswego County History says his medical education was interrupted when he enlisted as a cavalryman. He was in 34 battles and had six horses shot under him, but he himself was never wounded. However, he was taken prisoner and spent several months in a Rebel prison and his health never fully recovered after that ordeal. He first located in Oswego, remaining until 1872, when he removed to Sandy Creek. He died in Sandy Creek on March 23, 1906 at the age of 69 and is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

At the time of Dr. Samuel’s death, the Sandy Creek News commented that few men were better known throughout this section than Dr. Crockett and he was described as noble-minded, patriotic and conscientious in the discharge of his duty. 

Samuel and Frances C. (Doolittle) Crockett had three sons of whom Dr. Robert Lewis Crockett was the only one who lived to grow up. He was the second of the name, brothers Robert and Hugh died in infancy. 

Dr. Robert L. Crockett was born in Sandy Creek on February 23, 1876. He was a graduate of Sandy Creek High School in 1894 and of Syracuse University in 1897. He practiced medicine in Sandy Creek until about 1911, when he moved to Oneida, but even after moving away, he continued a schedule which brought him to Sandy Creek at regular intervals. He was an ear, nose and throat specialist. 

Dr. Robert L. Crockett was a major in the Army Medical Corps in the First World War. He died in 1946.

This column was written for July 20th and has been edited to update my readers to several interesting news items: 

First, Dr. Rex “Bud” Newton stopped by the History Center with wonderful photographs he allowed us to scan for the History Center archives. The Newton family ancestors first appeared in Sandy Creek in the 1845 census.

 Second, we received notification that we were awarded the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant. This grant will allow us to install humidity controls in the fire-safe room. The grant was close to $7,000 and we were lucky to receive this money to complete the fire-safe room project. 

Third, a meeting of the Heritage Committee was held on Friday, July 13th and thanks to Barb Smith, Millie Reid, Rose Graham, Tammy Miller, Phyllis LeBeau, Betty Atkinson, Celestine Kerr, Richard Gibbs, Margaret Kastler, and Shirley Rice we accomplished great things. Heritage Day is scheduled for Saturday, August 28 at the Oswego County Fairgrounds from 9am to 7pm. We still need: crafters, farmers to sell their produce/flowers, canned veggies and jellies for judging. We have planned games and  butter/ ice-cream making, a puppet show and other events for the children, history displays, caricature-cut-out figures for pictures with the family (by John Munson), food by the Sandy Creek Grange, music and square-dancing by the Old Time Fiddlers, Civil War re-enactors and much more. This event is sponsored by Arts and Culture of Oswego County and is free to the public. Contact any committee person if you can help or have ideas to share. 


Fourth, Thanks to Margaret Kastler and Richard Gibbs for planting flowers at all the local cemeteries. Thanks also to Keith Willis who is beginning a cemetery inventory and monument cleaning project in all the Sandy Creek cemeteries. He will begin at Noyes Cemetery and then move onto Stevens Cemetery. He is looking for volunteers to help with this immense project. Please, if you can give a few hours for this important project, call Margaret or myself at the Town Hall.

Did you get your Lacona Depot Lottery calendar from a Coterie Club member?  It’s for a good cause and the odds of winning are great. They are available through my office or by contacting Nancy Soule at 4478 County Route 22, Lacona, NY 13083. The cost is $20.

Your continued support of the History Center and our work to preserve your history is greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Lacona Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive  P. O. Box 52

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext. 7

August 3, 2004

PHOTO: The Home of John R. Knollin


I recently received a query about the Knollin family in Sandy Creek. The “Imaging and Scanning” project will benefit this family through a photograph like this one of the family farm and many others of family members. 


The farm was built over a period of years in the mid 1800’s on what was then known as Sand Road in the northern part of Sandy Creek. John Richards Knollin was born in the Parish of Ilsington, Devonshire, England, emigrating with his parents and family to Madison County, NY in 1827, where his father Richard Knollin followed his trade as a miller. The elder Mr. Knollin came to Sandy Creek in 1832, his son followed the next year and lived on what today is Castor Road. John Knollin purchased his farm by 1840, where his first wife, Betsey Gurley died on February 29. In September of the same year he married Elizabeth Near and they had seven children. Their eldest child and only son was J. Spencer Knollin.

Heritage Day is August 28th and will be held on the Oswego County Fairgrounds from 9am to 6pm.

Many family oriented events are planned. The Old Time Fiddlers and square dancers will perform from 3-5pm and square dancing lessons will be offered. The Civil War re-enactors will be on the fairgrounds all day, many crafters will be on hand, a farmers market, games for the children, basket weaving, hands-on demonstrations, including chair caning, candle and soap making, needlework, etc. The Sandy Creek Grange will serve hamburgers, hotdogs and meatball sandwiches and the Eastern Star will have strawberry shortcake.

Another Heritage Day meeting was held on Friday, July 23rd  Rose Graham, Tammy Miller, Phyllis LeBeau, Betty Atkinson,  Margaret Kastler, Shirley Rice, Sally and John Munson were present and shared many good ideas. The next meeting is planned for Friday, August 6 at 9:30am at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. All are welcome. 

The volunteers and I took a day off from working at the History Center to tour the area and have lunch. It was a pleasant day and great respite from our work. I got to see Salmon River Falls for the first time and we made a tour of the “sites” from Sandy Creek, Boylston, Orwell, Albion, Richland and back home again. It was a great day and gave us all a chance to talk and enjoy each others company.

One of the postcards from Rex Newton shows “Still Pond.”  I am looking for information on the site. Call if you can help.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Lacona Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive  P. O. Box 52

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext. 7

August 10, 2004

PHOTO: These children wanted their picture taken as they put their faces into the family caricature created by John Munson at the 147th Oswego County Fair. 

John Munson has created two Civil War soldier caricatures for children to use at Heritage Day. One will be a Union soldier and the other will be a Confederate soldier. This is in honor of the Civil War re-enactors who will be present all day at this event. We encourage everyone to bring a camera to snap pictures or we will take pictures for you at a reasonable cost. 

Heritage Day is August 28th and will be held on the Oswego County Fairgrounds from 9am to 6pm.

Many family oriented events are planned. The Old Time Fiddlers and square dancers will perform from 3-5pm and square dancing lessons will be offered. The Civil War re-enactors will be on the fairgrounds all day, many crafters and vendors will be on hand, a farmers market, games for the children, basket weaving, hands-on demonstrations, including chair caning, candle and soap making, needlework, etc. The Sandy Creek Grange will serve hamburgers, hotdogs and meatball sandwiches and the Eastern Star will have strawberry shortcake. Vendors will also offer cotton candy, candied apples, popcorn, etc.

I was invited and attended the Ripley House Museum Open House for the Historical Association of South Jefferson. On April 10, 2003, Marian Ripley Chalmers/Steele, donated her 29 East Church Street residence to the Historical Association as the nucleus of the future exhibit center and offices. Conversion work started immediately in this structure to present a theme of the 1880s period. Most all the rooms were papered and many needed painting. A portion of the cellar displayed antique hand tools and other small mechanical equipment. Everything was very well done. 

The History Center is capable of showcasing historical artifacts of all kinds. If you have a donation, stop by or call 387-5456. Thank you for your continued support of the History Center.

George Blount came by with several pictures to share of the Cottrell Hotel that was a stage-coach stop and hotel in the early days of Greenboro when it was owned by Henry Wright for twenty years before he moved to Lacona in 1865. George donated the “World’s Congress of Religions” that belonged to Gilbert N. Harding and a receipt book belonging to Henry Wright. 

Henry Wright was born in Townsend, Mass., September 4, 1817. When a boy he went to live with a leading manufacturer of wooden ware in that state who sent out his teams over the country selling ware, and Mr. Wright went out as a distributor of such ware. The house established a store in St. Louis of which he had charge until the home house got into financial trouble when he returned home, and he then went through the country selling wooden ware from a wagon. He drifted into New York State and wintered at or near Rome, NY and loaned his savings to a Baptist society who were building a church in Rome.  They failed to pay him and being too proud to go back home in such circumstances he commenced driving stage for Mark Kenyon, who was then running a line of mail and passenger stages from Rome to Watertown.  He married Maria Hanchett on April 1, 1843, at Pulaski, NY. Soon after he went to the middle of the woods on the state road in Greenboro, NY and started a hotel to accommodate the stage line, where he spent twenty years. He then came to Lacona, NY, March 1, 1865 and kept the hotel until 1874 when he sold out and began farming there. Always ambitious, he usually found something to do. He was a life-long republican. He always knew his friends and his enemies knew him. He was enterprising and ready to do his part in aiding and advancing the interests of his neighborhood. He died on March 9, 1897 after suffering a stroke that left him speechless and helpless on the right side.

Helen Williams Cornell from Manlius came by the County Fair with two postcards to donate to the History Center collections. The Tad Harding Custom Mills and his residence, both in Lacona, are pictured.

Dave and Shirley Stevens from Florida, called for an appointment to research genealogy and learn more about the Stevens family in Sandy Creek history. The Stevens family came to Sandy Creek as early as 1817 and the Stevens School District and Cemetery was named after this family. 

Have you driven by the cemeteries in Sandy Creek lately? Noyes and Stevens  are adorned with beautiful flowers thanks to Margaret Kastler and Richard Gibbs. Thanks also to Keith Willis who is cleaning up many of these cemetery stones and beginning a cemetery inventory that involves evaluating what is necessary to repair broken stones. He is looking for volunteers to help with this immense project. Please, if you have relatives in Sandy Creek cemeteries and can help for a few hours or donate to the repair of these stones, call Margaret or myself at the Town Hall.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Charlene Cole
Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

August 17, 2004

PHOTO: This is the photo I mentioned showing Still Pond and recently donated to the History center by Rex Newton. We need help with its location. 

Heritage Day events will be held on the Oswego County Fairgrounds at Sandy Creek on Saturday, August 28th. Many crafters and vendors will be on hand, hands on crafts for children, including making jacobs ladders, embroidery hoop projects, making butter and ice cream, a watermelon eating contest and watermelon spitting contest to name but a few. The Old Tyme Fiddlers and square dancers will be in the entertainment building from 3-5pm and lessons will be given. The Civil War re-enactors represent John E. Smith’s Battery who served at Devil’s Den in Gettysburg. Bring your cameras for pictures with the re-enactors and let the kids put their heads through the caricatures depicting a civil war and confederate soldier created by John Munson.

Many local history books and the new 16 month Sandy Pond calendar will be available at  “Heritage Day” and these three new books will be signed by the authors at this event, “The Huddle” by Donald O. Moore, “A Civil War Soldiers Letters and Diary” written by Joyce Cook and we are keeping our fingers crossed that George Widrig’s “Mayhem, Mystery and More”  will be ready by then.

Recent donations to the History Center include the program and newspaper article on the Sandy Creek High School Commencement dated June 28, 1933 and WW II information fom Nellie Whitting.  Gail Pennock brought in a photo given to her by Martha Williamson O’Neil of Thrifty Gas and Oil Company, which also shows the Edward Seweryneuk’s barn. The photographer was Chester Williamson. Arlene Moore, Lorraine historian, donated a large photo dated 1903/04 of the Teachers’ Institute at Sandy Creek. She left in my care a Shoesmith family photo (Rev. and Mrs. Shoesmith, Lena, Bertha and Rose) by Mandeville and dated 1897. I have asked local historians and the family name is not familiar. Call me if you know where this family was from. 

Karen Oakes came by and is working on her doctoral dissertation on upright and wing farmhouses in Oswego County. Her focus is on Sandy Creek, Orwell, Williamstown, Hannibal and Granby.

Luke and Lucius Salisbury stopped by for their yearly visit and enjoyed lunch at the Sandy Creek Diner, site of Salisbury Hotel that was once owned by their ancestors.

Betty Atkinson and I attended the Half-Shire Meeting and lunch on August 14 before going to Sandy Pond at the invitation of Sally Sessler to meet with residents to discuss the Sandy Pond Memories book and get stories and photographs for the second Pond book. The 2004-2005, 16-month calendar, made its debut and was a hit! We were made to feel very welcome and enjoyed out visit to South Pond immensely. Thank you to one and all.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

August 24, 2004

PHOTO:  The Baldwin and Cook Cottages at Blind Creek Cove


This photo is one of the many Sandy Pond photos featured in the new 16-month calendar that is now on sale at the Town Hall for $10. 

The Baldwin and Cook Cottages at Blind Creek Cove-These early vacation homes, belonging to two Sandy Creek physicians, were typical of the early years of this century. They were simple to the point of being primitive, with a minimum of furniture and amenities. An iron cook stove fueled with wood, served for both meal preparation and heat for a chilly evening. A kitchen table, comfortable rockers, plus light beds or bunks and hammocks for sleeping were all that was necessary for a summer at the cottage or camp. A second home did not to have to rival the family’s regular dwelling in order to be adequate for vacation needs. It is hard to see from the photo but the Baldwin Cottage bears the name “Do-Drop-In.”  Dr. Newton Cook’s Cottage, at right, served as the gathering place for an annual duck hunt each autumn, which was an important social event for “gentlemen about town” in the years before World War I. This photo was found in the history archives, was donated by Miss Sue Baldwin, niece of Dr. Baldwin and dates from about 1906. 

Dr. Newton Cook was born in Schoharie County, NY, July 1, 1851, son of Nicholas and Jane (Newton) Cook. Dr. Cook was educated in Schoharie County and began reading medicine in 1871 with Dr. Shibley in Montgomery County. Moving to Sandy Creek in 1876, he finished his studies with Dr. Bulkley. He graduated from the University Medical College of New York City in 1879 and began practicing medicine in Sandy Creek. He married Flora M., daughter of Benjamin and Julia K. (Grennell) Robbins on February 25, 1881.

Dr. Baldwin was born in Sandy Creek, May 21, 1838, the youngest son of Zebulon and Betsey (Clark) Baldwin. In 1867 he was united in marriage at Watertown to Miss Lorette Wilder, who was born in Sandy Creek in 1842, being one of three daughters born to Dexter and Ann (Salisbury) Wilder. Her father was County Clerk in Jefferson County for several terms. After having traveled abroad and practicing in the Village of Mannsville for several years, Dr. Baldwin moved his office to Sandy Creek in the old California Block at the corner of South Main and Harwood Drive. They had no children and Dr. Baldwin died on November 8, 1910 at the age of 72. Lorette died on July 13, 1923. 

Doretta (Bassinger) Jones and her family came by with photographs to share for the Sandy Pond Memories II book. Hollis Bassinger, her father, owned the Corners Restaurant, which Doretta and her husband, Griff ran for many years.


Janette T. Pfeiff has donated the genealogy of the Francis C. Plummer family who owned the Lacona House. She also donated a chair from the Lacona House that is in need of reupholstering in a fabric appropriate for the period.


Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Charlene Cole 

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

August 31, 2004

PHOTO: John Munson is pictured with his creation for the Heritage Day events. 

The Civil War re-enactors camped on the fairgrounds for Heritage Day and represented John E. Smith’s Battery that served at Devil’s Den in Gettysburg. It gave the kids (and some adults) a chance to be a soldier by putting their heads through the holes for pictures. Munson built and painted a civil war and confederate soldier with appropriate flags to be enjoyed by all.

Heritage Day is over and can be classified a huge success. We had twice the people we had last year! Every successful event or program has a hard working committee striving to create an interesting and fun filled day for all. These committed people were Margaret Kastler, Phyllis LeBeau, Jim Shutts, Betty Atkinson, Rose Graham, Shirley Rice, Irene Fuller, Shawn Doyle, Pat and Richard Fregoe, Carol and Gary Sweeney, Sybil and George Cummins (including all the Grange workers), Tammy Miller, John and Sally Munson, Rae Allen and Mary McIntosh, Felicity Hallanan and Evelyn Rule. Many, many people came that day to help out: Judy Tompkins, Margaret Currier, Florence Gardner, Roberta Cleveland, Glenna and Dick Gorski, Sally Bettinger, Marie and Dave Parsons, Mexico Historical Society, Rita Rombach, Eastern Star ladies, the Salzman family and the list goes on and on. Thank you to town officials for their show of support by attending. (Jerry Thomas, Josie and Steve Nemier and Peggy Manchester) I hope I have left no one out! Please know how much I appreciated all you did to make this day a success. 

Betty Atkinson went to local businesses to ask for gift certificates and received a warm welcome from all. Many thanks to Cleo’s, Sandy Creek Diner, Uncle Nino’s, J & R Diner, Sandy Creek Big M Market, Karen’s Kountry Flowers, Two Brother’s Pizza, Pulaski P & C Food Markets and Sandy Creek Subway. Thank you, thank you, your support is greatly appreciated!

The History Center will get back to the business of preservation and “Imaging and Scanning” of photos during September. 

October 10-16 is Archives week and the theme is “History is Alive in Sandy Creek.” An “open house/exhibit” is being planned. 

Christmas Trees will be decorated by local youth groups at the Town Hall during the week of November 7-13 and the public judging will take place through November 26th. The pizza party and award day is planned for December 1st and groups will take their decorated tree to the home of an elderly person or a family that will have no Christmas tree.  This year the  theme is a “Patriotic Tree.” Interested groups may call 387-5456 ext. 7 to register by October 16. (Pre-schoolers can contact Mindy at the library.)
This is the time of the year when people buy a calendar for next year. We at the History Center have created a 2004-2005, 16-month calendar, and it can be purchased for $10 at the Town Hall. Your support of the work we do is always appreciated. 
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

September 14, 2004

PHOTO: Cottrell Hotel, Greenboro 
This photograph, a recent accession to the History Center archives, was donated by George Blount, the g-g-grandson of Henry Wright who owned and operated the Cottrell Hotel which was a stage-coach stop and hotel in the early days of Greenboro, then known as the Nine-Mile Woods. This is the best photo of the Cottrell Hotel to date. In 1865, Wright and his wife and daughter moved to Lacona (Sandy Creek) and kept the Central Hotel. The hotel in Greenboro was sold to David Dewey, who married the Wright’s daughter, Nettie. 

Stephen McMillan brought in an interesting poster. It reads, “Sandy Creek Central School Senior Class Annual May Queen’s Ball, Friday Eve, May 2, 9 to 1am, choose your favorite to be crowned, Door Prizes, Refreshments, ADM. Couple $1.50, Extra Lady 90 cents, tax included! Music by Michael Lovell.” There is no year on the poster so again, I am asking for information from my readers. 

Jean Chamberlain Hastings donated pictures and Knollin family genealogy to the History Center. Jean read the column that mentioned the Knollin family and may well be connected to Steve  Willcox, also researching the Knollin connection.  

Richard and Jane Locke stopped by the Heritage Day events and gave the History Center a can with the “Peoples Oil and Fuel Company, Lacona, NY” advertisement on the front. (36” high and 32” wide)  Was this a division of Sandy Creek Oil and Gas (mentioned in the 1925 Souvenir History of Sandy Creek) that was also located in Lacona or maybe Lacona Gas and Supply? Call me! 

The History Center is capable of showcasing historical artifacts of all kinds. If you have a donation, stop by or call 387-5456. Thank you for your continued support of the History Center.

This is the time of the year when people buy a calendar for next year. We at the History Center have created a 2004-2005, 16-month calendar, and it can be purchased for $10 at the Town Hall. Your support of the work we do is always appreciated. 

October 10-16 is Archives week and the theme is “History is Alive in Sandy Creek.” An “open house/exhibit” is being planned. 

Christmas Trees will be decorated by local youth groups at the Town Hall during the week of November 7-13 and the public judging will take place through November 26th. The pizza party and award day is planned for December 1st and groups will take their decorated tree to the home of an elderly person or a family that will have no Christmas tree.  This year the  theme is a “Patriotic Tree.” Interested groups may call 387-5456 ext. 7 to register by October 16. (Pre-schoolers can contact Mindy at the library.)

This is grant writing season! It seems that we get notification of a grant award and in a couple of months grant workshops abound and the process of researching and writing grants begins anew. The History Center will write three grants this year. 

I am still looking for pictures and memorabilia for the Sandy Pond Memories II book and the WWII book. Information and/or photographs can be left at the Town Hall with Town Clerk Tammy Miller, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler or myself.

Lacona Village will celebrate 125 years in 2005. I am planning a book and have asked Helen Potter to help with the editing. If you want to work on this project you are encouraged to contact me at the town hall. I spoke to Nancy Ridgeway and Pauline Tanner and they will help with the book and plan to invite the Coiterie Club women to work with us. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

September 21, 2004

PHOTO:  Steven’s School District No. 5, Orwell Road, Town of Sandy Creek. This schoolhouse played an important part in the history of the town and was one of the largest and most influential neighborhoods in the town. 

This school was built a “few years before 1858” by William Howlett with the help of Harvey Clark and Seneca Getty. This photo shows the schoolhouse about 1925-1930 with a full woodpile in the yard. 

The earliest dated records of the school district, quoted from the 1925 Centennial Souvenir History, were from 1843 and included a rate bill showing sixteen taxpayers and a total of $9.55 raised in taxes. 

The taxpayers were A. B. Stevens (father of Albert R. Stevens), H. Stevens (father of Henry Stevens), Truman Salisbury (on hill this side of school), Carlton Durfee, J. W. Porter (farm next to the schoolhouse), Calvin Parish (father of Elvin Parish), Elijah Ames, Lorenzo Salisbury (father of G. N. and Fayette M. Salisbury), Miles Blodgett (tanner and farmer), John Porter, W. G. Rich, Seth Porter, Ephriam Goff (Miles Blodgett’s step-father), Benjamin Covey and Reuben Salisbury (father of Lorenzo Salisbury and grandfather of M. J. Salisbury). The highest tax was paid by A. B. Stevens, $1.36 and Ephraim Goff paid the least, $.16

In the fall of 1875 the Stevens schoolhouse was the scene of occasional religious services held by Rev. William Watson, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal (United Methodist) Church of Sandy Creek. “...These services grew into a gracious revival that not only shook the Stevens neighborhood, religiously, but eventually swept the community and greatly strengthened the Methodist Church...and shortly made possible the building of the present church under J. B. Hammond in 1878-1879.”

Phyllis LeBeau is recreating the school poster and we are in need of an early picture of the East Primary School. These district schools were taken off the 1861/1862 town maps, May, Ormsby (Hamer), Agricultural Hall, Noyes (Seeley), Stevens, Sage, Scripture, Leach, Sandy Creek (West Primary), Lacona (East Primary), Goodenough, Coon, Clarke (White), Ballou (Learned), Youngs and Woodruff.  Please contact my office if you can help. (387-5456 ext. 7) 

Connie Ellis Cowan brought in an article about the Grey Squirrel and a place mat from the establishment.  We were thrilled to receive both. I had lunch with Pauline Tanner and she has promised more photographs of the house she lived in before it became the Grey Squirrel. 

Bill and Winnie Hoag came by to pick up questionnaires for the World War II book and to look at the progress of the History Center since the fire-safe room was built.


This is the time of the year when people buy a calendar for next year. We at the History Center have created a 2004-2005, 16-month calendar, and it can be purchased for $10 at the Town Hall. Your support of the work we do is always appreciated. 

I am still looking for pictures and memorabilia for the Sandy Pond Memories II book and the WWII book. Information and/or photographs can be left at the Town Hall with Town Clerk Tammy Miller, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler or myself.

Lacona Village will celebrate 125 years in 2005. I am planning a book and have asked Helen Potter to help with the editing. If you want to work on this project you are encouraged to contact me at the town hall. I spoke to Nancy Ridgeway and Pauline Tanner and they will help with the book and plan to invite the Coiterie Club women to work with us. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona

September 28, 2004

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historian’s Corner

PHOTO: This Sandy Creek Cornet Band photo was donated to the History Center by Pauline Tanner. Pictured are Calvin Wimple, Frank Howe, Charles Salisbury (tuba), Robert Thompson (uncle of Alice Bacon, baritone), Arthur Baldwin (tenor trombone), George Knollin (second tenor trombone), Charles Howe, F. E. (Everett) Hall (tenor trombone player), Eugene F. Nye (local undertaker), Fred N. Sargent (cornet), Hiram A. Hall (father of Everett and grandfather of Pauline Tanner), C. W. Colony (alto) and their leader, H. H. Cole.

The Sandy Creek Cornet Band, under the leadership of Harrison H. Cole, provided music for entertainment, concerts and early Memorial Day parades. It grew out of an earlier military band, which had included several Civil War veterans.  In 1863, Mr. Cole had enlisted as a musician in the 147th NY Volunteer Infantry, and served as the leader of the Third Brigade Band, Third Division, Sixth Corps. Several members of that Army band were killed at Gettysburg and Mr. Cole narrowly escaped capture by the Confederates. 

The Cornet Band was active for several years around 1880 and the thirteen members in this photograph posed early in the bands’ career. The background building may be the old three-story Clark Hotel which stood on the Laundromat/Post Office/Sandy Creek Super Market site until 1882 when it burned. The sign reads “Dominion Telegraph Co.” 

Thank you...Jeanne and Bob McKown for the history of their home on South Main Street; Boylston Historian Rita Rombach for the copy of a diary of a local family; Susan Kane for loaning postcards to be imaged and scanned for the Sandy Pond Memories II book; Keith Willis for his continued work on the abandoned cemeteries in the Town of Sandy Creek; the VFW Ladies Auxiliary and the Sandy Creek Grange for their generous donation to the History Center.

Bill Farrell who wrote “Classical Place Names in New York State” is writing another book about the towns and villages of New York State and has contacted my office for the early history of our town, noted/famous residents, noted/famous events, incorporation dates of the town and villages, post office history, population, etc. 

The 16-month, fully illustrated, Sandy Pond Calendar can be picked up at the History Center or the Clerk’s office at the Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The cost is $10/$12 by mail. Every month includes a bit of history, for instance, did you know...Scenic Highway (Rte. 3) was built in 1933? The winter of 1918, the Don Colony cottage was moved across the ice from Blind Creek Cove to Ontario Bay shore? February 27, 1947, the Wigwam burned to the ground? The photos are clear and sharp thanks to the current “Imaging and Scanning” project.

Work on the World War I and Sandy Pond Memories II books continue and are expected to be ready for Thanksgiving. We are looking for history, photos and/or genealogies for both books. Maybe your ancestor was in World War I or owned a camp on the Pond. If so, call me immediately. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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PHOTO: Charles M. Salisbury, Board Chairman of First National Bank, Lacona, was shot and killed in a bank holdup on May 7, 1936.

This item appeared in the May 21, 1936 issue of the Post Standard with a Sandy Creek dateline….Upon a counter in the store of Albert F. Kessler lies a package of wallpaper marked “Charles M. Salisbury.” It has lain there uncalled for, since it arrived under special order on Friday, May 8, the day after two misguided youths had shot to death the chairman of the board of directors in Lacona National Bank. 

Two hours before those shots, the victim had ordered the paper. “I’ll pay you sometime,” he remarked to Mr. Kessler. “Oh that’s al right, Mr. Salisbury,” the store proprietor replied. The banker looked keenly at the merchant, with that mingling of friendliness and serious interest that was a trait with him. “You know ‘sometime’ is a long time,” he warned. “Maybe I will never pay you.” Two hours after he was dead on the bank floor.

Sandy Creek News re-did its front page, Thursday afternoon, May 7, 1936, to produce the first headlines of Mr. Salisbury’s death... “Charles M. Salisbury, 78, former President of the First National Bank of Lacona and present chairman of the board, was shot down and almost instantly killed about 12:30 this noon in an attempted robbery of the local bank by two youthful bandits, who made their escape without attempting to collect any money, after firing two shots which killed Mr. Salisbury. The only inmates of the bank at the time of the holdup were W. M. Sprague, cashier, Mr. Salisbury and Raymond V. Widrig, a clerk at the bank.”  

Mr. Salisbury was a man who was universally beloved, and it is believed that he hadn’t an enemy in the whole world. He took a great deal of pride in the local bank and knew personally every one of its patrons. He delighted to stand at the door and open it for those he greeted as they entered, and there were few days when he was not at his post. Mr. Salisbury was born in the town of Ellisburg on the farm of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Theron Salisbury, who lived on the Sandy Creek-Ellisburg Road. January 30, 1890 he married Miss Dessah Cross, their marriage being performed at the bride’s home in Richland by Rev. W. J. Hancock. He was a member of the Baptist Church in which he took an active part. 

A young man at “Heritage Day” asked about this bank robbery gone wrong and I promised a column on the story. This and many other interesting stories about Lacona will be featured in the upcoming Lacona History book due out in 2005 in celebration of the 125th year of incorporation of the village.

This past weekend Margaret Kastler, Shawn Doyle, Barbara Dix and I attended a Northern New York Library Network workshop with Fred Rollins, curator for the Jefferson County Historical Society as facilitator and speaker. On the way home we took a side-trip to Chaumont Barrens, Jefferson County’s hidden ecological treasure. What an interesting place! This place is described as “a unique alvar landscape unlike any other in the northeastern United States.” Swedish scientists coined the term “alvar” to describe similar barrens in their country. Characterized by a mosaic of austere, windswept vegetation, North American alvar sites lie scattered along an arc from northwestern Jefferson County, through Ontario, to northern Michigan. About 10,000 years ago melting glaciers washed the nearly level landscape, dissolving bedrock cracks into deep fissures and washing away most of the soil, some of it into the fissures. The result, a strikingly linear pattern of vegetation visible on aerial photographs, first attracted our state ecologist to the area. 

Alvar communities are supported by a rare combination of extreme conditions: shallow soil, flooding and drought, which provide habitat for a unique mixture of plants, including many rare in New York. The vegetation mosaic includes exposed outcrops, deep fissures and rubbly moss gardens as well as patches of woods, shrub savannas and open grasslands. Maps are available for the 1.7 mile walk and it was an interesting way to spend a warm, sunny afternoon. 

Monday, September 27, I was invited to speak to the Outlook Club by Sally Bettinger. I was delighted to do so and gave a talk on the early history of Sandy Creek, the workings of the History Center and my job as historian. 

Archives Week is October 10-16th. The History Center will host an Open House. A tour of the facility is planned for Tuesday and Friday morning.  Stop by and have a cup of coffee!

Charlene Cole, Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian
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PHOTO: Lee and Rex Hadley served their country in World War I 

Lee A. Hadley, First Lieutenant, M. C., a native of Sandy Creek and a graduate of Sandy Creek High School served throughout World War I as a medical officer and was in charge of a front line first aid post in several important battles. One of his many acts of cool heroism was rewarded with the Distinguished Service Cross, one of the highest honors given by the United States. 

Private Rex Hadley enlisted on July 20, 1917, Co. B 71st New York Infantry. He arrived in France May 30, 1918 with Co. B 105th U. S. Infantry, 27th Division. He participated in the action at East Poperinghe, Belgium, and was fatally wounded at Dickebusch Lake, Belgium and died August 27, 1918, in the hospital at Mt. Remmel, Belgium. His body was returned to this country and buried in Woodlawn Cemetery at Sandy Creek on January 10, 1921, with military honors. He gave his life for the Stars and Stripes and in defense of humanity.

Both of these men and other local men’s stories of heroism and duty to their country will be told in the World War I history book that is to debut on November 11, 2004. 

Several visitors to the History Center came with items to share and donate this past week. 

Jean Blount Culver came in to share photos and a family scrapbook. 

Command Sergeant Major David K. Cowan, former Lacona resident, served in Vietnam and wrote the sports section for the Stars and Stripes (a newspaper that was free to military personnel and served in the military from 1970-1993.

Josephine Hedger, a retied teacher and native of Lacona, recently died leaving her estate in the hands of two nieces and a nephew. Her nieces and nephew visited the History Center and were pleased with what they saw and left confident we would and could properly house their family history and memorabilia. The Hamer, Cross and Pruyn families all connect to this family. The collection includes many old photographs, diaries and letters. Two large framed portraits, Wellington Howard Pruyn and his wife Mary, and an oval portrait of Samuel Cross, Civil War soldier, have been hung in the Town Hall.

Archives Week is October 10-16th. The History Center will host an Open House. A tour of the facility is planned for Tuesday and Friday morning.  Stop by and have a cup of coffee!

The 16-month, fully illustrated, Sandy Pond Calendar can be picked up at the History Center or the Clerk’s office at the Town Hall, 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek. The cost is $10/$12 by mail.

