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December 2008/Year End Report

Every December I give a year-end report to the Town and Villages and include my goals for the following year. The 2008 year-end report from the Historians office and the Sandy Creek/Lacona History Center follows: 

Preservation of the history of the town and villages as well as continuing the education of our children is our priority, and we continue work on accessions, the imaging/scanning project, 2008-2009 books, etc. 

Volunteer Hours: Total of 3,858 in 2008.Total since my appointment in August 2001 is 59,415.

Ainsworth Library and the Sandy Creek History Center updated joint files to better serve our patrons and the community. The process took several months.

Revolutionary War Soldiers, Stephen Lindsey and Jonathan Thrasher were remembered and gravestones were dedicated on Saturday, May 31, 2008 at Pioneer/Goodenough District Cemetery on Henderson Road.  (off NYS Rt. 3).  The Continental Arms Collectors Association’s Revolutionary War Interpretive Unit, headed by George Clark, came and reflected a company from the 1st NY Regiment, Continental Army circa 1782. They use 1779 Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States and they offer a first hand glimpse of our Nation's colorful military history.

Wednesday, May 28 at 7pm: Heritage Foundation of Oswego County recognized the commitment and cooperation by the Villages of Lacona and Sandy Creek in the acquisition and adaptive reuse of the historic Lacona Railroad Depot for village offices. Mayor Manchester, Councilwoman Nancy Ridgeway, Historian Cole, Village Clerk Jill Mattison and Margaret Miller were in attendance. 

Sandy Creek/Lacona/Boylston shared a booth at the Oswego County Fair. The Village of Sandy Creek and the upcoming farm book were highlighted. 


As an appointed member of NYS Archives Regional Advisory Committee Meeting (LGRAC) I attended a meeting on August 14th, Liverpool, NY. 

Books created this year included Stevens Cemetery (Rt. 22) and Sandy Creek Village 130 Years of History. A book documenting agriculture and farming in Sandy Creek is currently being researched for release in 2010 and the last in the military series covering the Vietnam years to current Iraq and Afghanistan soldiers. 

Power Point Presentation project grant for 2009-2010 grant cycle. 

Continuation of work with 4th and 7th graders: In June I spoke to all the 4th graders about the job of a municipal historian and the work of the History Center as it pertains to securing and preserving Sandy Creek/Lacona history. Two seventh graders participated in a student research project sponsored by the NYS Education Department.

New displays at the Town Hall include Sandy Creek Wood Mfg. Co, Holstein Freisian World, Blount Lumber Company and Outlook Club. A large military display honoring our veterans from the Revolutionary War through current times.

The 5th Annual Sandy Creek Youth Tree Decorating event consists of community minded youth groups who decorate and deliver Christmas Trees to elderly shut-ins or needy families during the holiday season. 

“Pauline Tanner Day” a day to celebrate her life and service to the community on Sunday, December 7th

The Friends of the Ainsworth Memorial Library: A group of local residents, teachers and town and village officials organized about 23 years ago. November 1, 2008 the Friends of the Ainsworth Memorial Library met and a motion was made to dissolve the organization. This group sponsored programs to educate the children of the community from Pre-K through high school. I am pleased to say that a generous donation was given to the Sandy Creek History Center to help support our mission of history education. With this money two books were bought for the fourth grade students: “The Great Rope” and “The Big Cheese,” both were written by Rosemary Nesbitt and both books are an important part of Sandy Creek history. Also, a new computer has been purchased to continue the mission of the History Center. Preservation of the history of the town and villages as well as continuing the education of our children is our priority. 

An imaging/scanning project for the New York State Conference of Mayors and Municipal Officials (NYCOM)

Web page http://sandycreekny.tripod.com is updated on a regular basis

Weekly column in the Salmon River News

Town and Village Boards: Special thanks to Town Supervisor Lonnie Crast, Mayor Peg Manchester, Mayor Grant Rohrmoser and Town Council members Denise Lyga, Michael Clark, Nancy Ridgeway and Cheryl Yerdon; Village Trustees Lyndon Glazier, Michael Guarasce, Allen Bradberry and Steven Washburn; Town Clerk Tammy Miller, Celeste Kerr; Village Clerk Jill Mattison and Pat McCullough and Legislator Margaret Kastler for their continued support.

Goals for 2009: A book documenting agriculture and farming in Sandy Creek/Lacona/Boylston; the last in the military series covering the Vietnam years to current Iraq and Afghanistan soldiers; Power Point Presentation project grant for 2009-2010; continuing work with 4th and 7th graders; cemetery project; column and web page; continuing the work of the History Center.

The Historians Office and History Center will be closed December 26 for Christmas and January 2 for New Years. Stop in or call for an appointment after the holidays. Call 387-5456 x 7 or 

E-mail at  historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Happy Holidays from all of us at the History Center

Charlene, Phyllis, Jim, Sally, Irene, Betty, Joyce, Rita

