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This column was sent to the Salmon River News office before the November 4th election. The outcome of this election gives us hope for a brighter future. Every outgoing President like President George Bush is characterized as a “Lame Duck.” The phrase was first used in the late 18th century to mock financial dead beats at the London Stock Exchange. American writers adopted the phrase by the 1860s, when soon to be ex-presidents had to wait until March for the newly elected president to take office. The 20th Amendment moved that date to January in 1933. 
Veterans Day is November 11 and while no military book is planned for this year we invite our readers to stop by the Town Hall to take a look at the military display featuring artifacts from the Civil War era, the 1943-1946 Honor Roll replica (which stood in front of the Ainsworth Library and listed our servicemen in World War 11) created by Jim and Phyllis Allen, military books featuring veterans in Sandy Creek during World War 1, World War 11, Sandy Creek Veterans who served from 1945 to 1960 and the 1960 to current veterans’ book. 
Note: The 1943-1946 Honor Roll replica will be removed for a week because of a Veterans Day presentation I will give in Fulton on November 10th.   It will be on display again after that. 

A new display of old plates from Sandy Creek Wood Mfg. Co, Holstein Freisian World plates and convention bell and a Liberty Plate 1776-1976 as well as a Blount Lumber Company display should also be of interest to history buffs. 
The Outlook Club members and past members celebrated 70 years with a luncheon at Brandy’s. The group has created a colorful poster board showcasing their history which is also on display. 
The Sandy Creek/Boylston Farm book: The 1917-1918 Oswego County Farm Directory reference book published by Orange Judd Company has given us a starting point to work back and forward from in our research of the farms located in the towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston. 
A search of the 1867  Stone’s Atlas Oswego County Map for the Towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston is helpful with documenting the farms. Other such maps are Hunter’s 1854 Map of Oswego County and Blankman’s 1889 Map of Oswego County, all three maps show old roads, names people living on these roads, list schools, mills, cemeteries, etc.  

We are asking our readers who have purchased homes in the area to check their deeds for clues that show past owners, approximate size of the original property, etc. I have planned several trips this spring to the deed office in Oswego to document as many farm properties as possible.  
The 5th Annual Sandy Creek Youth Tree Decorating: These community minded youth groups work hard decorating trees for local families to enjoy during the upcoming holiday season. The Christmas trees will be decorated the week of November 10-14 and we ask that the community stop by the town hall November 17 through December 5 (during business hours 9am to 4pm) to vote for their “favorite tree.” A cookie and punch party is planned for all participants on December 9th. The trees will be distributed by the youth groups the following week to elderly shut-ins or needy families. Call Charlene (387-5456 x 7) or Rae (387-3666) if you know of a family or elderly person in need of Christmas cheer! I take this opportunity to thank Rae Allen for her help and support with this yearly event. Much of the success of this event can be attributed to her efforts. 
The history books created by the History Center are the perfect hostess gift for visiting relatives or friends over the holidays. Stop by and pick one up. (World War 1, World War 11, Veterans serving from 1945 to 1960, Sandy Pond Memories 1 and 2, History of  Lacona Village 125 years, Sandy Creek Village History 130 years, Abandoned Cemetery books, Early Sandy Creek History and the Oswego County Fair 150 years) All are reasonably priced.
Thanks to Pat Chittenden for donating photos and newspaper clippings of the Keenan cottage at the Elms, 1925 kept by Louise Keenan Parsons to the History Center. 
The Historians Office and History Center is open every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Stop in or call for an appointment. Call 387-5456 x 7 or E-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      
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