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PHOTO: Hop Pickers at the H. W. Pruyn Farm on the Orwell Road, Town of Sandy Creek
Hop farming was once an important part of farming along the Orwell and Ridge Roads, with local pickers doing the harvesting in late summer. Trained to climb tall hop poles, the vines would be cut down when the light green blossoms were at the proper stage. Dropping the poles and vine cutting were the men’s tasks while the women stripped the blossoms from the vines, packing them into seven-bushel boxes. A good picker could fill three or four boxes per day making 35 cents a box. The fragrant, fragile hops were then dried in special kilns or hop houses. After being dried and baled the hops were sold to Syracuse brewing companies. The pickers above were photographed in the partly harvested hop field on the Howard Pruyn farm on the Orwell Road. (MKP)
From left to right: Gladdie (Mead) Robbins, Net (Mead) Lounsbury, Mary “Jim” Doneburg, Lillie Doneburg, Maud (Sprague) Upton), Nellie Crandall, Mrs. Port Corse, Emma Stevens, Sarah (Crandall) Remington Howard Pruyn, Herb Carpenter, Irving Crandall, Seymour Crandall, Charlie Wart, Herb Carpenter, Clate Crandall, John Crandall, Newt Lounsbury, Blanche (Pruyn)Hedger, Mina Waggoner (Cross), Newt Stowell, Mabel Hamer (Pruyn), Lydia Chase, Mrs. Sam Brown, Sam Brown, Rose (Crandall) Whitford, Minnie (Carey) Sanderson Edith Doneburg, Mandy Wills. 
It is interesting to study the roads and families in Sandy Creek as shown on the county map of 1867. This information is helpful with documenting the upcoming farm book. Starting with the Rome, Watertown, Ogdensburg Railroad which cuts through the town from south to north, the first road parallel to it on the east is the Ridge Road, which is one of the oldest in the town. Beginning at the Richland town line, the residences of I. Noyes, S. Getty, H. Seeley, Y. W. Newton, R. Williams, Mrs. C. Porter, C. Brooks, E. Walch, C. Carpenter, Mrs. Wilds, F. D. Howlett, W. E. Howlett, Howlett Carpenter Shop, J. A. Howlett, N. Davis, E. Howe (brick yard back from the road), G. Alton, H. H. Snyder, J. H. Hubbs, J. Tuttle, then beyond the intersection of the Ridge, Orwell and Smartville Roads are places owned by J. N. Robbins, J. Hagen, T. Elmer, B. Monroe, I. Oyer, J. Widrig, L. Tifft, I. Oyer and I. Tifft. 
The next long road is the Orwell Road, beginning at the Richland line the map shows, a saw mill, residences of W. Hinman, Mrs. J. Porter, S. Pruyn, a cheese factory, homes of J. W. Porter and Mrs. Covey, School No. 5, A. Stevens, Mrs. Stevens, Stevens Cemetery, S. D. Williams, B. Davis, H. Porter, H. Davis, H. Dingman, A. Carpenter, J. Powers, E. L. Nye, School No. 10 and the home of M. Shoecraft.
Between the Ridge and Orwell Roads is a short road extending from the Richland line and on it in 1867 lived R. Ames, E. E. Ames, L. F. Porter. It intersects a road extending from the Ridge Road to the Orwell Road and on it lived Mrs. Rogers and L. Baker. 
We are always looking for volunteers to help with the preservation of Sandy Creek history. All that is needed is a love of history and a couple of hours a month. 

The Sandy Creek Village book “130 Years of History” which is available at the Sandy Creek Town Hall and the Village Offices has been warmly received. The many pictures brought back fond memories to all who see it. The book showcases the houses, businesses and churches of that village as well as photos and history of the many structures placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      Appointments may be made.
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