Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
January 18, 2008  week #3
Photo: ca. 1880 Sandy Creek’s Cornet Band, under the leadership of Harrison H. Cole, provided music for entertainments, concerts and early Memorial Day parades. 
One of the earliest musicians of outstanding ability was Harrison H. Cole. In 1863 Cole enlisted as a musician in the 147th New York Volunteer Infantry and served as the leader of the 3rd Brigade Band during the Civil War. Several members of that Army Band were killed at Gettysburg and Cole narrowly escaped capture by the Confederates. The Cornet Band and the thirteen members pictured here was found by Art Wart with the names of the men listed:  Calvin Wimple, Frank Howe (son of local lawyer, H. L. Howe); Charles Salisbury (tuba); Robert Thompson (uncle of Alice Bacon, baritone); Arthur Baldwin (tenor trombone player); George Knollin (second tenor trombone); Charles Howe, F. Everett Hall (tenor trombone player); Eugene F. Nye (local undertaker); Fred N. Sargent (coronet); Hiram A. Hall (father of Everett and  Pauline (Smith) Tanner’s grandfather); C.W. Colony (local merchant, alto) and their leader H. H. Cole.
Next was F. N. Sargent’s Military Band which attracted some out of town members and for several years was considered the best in Northern New York. They rehearsed and kept their instruments, uniforms and extensive music library on the second floor of the California Block in Sandy Creek. When this was destroyed in the fire of 1912, all equipment was lost and the band was forced to discontinue. At the annual meeting of the Lacona Band held January 13, 1921 the following officers were elected A.A. Cole, director; H.H. Chapman, president; Howard Kelsey, vice-president; William Muchmore, secretary and treasurer. Later this band directed by Foster Pratt, combined with the Mannsville band and became the United Concert Band. Fred I. Guy, Thurston Lewis of Watertown and Kent Washburn also served as directors. Many residents either played in this band or attended the summer concerts held one week at the village park in Sandy Creek and the next in front of the Lacona bank. In the mid 30’s a bandstand on wheels was built and utilized for concerts in both villages. Listeners seated in parked cars would register applause by blowing their highly individual automatic horns. After the 1941 concert season the United Concert Band became inactive and much of its music library was given to the local school band. 
In the 1950s pop music and social dancing changed radically. Big bands were “out” and guitars and folk songs “in.” The “Stepping Stones” appeared locally in 1959 and was active until 1965. This vocal trio included Bob Ellis, Pete Morris and Eric Lundgren. By 1963 they all played electric guitars, added a complete sound system and changed their names to “Rhythm Tones.” 

They were a popular feature at Hotel Comfort and added Chris Crocker, Larrie LaVeck and Tim Fitzpatrick. The “Serfs” organized in 1963 with Mike Parker (drums), Bill and Donnie Bird (guitars), Tim Morris (Sax); Bob Hazard (guitar), and later Bill Grant (base) and Herbie Clark. “Serf” dances were popular in area high schools, Teen Canteen at the BPE and VFW halls. They too played throughout the Sandy Pond area and later changed their name to “Coin Operated Laundry,” disbanding in 1967.
I will be working from home on the snowy winter days and will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days.” Please, call ahead for an appointment and I can meet you in my office any day the weather permits. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      

We at the History Center wish you a Happy, Healthy New Year!

Thanks for your continued support. 
Charlene, Phyllis, Sally, Betty, Irene, Joyce, Frances, Jim
