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Sandy Creek News: Martin’s Glen Recalled as One of Sandy Creek’s Early Beauty Spots. 
Martin’s Glen, a bit of ancient local history, is recalled for readers of the Sandy Creek News by George R. Earl in the following interesting account: “The Glen was one of nature’s beauty spots. The high sloping banks on the north side gave it the appearance of a natural ampitheatre. On the south side was the creek with its high shale bank; between was a fairly level flat area, beautifully wooded with maple and beech. The hill was a favorite place to coast in the winter.”
“At the west end of the Glen someone had built, years ago, a colonial type house. This was quite a large house with eves to the front and a large fireplace in each end. A wide hall extended through the building from the front door to the back door. Who built the house and when, I do not know. It was old when I first knew it in the 1880s.”

“At the top of the slope and near the entrance to the Glen was a large square house built, I think, by a Jacob Hadley. This man had a shingle mill at the east end of the Glen, with a dam across the creek to furnish him water power. When I first knew the Glen, the dam and shingle mill were still there, although the mill had long since been abandoned. The house was burned a number of years ago.”

“The colonial house was occupied by a Mr. Martin and his wife, hence the name Martin’s Glen. He was a small man and known locally as “Gunsmith Martin” because a tinker and handy at mending things. The woman, quite in contrast, was large and tall and quite stooped. She used to do housework about the village. As they went about the streets, she was always about three paces ahead and he following. I have often thought that there was a pair of characters for Dickens, but there was no Dickens to write the story. I first became acquainted with the Glen, the house and the Martins by going down there on errands for my mother.”
“And, that was Martin’s Glen. You would perhaps be happier if you didn’t know. It and the approaches to it are now the village dump. What an ignominious ending for one of nature’s beauty spots.”

L. Carl Sargent responds to the above NEWS story….”As a subscriber I write hoping to clarify facts in reference to the Glen, southwest end of Franklin Street, Sandy Creek. In the sheltered little local valley Glen (west, cul-de-sack) terminal of Franklin Street, the big house was the residence of Levi Weed, who raised a large family. He occupied a near front pew in the Methodist Church. Next westerly and lower was the small Rivers home; next was the Martin (later LaMare) home. They had orchards, gardens, barns, woodpiles, and shed. Soon the son Jesse LaMare, emigrated and Frank Rivers and the Weed boys; to natural gas and salt and steam, water and electric power fields and cities. The Weed house burned, the dam and other buildings rotted. Belleve Cornelius or other interrelated Hadley-Smith (families) lived north west from LaMare’s on plateau between Lake Road and Hadley Road. Fairgrounds extended later, farther west. In my day, Jacob Hadley farm was on main Hadley Road near Wards, Youngs, Admatha, Edwin, Truman and many other Hadley farms, residences. Hadley Road led west from Ellisburg Road north from the Pierrepont or Constable Purchase, great lot survey line both parallel to Franklin Street on which Oren Earl’s residence lot backed and Edmund L. Sargent resided. But Elias and Albert and later Jason Hadley had, I believe, cleared, settled among earliest cleared farms on Lake Road. 
This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      Appointments may be made.
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