Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner
July 25, 2008 

PHOTO: Martin Apartments (Scripture House)

The Martin Apartments is just one of the local houses highlighted in the new “Sandy Creek Village History 130 Years” book. This It is available at the town and village offices for $10.
This dwelling was constructed by carpenter and machine-shop operator William E. Howlett for Horace Scripture, a Sandy Creek native whose main business was in farming, real estate dealing and horse-trading.

This dwelling is one of a half-dozen “miniature Greek Temples” built locally by Howlett and his then partner Harvey A. Clark.

In January 1912, when the California Block fire swept through all the South Main Street business buildings on the present Village Park area, the blaze also destroyed the house next to this one on the west, and badly damaged the Scripture house, then the home of widow Scripture and her adopted daughter, Elizabeth.  

In the spring following the fire, Dr. and Mrs. E.G. Rogers purchased the shell of the Scripture dwelling and reconstructed the interior. The one story east wing was remodeled to house the Doctor’s dental offices.

In the mid-1950’s the Martin family acquired the house and it became a multi-family dwelling. 

Thanks to Don Marquart and Joyce Miles for donating photos showing the aftermath of the recent storm at the Elms and Sandy Pond. These photos will be added to the archives. An interesting note: The Sandy Creek History Department (now the Sandy Creek History Center) began with the first town historian Nanette Hamer and accessions dated 1925. We have grown a great deal since then and currently house 205 years of Sandy Creek history. (The earliest settlers came to Sandy Creek in 1803; William Skinner in the eastern part of what is now Lacona and Stephen Lindsey to the extreme northwest corner of the town. They came with their families and household goods loaded upon ox-sleds along the scarcely-opened State Road through Redfield and Boylston. The first death recorded at Pioneer Cemetery was in 1803.)
The fire-safe room was acquired through a grant written in 2003 and with environmental controls, also acquired with a grant in 2005, houses all our historical artifacts and records, including town and village records, in one secure place.
August 1st I begin my 7th year as historian for this town and villages and invite everyone to come and visit the Sandy Creek History Center. 

Researching the farms in the Sandy Creek/Boylston area: If you or your family had a farm in Sandy Creek or Boylston please contact my office. I am looking for information, photographs of the farms and families and help with the research. Don and Nancy Ridgeway, Phyllis LeBeau and Rita Rombach are actively researching now but there were so many farms in this area that we need more help.
Sally Turo and Joyce Miles continue their work on the newspaper (morgue) files; Irene Fuller has just completed scanning the Sanford Wheeler house records and is currently working on computerizing the accession files and Betty Atkinson is organizing photographs in archival sleeves. 
This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      Appointments may be made.
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