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Photo: Silas Lyman, a resident of Lacona, a Captain during the War of 1812 and, later, a Colonel in the Militia, helped to carry the great rope to Sackets Harbor.
We remember those who served from Sandy Creek during the War of 1812: 

During the War of 1812 there was not a man in town physically able and of sufficient age that did not perform military duty. The hauling of the cable from Big Sandy Creek to Sackets Harbor, a distance of twenty miles, was carried by 200 men, was 22 inches in circumference and weighed five tons.  The ox teams available had been chartered to convey the supplies and guns to the Harbor, but no provision made, nor any prospects in sight to transport the cable, which was essential to equip the Superior for naval service. The cable was heavy, rough and cumbersome and caused sores on their shoulders. The men made pads of grass to put on their shoulders, 200 worked in rotation, 100 carrying while 100 walked along to rest. Many dropped out exhausted. 
Daniel Bealls, a rope carrier, made his home with Henry Wright, host of the Central House in Lacona. He often recounted the cable feat. 
In 1880, the story of carrying the cable was told by one of the last surviving participants, 86 year old Silas Lyman, a resident of Lacona: “I have been requested by many to give some account of the cable that was taken up and carried on men’s shoulders from the mouth of Sandy Creek to Sackets Harbor, a distance of about 20 miles. The cable weighed nearly five tons and eighty-four men took it up and carried it from McKee’s Landing to Ellis Village, where we got recruits and went to Bellville, and thence to a place called Four Corners, finding ourselves pretty well drilled out. The people at the Corners most liberally furnished us with supper and barn lodging and breakfast, all freely given and thankfully received.  Then the rope was taken up and on through Smithville and to the Harbor. Some of our men tired out, but others volunteered in their places…as we advanced, men kept falling in, and the people along the route cheered us lustily. And as we advanced toward the end of our rope job, there was loud cheering the whole length of the cable, which was about thirty-six rods long.” 
At Sackets an Army Band came out to meet the cable carriers and barrels of whiskey were tapped. 
Militia Veterans from the Town of Sandy Creek, War of 1812: Charles Alton, Andrew Baker, Jabez Baldwin, Daniel Bealls, Fred Canough, Asa Carpenter, Erastus Chappell, Peter Coon, B. Covey, Wm. Cunningham, John and Smith Dunlap, Harmonius Ehle, Sam Goodrich, Jr., Nicholas Gurley, Samuel Hadley, Isaac Harvey, Philip Helmer, Eben, Elias and Newell Howe, Oliver Hunter, Phineas Lilley, Silas Lyman, Isaac Mosier, Moses Morey, James Murphy, Pliny Nash, Nathan Noyes, Seth Porter, Remington, Reuben Salisbury, Jonathan Snyder, Joseph Tucker, John Tuttle James Upton, Benjamin and Isaac Weser and Christopher Wodell. 

This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      Appointments may be made.
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