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Photo: Empire Baseball Club-1884
Pictured (back row-left to right) Harvey S. Bartlett, left field; Charles A. Thomas, center field; Phil Dyer, pitcher; Clarence L. Baldwin, right field; Udelle Bartlett, short stop. (front row-left to right) Cassius M. Groat, pitcher; John Kelly, third base; Benjamin Jones, first base; Wellington H. Wart, catcher; Fred Sargent, second base.
The game of baseball became official in Cooperstown in 1839 and was popular in Sandy Creek when the “X-L” team was organized in 1866. In 1874 another good team emerged called the “Troublers” and for two years they were practically unbeatable. One of the greatest teams ever organized in this region, called the “Empires” (pictured above) recorded a most impressive record over a two year span when they took on all comers and won 57 games while losing only four. 
Arthur K. Ellis wrote this about “early sports” in the Sesquicentennial History (1825-1975): “…written records are limited and we must rely chiefly on stories handed down through several generations to depict the early sport scene before the turn of the century. Wrestling was one of the most popular individual sports of early settlers along with hunting, fishing, wood chopping and pitching horseshoes. Aside from baseball, team sports were relatively unknown here, but there were teams of ‘scythe-mowers’ who made a sport of cutting hay. These teams attracted partisan crowds who cheered and made side bets while their favorites raced against time to cut down an acre of hay.”
“Those days the wrestling champs came from logging camps of the Boylston area and one Joe Laits apparently beat all challengers in the 1860s at wrestling and wrist-twisting. It was said he could pick up and carry a 500 pound ash log with ease. Lacona natives recall that Bill Reid, Sr. reigned as wrestling champ for many years. He was the grandfather of Fay, Bill, and Jim Reid. Then came the era of Art Delong (Bob’s dad) and about that time Frank Nemier and Bert Miles were regarded as the Lacona strongmen. Both Frank and Bert, who operated a blacksmith shop and garage, entertained the young men around the shop by raising a 120 lb. anvil over their heads with one hand, and then picking it up off the floor with one finger!”
“There are records of experts in fishing and hunting, and John Bush of Boylston was probably the most renowned in the late 1800’s. He was also the champion ‘shin-kicker,’ one of the roughest sports ever devised (described most humorously in Harold Samson’s “Tug Hill Country”). Some of the best known bear hunters of that time were Tom Hamer, Sr. (great-grandfather of Norm Widrig, Sr.), Jim Welch (father of Fay Welch) and “Nett” Clifford. Jim was famous as an Adirondack guide, as recalled by Gus Hoag, and Nett Clifford always got his bear even if it meant camping out all night to stay on the trail. He was credited with shooting over 200 bear when they were plentiful in Boylston.”

Saturday, May 31, 2008 we will remember and dedicate the burial place of two Revolutionary Soldiers, Stephen Lindsey and Jonathan Thrasher at Pioneer/Goodenough District Cemetery on Henderson Road (off NYS Rt. 3).  

The ceremony begins at 11am and will be under 1 hour. Please join us.
May 31st is the actual Memorial Day and we hope you can join us at this important memorial dedication. The Continental Arms Collectors Association’s Revolutionary War Interpretive Unit, headed by George Clark, reflects a company from the 1st NY Regiment, Continental Army circa 1782. They use 1779 Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States and they offer a first hand glimpse of our Nation's colorful military history. The high standard for the group’s accurate performance of military drills and ceremonies, in use by the Continental Army during the latter part of the War of Independence, is a result of the intense training the unit is committed to. 
 

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      Appointments may be made.
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