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Photo: 1886 graduates of Sandy Creek High School

The graduating class of 1886 consisted of Edith Wheeler, William Crockett and Ellen Smith Peck. Edith and Ellen chose to have their dresses made exactly alike, even their mitts and fans matched. The three posed for their graduation portrait at the Mannsville studio of R. W. Huested. William Crockett was at first a Presbyterian Minister and later became a Professor of Latin at the Pennsylvania State College. Edith Wheeler worked as a proof reader at the Corse Press for many years, after serving in various jobs in several area printing and newspaper plants. Ellen Smith taught in rural schools in this area for several years then married Charles C. Peck, moving to Adams in 1908, where she lived the rest of her life. (MKP)

In 1871, the voters of school districts No. 9 (Sandy Creek) and No. 10 (Lacona) agreed to erect a union high school. Controversy over the location was solved when Oren R. Earl donated land on the north side of the Little Sandy, midway between the two villages. The two story brick building with towers and a full basement was paid for by a total tax levy of $8,000.00. The building contract was awarded to Leman Baldwin, with S. H. Barlow, secretary of the Board of Trustees, retiring from his own mill-working business, to serve as a superintendent of construction. Built from brick from the Truman Hadley farm, the building was 75 x 43 feet, contained an audience room and three recitation room on each floor, and was heated by a furnace. The east tower was surmounted by a bell. At the annual meeting in 1872, and additional $2,000.00 was voted “…for seats, furniture and other fixtures.” The school opened for the winter term in December 1872 with B. E. Whipple as the principal. His salary for the 1872-73 school year was $650. His staff consisted of four teachers. All the teachers’ wages were for 1873-74 came to $1,600.00.

Sandy Creek High School opened for classes in December 1872 and had its first graduating class in 1878.

A new pictorial display of all the 16 district schools are hung in the meeting room of the town hall. District 1. May; 2. Ormsby (Hamer); 3. Agricultural Hall; 4. Noyes (Seeley); 5. Stevens; 6. Sage; 7. Scripture; 8. Leach; 9. West Primary (Sandy Creek); 10. East Primary (Lacona); 11. Goodenough; 12. Coon; 13. Clark (White); 14. Ballou (Learned); 15. Youngs; and 16. Woodruff. Stop by.

Stop by the town hall and look at the antique valentine cards on display which are by the Blount material located in the in the locked case outside of the assessors room. 
The Ainsworth Library and the Sandy Creek History Center are updating joint files to better serve our patrons. Your patience and understanding during this process is appreciated. 
I will be working from home on the snowy winter days and will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm on the “good days.” Please, call ahead for an appointment and I can meet you in my office any day the weather permits. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      

Thanks for your continued support. 

Charlene

