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Photo: Newton, Rounds, Chamberlain House (ca. 1908)

Many people have contacted my office looking for more information on the buildings and houses nominated to the National Register of Historic Places.  Thanks to The Heritage Foundation of Oswego County I recently received a complete file containing all the information for the Town of Sandy Creek. 

The Newton, Rounds, Chamberlain house was nominated to the National Register of Historic places in the Town of Sandy Creek. Today the home is owned by Pat Chittenden. This house was built by William E. Howlett in 1851 for Pitt M. Newton in full Greek Revival style with a pedimented, two story porch. The capitals on the center columns of the porch are in the Ionic style, and there is a spiral staircase in the entry hall, which also has a parquet floor. 

Pitt M. Newton and William E. Howlett grew up in the farming neighborhood of “Pine Ridge” along the present South Ridge Road. Howlett was a native of Thompson, Connecticut and came to Sandy Creek in 1817 at the age of four with his family. Mr. Newton’s maternal grandfather, P. T. Titus settled near Deer Creek in 1810 and his parents, Jotham and Sarah (Titus) Newton, moved to the area in 1825.

While Howlett invested his talents in physical construction, Newton entered the local business world and according to local legend, was astute enough to invest in gold stocks during the California Gold Rush era. 

During a lifetime of building and woodworking, William E. Howlett, master-minded the construction of many of the houses along the South Ridge Road, the Olmstead and Potter homes in the village of Orwell, the Harding/Blount and Boss/Briggs homes in Lacona and at least six houses with two-story pillars, including his own home. 

In addition to the Calvin Chamberlain home, the home of Dr. and Mrs. Burch Reed was constructed in 1857 for Lacona native and merchant Julius S. Robbins (which shares the interior detail of a delicate spiral staircase with the Chamberlain house) the Martin Apartments, built before 1861 for businessman Horace Scripture and so on. 

Winter is here, and I have been out of the office due to snow, so please call first to be sure I am in the office before stopping by.  Office hours are Fridays from 9am to 4pm. For an appointment I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
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