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Photo: “Hauling Ice” 

Ice harvests were common over the centuries, as people experimented with saving the winter's ice in underground storage for the preservation of certain foods. The first ice-houses were built below ground with drainage to prevent melting. The first American patent for an icehouse design was granted in 1665 to Sir William Berkeley, later a governor of Virginia. At that time, icehouses were sometimes buried under sod, double-walled, and had ceiling recesses stuffed with straw. George Washington experimented with ice houses and Thomas Jefferson had an icehouse at Monticello that was 16 feet deep and could hold 62 wagonloads of ice. Families who were not wealthy enough to have an ice-house used their barns, cellars, and wells to store ice packed with straw. 

The Tug Hill “Try-It” X-C Ski Race, a 25/12K classic ski event, was rescheduled to January 27th and the Sandy Creek History Center sponsored a soup and bread luncheon for sixty skiers. Volunteers Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Phyllis LeBeau, Maragret Kastler, Celestine Kerr, Nancy Ridgeway and Rick Gibbs were instrumental in the success of this luncheon. A special thanks to Sandy Creek Diner, J & R Diner, Nancy Soule, Shirley Hall, Phyllis LeBeau, Jill Mattison, Pat McCullough, Celestine Kerr, Margaret Kastler, Sally Turo and Betty Atkinson for soup and bread donations. 

Recently, we received the military information and photo on William Shirley who served eighteen months in Korea for the upcoming military book to be published November 11, 2007. This book will honor soldiers from the Town of Sandy Creek who served their country from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. Currently, we are accepting information and photos for the men and women who served during that time frame. 

Winter is here, please call first to be sure I am in the office before stopping by.  Office hours are Fridays from 9am to 4pm. For an appointment I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Charlene

