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Photo: A. J. Newton Family
This cabinet card, photographer G. P. Huested, with studios in Sandy Creek and Adams, New York dates from the 1880s. 
Cabinet cards date from 1869, but the heaviest production was from 1880 to 1906. The photograph is 3.75 x 5.5 inches mounted on a board measuring 4.25 x 6.5 inches. The mounting board and decoration on the board can assist in dating these cards. In the 1870s, the stock was thin with square corners and white or cream. The border consists of a single colored line. There may be some limited advertisement on the reverse, but it is usually plain. Colored mounts of deep brown or maroon with gold printing can also be found in this period. 
The cabinet cards of the 1880s are thicker with rounded corners, like this card featuring the Newton family. The mounting stock is usually tinted: gray with double green borderlines; tan with single brown line; cream with brown printing; black with gold edging; gray front with a pale yellow reverse. There may also be colored printing on the front with a single line of some design. 
The cabinet cards of the 1880 to 1890s can also be dated by the clothing worn by the family. The woman’s draped skirt with a hint of a bustle and bodice with a high neck and button down front. Sleeves were shorter than before. Boys wore knee length pants. Four coat styles were common for men: sack coat, frock coat, four button cut-away and a dress coat.  
The 1880s saw Industry dominate the economy and political life of the country. Cities and wealth were growing and many families were buying the new Kodak camera to take their own pictures. 

In the 1890s, the cabinet stock became more colorful: rose, primrose, maroon, bottle-green, pale green, beige with gold beveled edges, or a gold serrated edge. On the reverse there would be elaborate advertising. 

After 1900, the mounts became plainer, usually gray with colored printing. The surface of the card may be pebbled or have an embossed edge design. The image may be surrounded by a scalloped framing. 
Books as hostess gifts: The Sandy Creek Veterans 1945 to 1960 “Freedom is not Free” book is available at the town hall for $20. It is a great hostess gift as are the other books which include the Abandoned Cemetery series, Lacona History-125 Years, Veterans of World War I and II and Sandy Pond Memories I and Sandy Pond Memories II.

In 2008 Stevens Cemetery, the last of the Abandoned Cemetery series, book will be completed and a book to celebrate the 130th Anniversary of Sandy Creek Village is planned. A grant will be written for 2008-2009 to continue the work of the History Center. 
I will be working from home and will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm depending on the weather. Please, call ahead for an appointment and I can meet you in my office any day the weather permits. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      

We at the History Center wish you a Happy, Healthy New Year!

Thanks for your continued support. 
Charlene, Phyllis, Sally, Betty, Irene, Joyce, Frances, Jim
