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PHOTO: “Shoveling off the tracks” photo from the Betty Archer collection

While the exact date of this photo is unknown it is clear that railroad men had a big job clearing snow off the tracks before the invention of modern snow fighting equipment. The Sandy Creek News (1936): John Daunt, veteran Lacona railroad man, speaking from the experience of more than fifty years of battling snow on the local section of the New York Central remembers many winters shoveling off the tracks at Lacona. “All the work had to be done by hand and many winters he and his gang were called out day and night to shovel. Ice caused almost as much difficulty as snow, for the rails were low on the roadbed and derailments were often caused. Rails were light then, being only 40 pounds to the yard as compared with 130 pounds now. Often a stalled freight or passenger train would tie the road up for a week at a time. More often than not, the blockade came at the “sour apple tree,” a point just north of Lacona where the drifts used to form right down to the tracks. People think the snow is deep now, why this is nothing, there hasn’t been a day when cars haven’t run, but I would like to have seen a car try to run then. I have seen the time when the level of snow was so deep you couldn’t see the fence posts. The roads had pitch holes so deep you could almost have hidden a load of hay in them!” 

The Sandy Creek News 1930: The winter storm of 1878-1879 struck this section about December 24 and, just as has been true that winter, was especially bad in the vicinity of Sandy Creek. An account contained in the newspaper telling of an award given by the passengers to Jacob Hermony conductor of the train snowbound at Sandy Creek, gives an impression on this storm. The story states: The passengers of train number one, Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg railroad, on December 24, bound north from Rome and snowbound for 6 ½ days in the romantic and classical snow clad village of Sandy Creek, desire before leaving the fair and festive Lacona to express their thanks to the hospitable and unselfish inhabitants thereof, particularly the jovial landlords of the Sandy Creek and Salisbury houses who refused to take undue advantage of their snowbound fellow creatures.”

In the January 26 column I featured a story on the Howlett family. I used information gleaned from “Sketches”, a series of articles found in the Sandy Creek News starting in 1927. (I included the family bible record in that article also) While these “Sketches” articles are an important part of the history archives many of the genealogies were sent in by family members and may have some inaccuracies. This is much the same problem many family researchers face today. The written word is only as accurate as those who wrote it. One example is the 1789-1877 History of Oswego County (and would include any county history published in that series of books). The families included in that book series paid to submit their stories and could put any spin on their lives they wanted. Although there are some inaccuracies we cannot dismiss the book totally or any genealogy for that matter. Just be aware, take note of what you read and then research and document what you find. Even the DAR and the Morman Church files are not 100% accurate as people have submitted their genealogies without careful documentation. (The correction to the column comes from the information included in the bible record and other research and should read: In the year 1817, Luther B. with his wife, Dolly (Carpenter)  Howlett, and two children, William E. and Julius Augustus, traveled overland with horses from the state of Connecticut, finally arriving in the Town of Sandy Creek.)

The History Center has lost a dear friend in the passing of Carl Ridgeway. Countless Friday mornings he would appear in my office to share a story, a photo or add information to a column that appeared in the past weeks newspaper. We will miss his friendly smile, encouraging words and visits to the History Center. We extend our deepest sympathy to his family. 

Winter is here, please call first to be sure I am in the office before stopping by.  Office hours are Fridays from 9am to 4pm. For an appointment I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Charlene

