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Photo: Santa visits Ila’s  Christmas Shop (c.1960)
On October 11, 1928, Miss Ila Smith, Mrs. Staplin and Mrs. Graham rented the property of F. W. Snyder and opened a gift shop. Mr. Snyder came to Sandy Creek from New York City after losing his wife and daughter in the flu epidemic of 1918 to work at the Corse Press. He also owned and operated a restaurant called “The Iceberg,” which stood on the site of the soon to be gift shop. Later Ila took over the business and when Mr. Snyder died she bought the property from his estate and remodeled, adding a soda fountain and facilities for light lunches. 

During the late 1940s Ila closed her shop to remodel, installing the most modern restaurant facilities in the area and enlarging the gift shop. 

With the opening of Rt. 81 and after closing the Tea Room, Ila opened the Christmas Shop and specialized in all types of flower arrangements. 

This was an interesting item found in the Sandy Creek News dated December 21, 1905- 

The following report of vital statistics for the town of Sandy Creek during 1905 has been made by D. A. Colony, town clerk: During the year there have been 23 marriages solemnized in the town, at which, Rev. Daniel Daly officiated at 9, Rev. T. T. Davies 4, Rev. A. Bramley 3, Rev. A. G. Newberry 5, Rev. B. F. Miller 1 and J. J. Hollis 1. 

There have been 43 births, at which Dr. L. F. Hollis officiated at 21, Dr. N. Cook 9, Dr. A. L. Crockett 7, Dr. F. Austen 1, Dr. S. Burton 2, Dr. C. E. Low 1, Dr. G. W. Betts 1, Dr. J. L. More 1. There were 35 deaths.

The Sandy Creek Veterans 1945 to 1960 “Freedom is not Free” book is available at the town hall for $20. It is a great Christmas gift for the hard-to-buy-for people on your list or a great hostess gift. The other books include the Abandoned Cemetery series, Lacona History-125 Years, Veterans of World War I and II and Sandy Pond Memories I and Sandy Pond Memories II.
I will be working from home during the holidays and depending on the weather will be in my office on Fridays from 9am until 4pm. Please, call ahead for an appointment; I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      

We at the HistoryCcenter wish you a Joyous Holiday Season!

Thanks for your continued support. 
Charlene, Phyllis, Sally, Betty, Irene, Joyce, Frances, Jim
