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Photo: California Block  Main Street, looking north
This photo is quite interesting and is probably the earliest view of the California Block in the history archives. Years ago I came across this article in Sketches dated May 18, 1938 and pretty much forgot about it until I began research for the Sandy Creek Village book.
“When California Hall was dedicated in 1854”  M. H. Thomas is named as proprietor of California Hall where dances were held. A ticket held by Mrs. Cora Thomas advertised the dedication ball, the reader being “respectfully invited to attend a Dedication Party at the California Hall in Washingtonville, on Friday, October 13, 1854 at 5 o’clock P. M.  Supper at the Hotel of M. H. Thomas. Tickets $2.00. Music by the Watertown Sax Horn Band. This is a new room and 60 couples or 15 cotillions can dance at a time.”
California Hall was located on the third floor of the California block, built in the summer of 1854 by Minot Pruyn at a cost of about $7,000 at the then low price of labor and building materials, and its extreme height and size for the times caused people to come from miles around to inspect it during construction and after it was finished, and so the dedication ball, even at $2.00 per couple, was doubtless well attended and it seem safe to believe Mr. Thomas’ statement that 60 couples or 15 cotillions could dance there at one time had a chance to be tested. 
The California Block received its name from the fact that the money with which it was built came from California by the builder who was what is known as one of the old Forty-Niners.

The block had many times been threatened by fire during its years, including small fires from defective chimneys at various times and the burning of nearby buildings such as the P. D. Clark Hotel, the Seeley corner, Bulkley block, Scripture barns and several minor fires. Never did the gong blow or the fire bells ring but what it was expected it must be the California Block, F. N. Sargeant recalled, and the end finally came on January 9, 1912. 
The 4th Annual Christmas Tree Program was a success and the children had fun and worked hard on their trees. All trees had a Christmas song theme and were delightful and enjoyed by all. The trees are to be delivered to needy families and elderly people who are shut-in for the holidays. Trees are delivered from December 10-14.Contact me if you know of someone who could benefit from a little Christmas cheer. 1st place went to Pulaski Troop # 286 for the 12 Days of Christmas; 2nd place to Pulaski Daisy Troop # 68 for Rudolph The Red Nose Reindeer; and third place to Troop 83 Frosty The Snowman. Honorable Mention: Troop 798 Rudolph The Red Nose Reindeer, Brownie Troop 713 Frosty The Snowman, Sandy Creek Community Church Hark The Herald Angels Sing, Cadet Troop 164 Let It Snow, Let It Snow  and Troop 110 Guitars. 
The Sandy Creek Veterans 1945 to 1960 “Freedom is not Free” book is available at the town hall for $20. It is a great Christmas gift for the hard-to-buy-for people on your list or a great hostess gift. The other books include the Abandoned Cemetery series, Lacona History-125 Years, Veterans of World War I and II and Sandy Pond Memories I and Sandy Pond Memories II.
I will be in my office on Friday from 9am to 4pm or call ahead and make an appointment at your convenience! I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      

We at the History center wish you a Joyous Holiday Season!

Thanks for your continued support. Charlene

