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Photo: Earl “Red” Lewis served his country from 1944 to 1946
Earl Lewis was in the World War II book that was published in 2005 by the History Center. He has been added to the current Veterans of Sandy Creek 1945 to 1960 (just published) in the Addendum section. Since that book was published we have found an interesting news article….“Engineer Helps Span the Rhine. The general estimated it would take 48 hours. The colonel said maybe it could be could be done in 36. The lieutenant colonel thought it might be done in 24. But a bunch of determined engineers and their junior officers including Pfc. Earl Lewis did it in 9 hours. They built the longest treadway pontoon bridge in the world, 1146 feet across the Rhine south of Wesel, breaking every existing bridge building record to do it. The known record for this type of bridge-building is 250 feet in 3 hours. By this standard it should have taken at least 13 hours.”
I wish to thank Phyllis McNitt, Half-Shire Historical Society and Norman Widrig for answering my request to borrow a copy of the 1917-1918 Oswego County Farm book. I was looking specifically for a copy of the map as we are researching the farms in Sandy Creek. Thank you.
In an effort to stay current with my job as your historian I attend many workshops and meetings throughout the year. When the Association of Public Historians of New York State (APHNYS) decided to “register” historians in New York as a means of acknowledging the work of local public historians who fulfilled their job as defined in the “Local Government Historian’s Job Description”, I filled out the paper work and sent it in. To date I am among an elite group and the only Oswego County Historian to have been registered. The four parts of the Public Historian’s job is defined as: 1. Research and Writing (I completed 8 of 8 requirements ) 2.Teaching and Public Presentations (I completed 7 of 8 requirements – I did not speak on radio or TV about our community) 3. Historic Preservation (I completed 7 of 7 requirements) and 4.Organization and Advocacy (I completed 7 of 7 requirements)

This will be the 4th year the children from this community will take part in a Christmas Tree service project to benefit  a needy family, elderly person, a shut-in or ill person. The trees are decorated from November 12 to 16th and we hope the community will come to the town hall to view the trees and vote on their “favorite tree” from November 19 to November 30.  Please, plan on coming to the town hall, look at the trees and vote. These children have fun and work hard on the trees and enjoy delivering them and seeing the joy they bring to others. Trees are delivered from December 10-14.Contact me if you know of someone who could benefit from a little Christmas cheer

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm or call ahead and make an appointment at your convience! I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      
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