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Photo: Cpl. Albert “Jake” Cole served his country from 1951 to 1954 and was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star with V for valor
“Freedom is Not Free” come and honor your local veterans! 
Veterans Day falls on Sunday November 11 this year and we will again hold a reception at the Cable Trail Post 8534 Veterans of Foreign Wars on Salisbury Street, Lacona for our veterans. The reception is from 1 to 3 pm and cake, coffee, punch will be served. The newest veterans’ book, “Veterans of Sandy Creek 1945-1960”  will be available at that time. Military items will be on display and other books produced by the History Center will be available for purchase. The public is invited to attend.   
Sandy Creek News: January 29, 1953: Cpl. Albert Cole, son of Mr. And Mrs. A. Elmo Cole, was seriously wounded last September while serving as wireman attached to a forward observer team of the First Marine Division in Korea and has been awarded the bronze star medal for services as set forth in a citation for heroic achievement and has been authorized to wear the Combat V. The citation reads in part, “Cpl. Albert Cole…serving as a wireman attached to a forward observer team displayed exceptional courage and professional skill in performances of his duties. He expressed complete disregard for his personal safety when one of his teammates who had joined the unit only a few hours earlier prior was pinned down in an exposed position by an intense barrage of enemy mortar fire. He unhesitatingly left the comparative safety of his bunker and advanced into the exposed area to aid his endangered comrade. He was seriously wounded while he dragged the Marine to a protected area but continued to cover the man with his own body in order to shield him from enemy fire. Cpl. Cole’s selfless devotion to his fellow man served as an inspiration to all who observed him and his heroic actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service. Cpl. Cole is authorized to wear the Combat V.”
This will be the 4th year the children from this community will take part in a Christmas Tree service project to benefit  a needy family, elderly person, a shut-in or ill person. The trees are decorated from November 12 to 16th and the community will come to the town hall to view the trees and vote from November 19 to November 30 on their “favorite tree.” Please plan on coming to the town hall to look at the trees and vote. These children have fun and work hard on the trees and enjoy delivering them and seeing the joy they bring to others. Trees are delivered from December 10-14.Contact me if you know of someone who could benefit from a little Christmas cheer

August marked my 6th year as historian for this town and villages. When I accepted this job I knew there was much work to be done to get the historic papers, photographs and artifacts organized, secured and preserved. Every week Sally, Betty, Frances, Phyllis, Irene, Jim and I work on projects that seemingly have no end. To date (6 years) we have accrued 32,366 hours! An amazing amount of hours and we have only just begun. Volunteers are the lifeblood of any small organization and we are proud of the work they do for this community. Assemblywoman Dierdre Scozzafava secured a $3,000 grant for us to purchase new and updated computer equipment.
I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm and by appointment on Saturdays. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      
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