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Photo: Lacona Post Office ca. 1935-1940

This photo, marked Lacona Post Office pictures left to right Elizabeth Miller, Thomas W. Hamer and unknown. Help is needed in identifying the woman. In “Landmarks of Oswego County” published in 1895 (under Historical  Sketches of Sandy Creek): “Among postmasters have been Edwin C. Hart, E. M. Howe, Azariah Wart, Emma C. Johnston and Gilson D. Wart, incumbent.” Another paragraph reads: “The Lacona Post Office was established in 1865 with Julius S. Robbins as postmaster, who served until 1874, when Parley H. Powers was appointed. His successors have been William T. Baker, Gibert N. Harding (appointed January 1, 1887), Luther Tilton (appointed March 1, 1890) and G. N. Harding again (October 1, 1883) incumbent. Mr. Harding was the prime mover in establishing the office and soon after had it made a money order office.”

John J. Hollis writes: “On the first day of October 1897 I was appointed Postmaster at Lacona, the office then paying about $600 a year. I was relieved as postmaster July 1, 1912. When I took office it was in the small building near the Harding Mill; in 1902 I bought the present site and built the office as it now stands. When the rural free delivery was authorized from Washington I applied for service from my office and secured three routes. This discontinued four post offices in Boylston and was at first opposed by the person serving them officially, but very soon became very popular to all the patrons.”

The Lacona Post Office was housed in various buildings: 1865 
“Lacona was called East Sandy Creek. Julius Robbins was a general merchant and the post office was in the back part of the store. This was in what was known as the Tifft Block. This block burned in 1879 and later the brick block where Canale Cleaners is located was built on the same site. This same brick block, known as the Hydorn Block, at one time housed the post office. Chet Carnrite, oldest resident of Lacona, says that when he came here in the seventies the office was located  in the building between the Miles block and the feed mill, which was later a barber shop and has now been made over into a home. For a while it was in a little building that stood just west of the present bank building. The entrance faced the railroad tracks. A man by the name of Briggs owned the building and had a shoemaker’s shop in it. At one time the office was on the site of the present barber shop owned by Lawrence Remington, and of course for a great many years was in the quarters occupied until the new building was finished. Postmasters: Julius Robbins, Parley Powers, William T. Baker, Gilbert N. Harding, Luther Tilton, Gilbert N. Harding, John J. Hollis, Peter Hydorn, Wilbur W. Wilcox. Thomas W. Hamer, Glen Edick, and Hugh Birdslow 

The newest veterans’ book, “Veterans of Sandy Creek who served from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959”  will be available November 11, 2007. We have worked very hard to insure that all veterans who served during this time have been added to the book. We mailed everyone we could a copy of their page to look over and correct if necessary and again, asked for photographs. In some cases all we could locate were newspaper photos which do not reproduce well.

We are researching farms in Oswego County and are looking for the 1917-1918 Oswego County Farm Directory book to use as reference and are especially interested in the map in the book to copy. Please contact us if you can help or loan us the book. 

The staff at the History Center wishes to extend our deepest sympathy to the Wart family. As historian I have worked with Al Wart for the past six years and have found him to be devoted to his family and community. He was always very supportive of the History Center and all that we do. Al’s easy smile and friendly hello will be missed by all who knew him. 

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm and by appointment on Saturdays. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      
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