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Photo: Robbins House

The Robbins House, built before 1819, is believed to have been the oldest house in the Town of Sandy Creek and stood where the marker to William Skinner is located on the North Ridge Road in Lacona. This marker was erected by the Centennial Committee in 1925 and reads: “In April 1803, William Skinner purchased four hundred acres of land in the eastern part of what is now the Village of Lacona, on the banks of Little Sandy.”

This house stood on land, which was bought by William Skinner, who with Stephen Lindsey was the first to settle in this town. In 1803 he bought 400 acres of land along the creek bank a little east of the present village of Lacona. In 1807 he sold this land to Peter Whiteside and bought land in the Town of Ellisburg. Little is known about Peter Whiteside, except that he died when he was 29 years old, and his burial is the first one recorded in the Sandy Creek Cemetery (Woodlawn Cemetery; the gravestone of Peter Whiteside, Lacona Innkeeper reads: “Here lies the body of Mr. Peter Whiteside, who departed this life in 1825. Mr. Whiteside was an active and energetic man, cherishing a love for the fine arts and soaring sublimely above superstition and ridicule; but ceases to delight us with his counsels, and his afflicted consort erects this monument to the memory of the man she loved.”

This house was built by Peter Whiteside, its intended use as a tavern or wayside stopping place for the stagecoach line, which followed the present Ridge Road north probably accounts for the size of the house. This was unusual for the times in which it was built, or even for the size of houses built today. The two-story part of the house fronting on the North Ridge Road was 42 feet long and 28 feet wide. In addition there was a roomy one-story wing at the back, which contained a kitchen and woodshed. The house had six rooms upstairs and eight on the first floor. 

Records say that Valentine Robbins came to Sandy Creek from Connecticut in 1818 and purchased this house, then known as the Whiteside farm, about 1836. He married Pamelia Harding, whose father, George Harding, came to Sandy Creek in 1805. Their son Joseph (1831-1907) inherited the farm and the old homestead. He married Annette Crocker, their children were E.W. Robbins, Henrietta, Bertha, Faith Robbins Greene, Pearl Robbins Truckell and Floyd Benjamin Robbins (1889-1963) who inherited the home. His grandson, Floyd J. Robbins (son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Robbins) was the fifth generation of the Robbins family to live in this house. The house has since been taken down.

The children’s Christmas Tree event, a community service project, is scheduled for November/December this year. Groups wishing to participate should call to reserve a tree by October 10. (Rae 387-3666  Charlene 387-5456 x7) The trees are decorated from November 12 to 16th  ; community voting is November 19 to November 30; the awards party is December 4th and children deliver trees to a needy family, elderly person, a shut-in or ill person from December 10-14th Please, contact me if you know of someone who could benefit from a little Christmas cheer. 

I will away from my office for a couple of weeks to visit my children. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com     
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