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Photo: The Bainbridge House

This house was on the east corner of Railroad and Salina Street and was built by William Hudson. It had a stone wall around the house, which was replaced with cement in May 1929. The 1889 map shows this house was owned by Lafayette Tifft and Jane Ann Thomas Tifft. They were the parents of Mrs. (George) Clellia Tifft Bainbridge. Clellia Bainbridge lived there 90 years, she died in 1958. 

This “real” Lacona landmark disappeared when the old house was torn down by Wesley Tyfair. Mr. Tyfair, who carried on a saw mill and lumber business on Salisbury Street, bought the building from A. J. Thacker and tore down the structure for lumber. In spite of its age the house was still structurally sound. Rafters and timbers were of a size and type not used today; there were wide floor-boards and large beams, the latter put together with wooden pegs. The wood used was mostly spruce and hemlock. The old square cut, hand made nails tapering to the point came out rather easily, making it possible to salvage most of the lumber. What remained was burned on site under the direction of the fire company.  

It later became the site of the Lacona Market owned by Ed Halse, which became Farmer’s Market owned by Mr. and Mrs. Mike Farmer. 

The newest veterans’ book, “Veterans of Sandy Creek who served from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959” will be available November 2007 and we are looking for additions and corrections to this book. A book of veteran information is at the town hall for review and corrections. (by the World War II Honor Roll displayed near the assessors office) Stop by to see that we have the correct information on your veteran. 

Here are the names of more soldiers with little information and/or no photos; please call my office if you can help with information or put us in contact with someone who can. Paul Ridgeway, David Riley, George Ripple, Edwin Robbins, Stanley Robbins, Arthur Roberts, Carl Roberts, William Roberts, James Robinson, Chester Rudd, Floyd Rudd, Franklin Rudd, Jonathan Rudd, Robert Rudd, Roy Salisbury, Harvey Sayler, John Sayler, Frederick Schweizer, George Scott, and Thomas Seifert. 

I will be in my office Thursday, August 30  (and away on Friday, August 31) from 9am to 4pm and by appointment on Saturdays. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      Charlene
