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Photo: The Sandy Creek News front page 1885. This reproduction of the front page of the Sandy Creek News was the first issue under the ownership of F. Dudley Corse was used in a little booklet presented to guests at a dinner honoring Mr. Corse in 1925, marking 40 years as editor of the Sandy Creek News. Superimposed on the front page for use in the booklet was a picture of Mr. Corse, then 25 years old. 

The newest veterans’ book, “Veterans of Sandy Creek who served from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959” will be available November 2007 and we are looking for additions and corrections to this book. A book of veteran information is at the town hall for review and corrections. (by the World War II Honor Roll displayed near the assessors office) Stop by to see that we have the correct information on your veteran. 

Here are the names of more soldiers with little information and/or no photos; please call my office if you can help with information or put us in contact with someone who can. Gordon Oakley, Hobart Ouderkirk, Jack Parker, Robert Parrott, Edson H. Phelps, William Philips, Donald Plantz, Loren Plantz, Charles Ploof, John L. Poole, Robert Poole, Maurice Porter, Rodger Porter, Edwin T. Presley, Lawrence Presley, Theodore Presley, Edward Prevost, Frank Reed, Lewis Reed, James Reid, William Reid, Albert Remp, and Leo Remp.

Mary Shaffer of Jamesville, N.Y. sent information in on her brother Ira William “Buster” Henderson. He served aboard the USS Monson and the USS Decatur with the 6th Fleet. Henderson wrote home about the sailors diving off the USS Monson into the Mediterranean Sea to swim, while one man watches for sharks with a machine gun. 

The Sandy Creek News, dated January 23, 1957, features a letter from Henderson to his parents. Henderson and the destroyer crew spent the holidays in Genoa, Italy.  A letter received by the Henderson’s at Christmas from the Commander of the Destroyer Force written to families of men with the destroyer fleet, emphasized the important and necessary job these men are doing for this country and the free world. Rear Admiral, J. C. Daniel, stressed, “recent events in the Middle East have proven that there is no force in the world other than the United States Navy that can be instantly deployed to protect American citizens and discourage war. The presence of a strong United States fleet of destroyers and other ships in the Middle East stands back of this country’s firm declaration that efforts to stir up trouble by the Soviet Union or other countries will not be tolerated. Rest assured that Admiral Burke and Admiral Wright, both destroyer sailors, join me in our concern for your welfare while your sailor is away. We will do all we can to get him back as soon as possible. If there is anything I or my staff can do to alleviate the void left by his absence, do not hesitate to let me know. I join you in hoping for his speedy return and wish you many future holiday seasons in which you will be together in a world at peace.”

Ira Henderson died July 5, 1985 and is buried at Woodlawn Cemetery, Sandy Creek. 

The third book in the Abandoned Cemetery series will document Stevens Cemetery. Many of our pioneer families are buried here. This cemetery is located on Route 22 and many of these gravestones are broken or so badly deteriorated that they are hard to read. This book will come out next spring because of the amount of research and work needed to “get it right.”  As with the first two books a photo of every stone and a genealogy of each family will be featured, as well as a map locating every stone we find. 

Please call if you can help. We need help with cemetery clean-up, stone repair, sign repair, flowers, or maybe you are good at drawing a map of the cemetery or want to help with the research aspect of this book. Call me!

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm and by appointment on Saturdays. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com      Charlene
