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Photo: Upton Brothers

Among the names prominently associated with the settlement of the town of Sandy Creek is that of the Upton family. The first of the Upton family to settle here was Elijah Upton who with his wife Nancy Vincent came from Vermont and bought land in Sandy Creek. He died in 1863 and his wife in 1872. His son James, who was born in Connecticut, served in the War of 1812. In 1825, James Upton and his wife Eunice Knowlton, settled on the first farm north of Deer Creek, on the west side of the State Road. Tradition says that at one time or another the Upton families have owned nearly all the land on the west side of the State Road (Salt Road as it was earlier called) from Deer Creek to the corners a mile south of the Village of Sandy Creek, a distance of two miles. Another son, Edwin C. was born in Sandy Creek November 30, 1840. In 1863 he marries Victoria J. Carr and they had five sons.

This photograph was identified as “Upton brothers” and these five brothers were the children of Edwin C. Upton (son of Elijah Upton) and Victoria Carr. Pictured is Clarence E. (seated), Charles B. (standing on the left), Jay L. (standing on the right), Malcom J. (seated on the left) and Earl D. (seated on the right).

“Abandoned Cemetery Book Series”
The second book in the Abandoned Cemetery series will document Noyes Cemetery. The family names include Baker, Barlow, Button, DeLapp, Gray, Hibbard, Howlett, Johnson, Lester, Look, McGuire, McLean, Noyes, Porter, Plumley, Roberts, Rogers, Russel, Samson, and Stewart. Any information on these families or family photographs would be appreciated. 

Recently we began research on Stevens Cemetery (also called Poplar Tree Cemetery) located on Rt. 22 in the Town of Sandy Creek. The families buried there include: Ames, Blodgett, Burch, Cole, Covey, Doneburg, Goff, Hurd, Lester, Mareness, McDougall, Parish, Porter, Rich, Salisbury, Stevens, Stacy, Tracy, Wart, Weston and Wood.

“Veterans of Sandy Creek” 

Two books dedicated to the veterans of Sandy Creek during World War I and World War II can be purchased at the town hall during business hours. We are adding to the military display and want to honor soldiers serving from Town of Sandy Creek who are pre/post and currently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. We are looking for photos and information on these men and women for this display at the town hall. 

The next book in the military series is scheduled for November 11, 2007 and covers the service of Sandy Creek Veterans from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We are currently researching that book and are accepting information and photos for an addendum of World War II soldiers as well as the service information covering Vietnam to Iraq. The research and collection of information and photos is the most time consuming part in writing this series of books, so the sooner we get your information, the better.

All books written and published from the History Center have been donated to the Ainsworth Library, Sandy Creek High School and Half-Shire Historical Society.

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. 

With winter fast approaching my availability will be by appointment. I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm, weather permitting. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Charlene

