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Photo: The Wallace Brothers of Sandy Creek – Civil War

William, the oldest, stands with his hands on the shoulders of Levi (left), of the 147th Volunteer Infantry and Asahel (right) of the 24th New York Volunteer Infantry. This photo may have been taken in Washington about the time that William received his discharge for disability in December 1862. This was the last time the three were together, for Levi died of fever, June 19, 1863 at Campbell Hospital in Washington. Asahel returned home with the other survivors of the 24th in May of that year, but died in 1879, leaving his small son Lew, to be raised by relatives. Will died in 1909. All are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery.

This photo of the Wallace brothers of Sandy Creek is an early tintype. These early tintypes were often put in old daguerreotype or ambrotype cases as this photo is. Cased photographs are arranged as follows: first by glass, then the matte is placed over the glass and finally, the three pieces are held together by the preserver. Once all is assembled, the image is placed in the case. The cases are often ornate and close like a book. 

During the month of May my thought always go to our veterans and the sacrifice they have made for our freedom. Please take a moment to thank a veteran for their service to this country. Following is a partial list of veterans from Sandy Creek. The History Center has written several books on these veterans and on November 11, 2007 another book is due to be published covering service from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959 and including the Korean War.

Revolutionary War (1775-1783) Veterans known to have lived in Sandy Creek were: John Baldwin, Thomas Baker, Peter Bargy, James Campbell, William Dunlap, Jonathan Herriman, Isaac Harmon, Ebenezer Howe II, Nathaniel Jacobs, Ephraim Kimble, Stephen Lindsay, Isaac Meacham, Robert Muzzy, Jonathan Thrasher, and Nicholas Winters. (A ceremony is planned this fall for placement of grave-markers for Stephen Lindsey and Jonathan Thrasher)

War of 1812 soldiers were: Charles Alton, Andrew Baker, John Baldwin, Daniel Bealls, Fred Canough, Asa Carpenter, Erastus Chappell, Peter Coon, B. Or L. Covey, William Cunningham, John and Smith Dunlap, Harmonius Ehle, Sam Goodrich Jr., Nicholas Gurley, Samuel Hadley, Isaac Harvey, Philip Helmer, Eben, Elias and Newell Howe, Oliver Hunter, Phineas Lilley, Isaac Mosier, Moses Morey, James T. Murphy, Pliny Nash, Nathan W. Noyes, Seth Porter Remington, Reuben Salisbury, Jonathan Snyder, Joseph Tucker, John Tuttle, James Upton, Benjamin and Isaac Weser and Christopher Wodell.

During the Civil War (1861-1865), the Town of Sandy Creek, which in the census of 1860 reported a population of only 2,431, furnished over 220 men for the Union Army. Few indeed were the homes that were not anxiously awaiting news of a son, brother, husband or other relative at the front with his regiment during the years of 1861-1865. There was great rejoicing when news of the long conflict reached Sandy Creek. It is said that on April 9, 1865, the date of Lee’s surrender, the old town bell whose tolling had all too often brought tidings of the death of a loved one was rung for six hours, the welcome story that it proclaimed bringing joy and thanksgiving to all. The names of these brave men are too numerous to list here but deserve our undying gratitude and special remembrance on this day.

The Spanish-American War (April 23-August 12, 1898) Clayton Allard, Harry Chapman, Carl E. and Clayton D. Crandall, Harrison Dewey, Charles H. Porter, Art Salisbury and Seymour Smith. 

The Boxer Rebellion (1903-1905) Isaac Bentley, Howard DeLong and Myron Ridgeway.

World War I (August 4, 1914 to November 11, 1918) and World War II (September 1, 1939 to September 2, 1945) - These brave men of Sandy Creek are too numerous to mention. However, three of our men died in WWI: Erie Dana, Chadwick Gerow and Rex Hadley. These men died in WWII: John H. Alexander, Glen H. Crast, Elmer I. Guy, Walter J. And Warren E. Ridgeway, Donald C. Zahler and Rex Zufelt.

In the Korean War  (June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953) we lost Austin Caufield and Ralph A. Howard.

These men are listed in our history files. If you know of anyone I have left out, please contact me. Other servicemen will be covered in future books.

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
This is the time of year when genealogists travel to other areas to do research. I encourage visitors to call ahead, get an appointment, and bring all pertinent research materials. Many libraries and historical societies are operated by volunteers and hours may be limited for research. 
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