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Photo: Gravestone of  Joel and Mercy (Richardson) Hibbard at Noyes Cemetery, Town of Sandy Creek

The second book in the Abandoned Cemetery series will document Noyes Cemetery. Many of our pioneer families are buried here. This cemetery is located on what was the Noyes Farm on the Ridge Road and many of these gravestones are broken or so badly deteriorated that they are hard to read and waiting even another year would have been unthinkable. Phyllis LeBeau is photographing every gravestone and to date 54 stones have been documented. A photo of every stone and a genealogy of each family is featured in this abandoned book series. These books and all the books published by the Sandy Creek History Center are filled with the history of our town and document our families and businesses.

This Sketches article dated October 13, 1927 gives a little insight into Joel Hibbard, buried with his wife Mercy (Richardson) Hibbard, at Noyes Cemetery. “Joel Hibbard, of which G. C. Widrig is a descendant, was one of the wealthy men of the time. He owned the Tuttle farm and what was formerly the Snyder farm, which is at present owned by the Sutter brothers. He came here from Connecticut and later moved down by Deer Creek on the state road south of the William Hale farm. They tell the story that when the urge was upon him he would start out for Connecticut with but eighteen cents in his pocket. This he would spend upon drinks, at three cents a drink.”

The census is a valuable tool when researching families, and the 1850 census was the first to list family members. In the 1850 census Joel Hibbard, head of household, age 69 was a farmer born in Connecticut living with his wife Mary (Mercy) age 63 who was born in Vermont, daughter Ophelia age 22 born in New York and son Lyman age 29 also born in New York.

The 1860 census includes the value of his real estate at $1000 and the  value of his personal estate at $7000 and living with wife, Mercy Hibbard. 

The Hibbards are just one of the families featured in the upcoming Noyes Cemetery book. Other families include Baker, Barlow, Button, DeLapp, Gray, Hibbard, Howlett, Johnson, Lester, Look, McGuire, McLean, Noyes, Porter, Plumley, Roberts, Rogers, Russel, Samson, and Stewart.

In my March monthly report to the board I reported: 

· 640 volunteer hours for the month and 1,480 since January of this year. These volunteers are committed to preserving Sandy Creek History and come every week. 
· A while ago a Civil War roster was taken from the Town Hall and since this incident we have removed all originals from the walls and all future displays will be copies. We were shocked that someone would come into the hall and remove this historic piece of OUR history. I feel awful that this happened under my “watch” but I am committed to sharing our history and wonderful photographs with the residents of Sandy Creek. We are assembling a new display. All originals will remain in the fire-safe room. 
· Rev. Snyder has donated a pew from the Boylston/Wesleyan Church and in the archives we have a pew number (59) from this church.
· The World War II honor roll was in need of some repair and we added plexi-glass (expertly cut by Tom Fister at Deaton’s Agway) to secure and protect the front of the boards.

A complete copy of my board reports can be obtained from the town clerk, Tammy Miller or village clerk, Jill Mattison. 

I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm, weather permitting. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Charlene

