Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

January 5, 2007 week #1

Photo: A Christmas Pageant

In this photo the only person we can identify is Irene Killam. Stratt Killam dates it to the mid 1950s and it probably was taken after a Christmas church service. It appears to have been a green Christmas due to the lack of snow. Pictured are the three wise men, Mary, Joseph and others. Call or stop by the History Center if you can help identify the photo. 

I’d like to share some of the highlights from my 2006 year-end report to the town and village boards. The complete report can be read at the town and village clerk’s office. 

The volunteer hours for 2006 equal 4,509. The total volunteer hours since my appointment in August 2001 is 28,321. As the realization of the enormous task I had undertaken became apparent it was also apparent that I would need help and Phyllis LeBeau, Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, Irene Fuller and Jim Shutts came to share their talents. Every month someone steps forward from the community to help on a project, identify a photo, add to the history archives or build a needed item to make our work at the Sandy Creek History Center easier or save the town and villages money. 

Grants: The 2005-2006 Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Microfilming Grant was completed and has made retrieval of records easier while preserving the originals from day-to-day use.  The 2006-2007 grant funded a microfilm reader/printer, which was needed to expedite access to records, many of which were recently put on microfilm. This funding continued the process of securing the historical and municipal records for the town of Sandy Creek, while making these records easier for town officials, school children and researchers to quickly access them 

Books: Sandy Pond Memories II was a continuation of the first Sandy Pond Memories book and was researched and created because the history of Sandy Pond needed to be documented, if only in the form of the memories of those who lived, vacationed and worked there. The World War I and World War II books documented veterans from the town and the book series will be continued in 2007 with the Veterans of Sandy Creek who served from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. The first book in the Abandoned Cemetery series became available this past fall. It covered Pioneer Cemetery, Rice Cemetery, Barber/Weser Cemetery, and Scripture Cemetery. The next two books in the series will cover Noyes and Stevens Cemetery and will be completed sometime in 2007. These books will be completely illustrated and will include history and maps of the cemeteries, photos of the gravestones and genealogy of the families buried there. These books are meant to honor our early settlers and document their lives and achievements in Sandy Creek. 

Events and programs: Heritage Day, the children’s Christmas Tree event, Sandy Creek Fair and several programs presented to the Northern New York Library Network, the NYS Archives, the Association of Public Historians and a local Daughters of the American Revolution Chapter focused on the history of the town and the accomplishments of the History Center. 

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. 

With winter fast approaching my availability will be by appointment. I will be in my office on Fridays from 9am to 4pm, weather permitting. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 (home phone 695-2820) or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Happy New Year

Charlene

