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PHOTO: These Blount men were identified by Barb Stowell who worked in the Blount office for 40 years…left to right: Jack Helbock,  ? Moore, Ivan Crast, Hugh Stowell, Ed Killam, Leon Stowell, Jud Holt and Howard Blount.

Sandy Creek News: December 9, 1948: Employees of the Blount Lumber Company and the Blount-Parker Corporation, with their families, to the number of 200, attended the employees opening of the new Blount Parker Employees Recreation Center Wednesday evening. H. Judson Holt, a trustee of the Blount Employees Trust, opened the ceremonies with an acknowledgment to the Blount-Parker family for the facilities and possibilities available to the employees in this new center, commenting that the best way to show appreciation would be by the continual use of the facilities. With the completion of the formal program, sandwiches, ice cream and coffee were served from the modern soda bar and the evening was then turned over to the employees who immediately began to put the recreational facilities into use until the party broke up at midnight.

The new recreational building, which is located on Railroad Street, Sandy Creek, between the Willard Rowsam home and the Upstate Telephone Company building, is 60 feet wide by 114 feet long with an arched roof of wood laminated rafters, and a two story brick veneer front, construction being in charge of Philip Coble. The completed building provides room for four bowling alleys in the basement with locker rooms for men and women. The auditorium seating about 300, will have a stage and movie equipment. In front of the auditorium on the main floor is a lounge, lobby, billiard room and service room which will eventually have kitchen facilities. On the second floor, above these rooms, is a living apartment for the manager of the building. This apartment has a living room, dinette, kitchen, two bedrooms and bath. 

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. Norm Widrig and Phyllis LeBeau are helping with the research but we need help in locating our veterans or a family member of a veteran to get more information. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Donald K. Gundersen, John W. Guyette, George W. Hadley, Thomas W. Haresign, Walter Haresign, Edward J. Hart Jr., Clark Harvey, Mark Harvey, Lyger A. Haynes, Norman D. Helbock, Ira Henderson Jr., Donald A. Herrick and Vaughan D. Herrick.

An addendum to the World War II book is being planned as we have one hundred soldiers listed with no information on them or their years of service. Please contact me if you can help. These veterans we have no photos of and no information on: Terry Jones, Donald Jennings, Gene Kiblin, Jim LaCelle, Albert Lawrence, Dale Loop, Clint H. Lounsbury, William Mead, Ralph McClue, William H. Polson, Lester Poole, and M. E. Porter.

I recently heard from Steve Kappesser and got a wonderful “Ice Boating on Sandy Pond” article and pictures for the Sandy Pond Memories II book. Thanks Steve! 

Nancy and Don Ridgeway came to visit the History Center last week and are helping with research on another one of my projects, which is farming in Sandy Creek. Norm Widrig began the research by identifying farms on the Orwell Road starting at the Lacona Village line and moving south towards Orwell. I’d like to document the farms of Sandy Creek and am compiling information for a future book. Please, if you can help, give me a call.

Sandy Creek 2006 calendars are still available and can be purchased at the town hall for $6. Also available is the World War I and World War II, 125 Years of  Lacona History and Sandy Pond Memories books. 

The History Center is open every Friday (weather permitting) and I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us.
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