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PHOTO: Fred Smart and his 1908 International Car photo is from the Smart Family Collection 

This photo was taken in front of the Thomas Hamer farm house just over the Sandy Creek Town line in Boylston and is the present home of Victor and Shirley Widrig.

One of the first automobiles in Sandy Creek Township was the bright red International purchased on May 22, 1908, by Fred Smart of Lacona. Built along the lines of contemporary horse drawn vehicles, this auto featured such details as buggy lantern headlights, wagon-spring ride, and chain drive, very noticeable around the rear wheel axle at the left, in this photo from the Killam collection. The right hand drive is a hold over from early horse drawn traffic when the driver had to keep an especially watchful eye on ditches and/or snowbanks in order to keep his vehicle in the road. Left to right is Mina (Hamer) Welch, holding Kathryn Hamer, Cora (Hamer) Smart, the driver Fay Welch and Fred Smart. The photo may have been taken by Thomas Hamer.

While researching the Sandy Pond Memories II book I found this interesting newspaper article dated August 11, 1904: The law governing the operation of touring cars and similar vehicles on the highway was enacted last winter by the state legislature. The law says that the operator of such a machine on approaching and traversing a bridge, dam, sharp curve or steep descent shall have the machine under control and operate it at a rate of speed not to exceed four miles an hour. On approaching a person walking in the roadway or a horse or horses, the person operating the motor vehicle shall give reasonable warning and upon request or signal of the driver of the horse shall stop and the machinery shall be stopped until the horse or horses have passed. No person shall operate a motor on a public highway where territory is closely built up at a greater rate than 15 miles per hour, or elsewhere in a city or village at a greater rate than 10 miles an hour, or elsewhere outside.

A Sandy Pond Memories II book is being researched and written now to be published by June 2006. We are looking for photos, memories and interesting articles to include in this book. I’d like to include a story on ice- boats and ice fishing on the Pond. Contact me if you can contribute. 

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. Norm Widrig and Phyllis LeBeau are helping with the research but we need help in locating our veterans or a family member of a veteran to get more information. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: John F. Bristol, Harold W. Brown, Lloyd E. Bumpus, Lyle G. Bush, Elwood P. Caster, Harold R., James F. and Robert Caufield, Leon G. Clafin, Earl W. Clary, Albert and Leonard Cole, Leonard Cooper Jr., John L. Cone, Spencer B. Cowan and Randall L. Crandall.

An addendum to the World War II book is being planned as we have one hundred soldiers listed with no information on them or their years of service. Please contact me if you can help. These veterans we have photos of and no information on Alfred T. Moyer, Maurice Newman, Glenn Perrigo, William Phelps, Robert Poole, Arthur Roberts, Elmer Roberts, Gordon Roberts, Donald Sniper, Lester Stacy, Hubert Stevens and Walter Syfert. 

Sandy Creek 2006 calendars are still available and can be purchased at the town hall for $6. 

Recent donations to the History Center: John and Barbara Kelly from Maxwell Shores recently moved to Sandy Creek and donated glass plate negatives and the bible of Clinton Smith (1843) which includes marriages, births and deaths of the Hadley family dating from 1789 to 1844. Gary Hitchcock donated family pictures and the desk of Perry Bartlett. 

Contact me by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us  Charlene

