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PHOTO:  B. D. Jones Footwear, Betty Gove collection

This interesting photo from the recent donation to the Sandy Creek History Center from Betty Gove was unidentified. After contacting several people from the community I called Stratt Killam, and sure enough he knew right where the store was. B. D. Jones footwear was the first business Stratt remembers in this building, then the telephone company before the dial system came to Sandy Creek, next came Remington’s Barber Shop, Tracy Killam’s photography studio, Ralph Smith Insurance and today the Video store on Harwood Drive next to Karen’s Florist Shop.

Please stop by the town hall and vote for your favorite Christmas Tree. The children have worked hard on this community service project, which will be distributed to people/families who would otherwise have no tree for Christmas or are in need of a little Christmas cheer for the holidays. The trees will be delivered in time for Christmas. Call my office if you know of a family in need. 

The second book in the Abandoned Cemetery series will document Noyes Cemetery. The family names include Baker, Barlow, Button, DeLapp, Gray, Hibbard, Howlett, Johnson, Lester, Look, McGuire, McLean, Noyes, Porter, Plumley, Roberts, Rogers, Russel, Samson, Stewart and we have documented 4 stones that were previously left out of the original survey. Any information on these families or photographs would be appreciated. Contact me at the office. 

Though the history of a "thanksgiving day" can be traced back to 1789 when George Washington declared Thursday, November 26th as a day when "we may then all unite in rendering unto Him our sincere and humble thanks . . ." there was no national agreement on a day for the event. Prior to that, from 1777 to 1783, Thanksgiving Day, by Congressional mandate, was celebrated in December.

The idea of a national day of Thanksgiving did not occur again until 1863. President Lincoln, following decisive wins by the Union armies at Gettysburg and Vicksburg in the summer of that year, issued a declaration making the fourth Thursday in November, a National Day of Thanksgiving. Even at that late date, the holiday was not universally accepted, particularly in the South, where it was viewed as another Yankee event that further eroded their way of life. By the late nineteenth century, however, the New England harvest festival, which evolved into Thanksgiving Day, was celebrated nationwide.

Happy Thanksgiving! When I give thanks I include my wonderful volunteers Phyllis, Sally, Betty, Frances, Irene, Jim, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler, Mayor Grant Rohrmoser, Mayor Peggy Manchester, and all the town and village board members. Without the support of these people, the residents of this town and both villages the work of the History Center would not be possible. We have accomplished much in the past five years and have much more work ahead of us. With continued support from all of you we will succeed in the important work of preserving our history for future generations.

In the archives we have a Thanksgiving Proclamation, State of New York on the Seventeenth day of November 1898 and signed Frank S. Black. “The law of the State, based on long established custom, authorizes the Governor to appoint a day of general thanksgiving, when the people may make special acknowledgment of their gratitude for the mercies of the year. Each year gives abundant occasion for thanksgiving, but the one now closing has been filled with events, which may well excite our deepest gratitude. Business prosperity has continued and increased; commerce and agriculture have yielded abundant results; charity has found new avenues; patriotism has received new impulses, and American civilization has entered new fields. Let us be grateful that in so far as the accomplishment of these results depends on human agencies, our State has been able to contribute its part.”

“Wherefore, I, Frank S. Black, Governor, do hereby designate Thursday, the twenty-fourth day of November instant, as a day of general thanksgiving, and I recommend that on that day the people refrain from their ordinary pursuits, and assemble at their accustomed places of worship and give devout acknowledgment to Almighty God.” 
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