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PHOTO: Sandy Creek Home Bureau 1947

These Home Bureau women met for a while in the White School house, District Number 13 in the Town of Sandy Creek. At the time of this photo, taken by Tracy Killam in the fall of 1947, they were meeting at the Sandy Pond Sportsman’s Association Clubhouse.

The ladies in this photo of White School House Home Bureau are, first row left to right: Myrtle Lindsey, Keitha Miller, Mary Laidlaw, Addie Hitchcock, Lora Lindsey, Doris Taplin (chairman), Harriette Kent, Hilda Maxwell, Susie Tryon, and Catherine Salisbury. Second row, left to right: Beatrice Hilton, Ruth Fraser, Hariett Allen, Caroline Hilton, Emma Whisnant, Myrtle Alexander, Alice Cook, Marion Stevens, Louise Jamerson, and Mary Woodard. Third row, left to right: Florence Bumpus, Ruth Dana, Bernice Hurd, Clara Crandall, Myrtle Hilton (treasurer), Irene Barker, Blanche DeLong and Una Kent (vice-chairman). Other members of the group included: Mabel Poole, Annie Lindsey, Anna Stevens, Ruth Butler, Alma Hurd, Dora Harten, Eleanor Hanson, Mary Ouderkirk, Margaret Crandall, Gladys Bostwick, Jane Pellenz, Mae King, Minnie Kline, Blanche Kiblin, Willa Dunbar, Marie Robinson, Nora Riordan, Celia Andrews, Bertha Moyer, Edith Roberts, Bernice Carr, Clara Lewis, and Josephine Scison. 

There had been an active Home Bureau in the western part of the Town of Sandy Creek since at least 1917. During the era between World War I and II, the local Home Bureau groups led the rural areas in self-help educational programs and demonstrations. The local Home Bureau stayed active until after it became part of the Cooperative Extension Service, still serving the rural families of Oswego County.

The Korean War book is being researched as we speak. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. Norman Widrig has volunteered to work with us on researching veterans for this book but it is a big project and we ask everyone to help locate soldiers or their families to get the information and photographs needed to successfully complete this book. In the next few weeks I will be listing the names of soldiers that we need a photograph and information on. We continue with these veterans: Ivan Ames, Robert Bacher, Charles A. Baker, Gerald O. Balcom, Eric Bardy, Floyd Bettinger, Frederick Bianco, Severin Tom Birchmeyer, Alfred A. Bitter, Robert B. Bortles, Francis E. Brandon, Jr., Charles and Paul Bremm.

An addendum to the World War II book is being planned as we have one hundred soldiers listed with no information on them or their years of service. Please contact me if you can help. These veterans we have photos of and no information on John Kiblin, Charles LaCelle, Fred G. Laird, Robert Lamb, Willard LaRue, Sidney Lee, Allie Look, Donald Loop, Robert Mareness, Charlie Miles, Nelson E. Miles and Clare Monson. I will include other names in following columns.

I recently shared with the town board my historian’s job description. I thought it would be of interest to my readers so I include it, in part, in this column. The full report can be obtained from the Town Clerk or myself. Since their inception in 1917, New York State’s network of officially appointed local government historians represents a unique resource for New York State. The town of Sandy Creek has had a historian for over 100 years, beginning with F. W. Corse and in 1919 the appointment of Nanette Hamer. As a local government historian the state requires: 
1. The first, and primary, responsibility of the Local Government Historian is the interpretation of the past. This involves research and writing on aspects of the history of the jurisdiction and may include scholarly monographs and articles as well as writing for a more general public audience in magazines and newspapers.

2. Teaching and Public presentations is the second category of responsibilities which involves the interpretation of the history of the community through teaching and public presentation.

3. The third category of activity for Local Government Historians is that of historic preservation which includes manuscripts and records that document a community’s past, and the artifacts that constitute a community’s material culture.

4. The final area of activity for the Local Government Historians is that of organizer and advocate. To this the Local Government Historian must bring energy and knowledge of the past as well as a sense of good taste.

(“Local Historians and their Activities” Office of the State Historian, Historian’s Guide: A Handbook for Local Historians (Albany, NY: State Education Department) Duties of local historian, McKinney’s Consolidated Laws of New York Annotated, Book 3 B, Arts and Cultural Affairs Law: With Annotations from State and Federal Courts and State Agencies 

Contact me at 315-387-5456 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us Charlene

