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PHOTO: Charles Ploof served in World War II and Korea and was wounded in Korea and received the Bronze Star and Oak Leaf Cluster for bravery in combat
Veterans’ Day is tomorrow and is a holiday observed annually in the United States in honor of all those, living and dead, who served with the U.S. armed forces. Veterans Day is the American name for the international day of remembrance called Armistice Day. It falls on November 11, the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended  World War One

All major hostilities of World War 1 were formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 with the German signing of the Armistice and was first commemorated in the United States by President Woodrow Wilson in 1919. Congress passed a resolution in 1926 inviting all Americans to observe the day, and made it a legal holiday nationwide in 1938. The holiday has been observed annually on November 11 since that date - first as Armistice Day, later as Veterans Day - except for a brief period when it was celebrated on the fourth Monday of October.

The armistice treaty between the Allies and Germany was signed in a railway carriage in woods near Compiegne on November 11, 1918 and marked the end of the First World War on the Western Front. Principal signatories were Marshal Ferdinand Foch, the Allied Commander-in-chief, and Matthias Erzberger, a representative of the closest thing to a government that Germany had left.

The Purple Heart Medal has been awarded to nearly 2 million brave U. S. military men and women. A National Purple Heart Hall of Honor is slated to open in November in Orange County, New York. The New Windsor Cantonment Historic Site in Vails Gate, Orange County, has been designated by the Military Order of the Purple Heart to be the hall’s permanent site because of its historical significance as the final winter camp of Gen. George Washington’s 

Continental Army during the American Revolution. The purple cloth Badge of Merit that Gen. Washington presented to a select few of his troops was the inspiration for the Purple Heart Medal. The image of Washington was added to the color and shape of the Badge of Merit and in 1932, the first Purple Heart Medals were given to 150 veterans of World War I on the same historic grounds in New Windsor, New York.. Contact Sen Wright at 315-285-2430 (e-mail: wright@senate.state.ny.us subject line: Purple Heart) if you know of a resident who received a Purple Heart so they can be registered.

We are adding to the military display and want to honor soldiers serving from Town of Sandy Creek who are pre/post and currently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. We are looking for photos and information on these men and women for this display at the town hall.

The Christmas Tree event involves children from the community in a service project, which benefits a needy family or elderly person. The children will gather at the town hall and decorate an artificial tree the week of November 6 to November 10. The community will vote during the week of November 13 to November 30 on their “favorite” tree. The trees will be delivered in time for Christmas. This year we have twelve groups signed up and welcome any others to join us by calling my office or Rae Allen at 387-3666. These trees are distributed to people/families who would otherwise have no tree for Christmas or are in need of a little Christmas cheer for the holidays. Call my office if you know of a family in need.

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. 

I am available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
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