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PHOTO: Ila’s Tea Room, c. 1950

Miss Ila Smith (Mrs. Earl Chanley) owner and operator of Ila’s began her business career as a designer of ladies’ hats in her parents’ home soon after graduation from Sandy Creek High School in 1926. Ila was employed by Mrs.Claude (Mercia) Graham, who operated “Peekin Tea Room” on Route 11 south. Ila walked to work at Peekin from her home on Lake Street and in a Sandy Creek News article recalled some of her varied responsibilities, besides serving food, pumping gas and the frightening task of lighting the gasoline lamps. Though the working facilities were primitive by modern standards, she enjoyed serving the public under the gracious guidance of Mrs. Graham. (At that time tourism was just coming into its own and the village boasted two such tea rooms, the second located north on Route 11 that was called “Duckin Tea Room.”)

On October 11, 1928, Miss Ila Smith, Mrs. Staplin and Mrs. Graham rented the property of F. W. Snyder and opened a gift shop. Mr. Snyder came to Sandy Creek from New York City after losing his wife and daughter in the flu epidemic of 1918 to work at the Corse Press. He also owned and operated a restaurant called “The Iceberg,” which stood on the site of the soon to be gift shop. This was a rambling, one story building and partitioned into several rooms. It was one of these rooms that was rented to this talented trio, the business was called “Ye Little Shoppe.” Later Ila took over the business and when Mr. Snyder died she bought the property from his estate and remodeled, adding a soda fountain and facilities for light lunches. The “Thomas House” was still the most popular dining place in the North Country and when its capacity was reached, Mrs. Thomas would send her guests to Ila’s Tea Room. 

During the late 1940s Ila closed her shop to remodel, installing the most modern restaurant facilities in the area and enlarging the gift shop, installing green awnings and brightly filled flower boxes which accented the fresh white exterior. In 1959 Ila earned her certificate at the Hixson School of Floral Design in Cleveland, Ohio and started a flower shop. With the opening of Rt. 81 and after closing the Tea Room, Ila opened the Christmas Shop and specialized in all types of flower arrangements. 

Dick Turo gives this history of the building from 1974 to present: The building was bought by Tony Bruno in 1974, then sold to Ron Turo in 1976 and in 1979 to Dick Turo. In 1993 North Country Climate Control moved into the building, a beauty shop in 1994 and The Whispering Willows took over in 2001.

Jefferson-Lewis-Oswego Regional Roundtable

The History Center will host the Jefferson-Lewis-Oswego Regional Roundtable on October 21, 2006 at the Sandy Creek Town Hall beginning at 9:30 a.m. The topic of discussion will be “Community Resources: Tapping Community Resources, Involving Students, Seniors, Towns and County.”  I have been asked to present the program and will highlight the work of our volunteers and give a tour of the facility. 

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. 

I am available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
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