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PHOTO: White School, District No. 13,  c. 1912

The White School House District No. 13, Town of Sandy Creek was formed in 1828 and was known for many years as the Clark District, taking the name of the family that lived on the hill to the north. 

The 1914-1915 evaluation of District 13 was $32,160 for the nineteen farms wholly or partly located within its mile-square boundaries. The tax rate of .007 per dollar allowed a total tax budget of $225.12 for the year. The teacher’s salary was a major item at $3.00 a week, fuel wood was about $4.00 a cord and maintenance costs ate up most of what was left leaving precious little for new teaching aids and library books. Pupil’s books, lunches and transportation were furnished by their families. A list of early District 13 trustees discloses the names of pioneer settlers in the area, Ezra Corse, Sidney Baldwin, Levi Woodard, Joey Morey, George S. Buell, Orlando R. Kent, Stephen Lindsey and Harrison Peck.

The first school was taught by Mamrie Harding in the winter of 1806 and 1807 in the home of her father, George. In the fall of 1807 a log school house was built at Lacona. Thirteen school districts were established, each named for a prominent family in the area: East Primary-Robbins; Ormsby-Hamer; Meacham; Ridge Road-Seeley; Stevens; Tryon; Scripture-Knollin; Leach; West Primary-Oren Earl; Young-Blodgett; Goodenough; Bartlett and Woodard. Each school was maintained by private tax on citizens of the area. Teachers were paid $1 a week and “boarded around.” They were required to attend all weekly church services and provide Sunday School instruction. A strict dress code was specified and entertaining “gentlemen friends” was not permitted during the school week.

Town officials decided to consolidate the village districts, 9 and 10, into a Union Free School, according to a newly enacted New York State law. After several special meetings, with much heated debate, citizens elected by a vote of 66-15 to establish the Union School. Two of the most controversial issues concerned the site of the central building and the number of board members to be chosen. Oren R. Earl settled the first by donating 3 ¾ acres of land on Salisbury Street and contributed $200 for clearing of it. His offer was accepted by vote of 130-59. Nine board members were agreed upon and duly elected. They decided to build a two story brick school with basement. A tax levy of $8,000 was set, payable in four annual installments, the building debt to be paid off by 1876. The following allocations were made: $2,000 for furniture; $1,600 for teachers’ salaries and $650 for the principal’s salary.  

The first high school graduating class was in 1878. The Sandy Creek Teachers’ Training Class was organized in 1885. In 1892 the first yearbook and newspaper were published. In 1914 a second brick building was erected west of the original building.

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. I am available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
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