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PHOTO: This engraved view of the Old Mill and Goodenough Church/Goodenough District 1878 is from Evert’s Jefferson County History

This area is relevant to the history of Sandy Creek because it is on the Oswego-Jefferson County line and the Lindsey family (early pioneers) settled here and some members of this family were buried in the Pioneer/Goodenough District Cemetery. 
Eunice Lindsey, daughter of Stephen and Sally (McNitt) Lindsey, died during the summer of 1803 at the age of 12 or 13 years and is listed as the first death in the Town of Sandy Creek. Gilford Lindsey, great grandson of Stephen Lindsey, said, “Lindsey and William Skinner first came into the township (in 1803) and it is a Lindsey family tradition that they spent the first night on a knoll where later stood the Coon sawmill northeast of the Center Church on the bank of the Little Sandy Creek.”

Stephen Lindsey was born Maarch 22, 1759 in Scotland and emigrated to America before the Revolutionary War, settling in Stratford, Conn. He married Sally McNitt and moved to Sandy Creek by 1803 and then to the Town of Ellisburg, just north of the Oswego County line. He received a pension for his service and was buried in Pioneer Cemetery in Sandy Creek.. 
The family of Daniel and Nancy Miller Goodenough settled just north of the county line in March, 1817. Charles Goodenough, one of their sons, acquired some 600 acres of land in that area of southwestern Jefferson County, which was at one time known as “No God.” Charles Goodenough also built the sawmill pictured in this engraving, which was used up to the early twentieth century, and when he died in 1870, he left a special bequest to the neighborhood Methodist Society, for the construction of a church building, a project accomplished in 1876. Before that the Congregation had met in the schoolhouse, which had been established before 1812. The Goodenough Church was part of the West Sandy Creek Charge  that also included the Center Church. The Goodenough Methodists disbanded in the late 1930s, selling the church building for lumber.

The History Center will be closed for a couple of weeks while I visit my children and attend meetings. 

e-mail  historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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