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PHOTO: c. 1923 Sandy Creek 2nd graders, Teacher Madge Birdslow

It’s back to school, or maybe the last day of school, for these children in Madge Birdslow’s class. While some names appear on the back of this photograph, we thank Stratt Killam and friends for their help in identifying these school children. First row: Bruce Barker, Clarence Thompson, Floyd Slater, Harwood Williams, Douglas Ames, Rex Moore, Kathleen (Betty) Wheeler. Second Row: Raymond Miles, Maurice Miles, Bob Obleman, Sarabelle Daly, Roderick Back, Emmabelle Daly and Nelson Miles. Back row: Lucille Brigham, Margaret Stevens, Ella Fuller, Marion Hadley, Olive Scranton, Leita Remington, Patricia Prescott and Fred Bettinger.

Volume I of the Abandoned Cemetery book series has been published and can be picked up at the town hall during business hours. The cost is $10. This first book covers the early deaths of the town, the Rice Family plot, Pioneer/Goodenough District Cemetery, Scripture Cemetery and North Road/Barnard Cemetery. The second volume will cover the Noyes Cemetery which, is located east of the South Ridge Road (County Route 48) The earliest marked burial there is that of Christiana, wife of Allen McLean, who died February 23, 1820. The last known burial was that of Civil War Veteran Devereaux A. Samson who died May 28, 1894. Two Revolutionary War soldiers, Thomas Baker and Nathan W. Noyes, are buried in this graveyard. Other family names in this cemetery include Allen, Barlow, Button, Delapp, Gray, Hibbard, Howlett, Johnson, Lester, Look, McGuire, Porter, Plumley, Roberts, Rogers, Russell and Stewart. The cemetery is in very sad shape. We are grateful to Keith Willis who is working to clean and repair as many of the stones as possible.

We are looking for photographs of past Mayors to image and scan and hang on the walls of the newly renovated village offices at the historic Lacona Depot building. Past Sandy Creek Mayors or Presidents as they were once called include: Hamilton E. Root, Pitt Newton, Albert Sherman, George Kaulback, J. Lyman Bulkley, Oren R. Earl, George N. Salisbury, John R. Allen, Newton Cook, Samuel Crockett, Eugene Nye, F. Dudley Corse, Ferdinand Smith, Edmund H. Sargent, Orsamus Potter, Charles Colony, JCF Sheldon, George Stone, Earl Dorland, BD Jones, Delos Carpenter, Edmund L. Sargent, Fayette Salisbury, LM Brown, H. L. Wallace, E. S. Root, George O’Brien, Melvin Autterson, Leon Williams, F. Dewitt O’Dell, Willard Rowsam, Carl S. Burritt, Charles E. Lashomb, Gilbert Williams, Arthur H. Wart, Paul Turo, Joseph VanBrocklin, Terry Slater, Steve Nemier and Andrew Adner. If you can help please call me or drop off a photo to be scanned. 

The History Center will be closed for a couple of weeks while I visit my children and attend meetings. 

e-mail  historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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