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One of the oldest cemeteries in the Town of Sandy Creek, Scripture Cemetery is located in what was known as the Scripture District, 1 ½ miles south of Sandy Creek on a cross road (Fraser Road) and in sight of Route 11. (70 known burials and there may be 5 unmarked burials) The earliest marker is that of Joel Morey, son of Moses and Philottee Morey who drowned April 24, 1819 and the last burial was Mary Widrig who died December 1, 1877. While researching this cemetery we met with Ken and Hollis Hanson and learned that in 1953 the Town of Sandy Creek Highway Department was instructed to remove all the stones on this property. This cemetery was dug-up and the stones were pushed into the woods. There was no way of getting the stones back to their proper place so they were replaced in two rows (facing each other) as they are today. Arthur Wart, Town Historian in 1975, wrote “Cleaning in progress; re-alignment of stones in family groupings is planned.” The gravestones are lying flat and many are broken or so badly deteriorated that they are hard to read, and waiting even another year would have been unthinkable. The Abandoned Cemetery book series will preserve the information for future generations.


Elijah Upton, buried in Scripture Cemetery, died April 21, 1863 at the age of 69 years and ten months. He and his wife Nancy’s stones are the first two stones on the right side of the cemetery. 

The first of the Upton family to settle here was Elijah Upton, who with his wife, Nancy (Vincent) Upton came from Vermont and bought land in Sandy Creek. He died in 1863 and his wife in 1872. Her stone was placed next to his and states she is the “relict of” Elijah, his wife. His son, James Upton, was born in Connecticut and served in the War of 1812. In 1825, James Upton with his wife Eunice Knowlton, a native of New Hampshire, settled on the first farm north of Deer Creek, on the west side of the State Road. Another son, Edwin C. Upton was born in Sandy Creek November 30, 1840, in 1863 he married Victoria J., daughter of Lewis and Sarah Carr of Richland. They had five sons Clarence E., Charles B., Jay L., Malcolm J. and Earl D. Upton.

Tradition says that at one time or another the Upton families have owned nearly all the land on the west side of the State Road or Salt Road, as it was earlier called, from Deer Creek to a mile south of the Village of Sandy Creek, a distance of two miles. 

The verse on the gravestone reads: “His toils are over, his work is done, and he is ever blest, he fought the fight, the victory won, and entered into rest.”

The History Center will be closed for a couple of weeks while I visit my children and attend meetings. I have written columns to be published in my absence. 

October events include:

 Archives Week October 8-15th We will again participate with an open house and genealogy research. 

Documentary Heritage Program workshop at the Sandy Creek Town Hall is scheduled for October 21st. I will host the event, which will include historians, librarians and museum curators from northern New York State. The program “Volunteers” will highlight the volunteers working at the History Center and serving our community 

November events include:

The Children’s Christmas Tree event was supposed to be a one-time event and conclude the Bicentennial Celebrations in 2003 but each year since I have been asked to continue. The premise was to get local children involved in a community project that ended with each group locating a needy family or elderly person to donate their tree to. Exact dates will appear in a future column.

e-mail  historian@sandycreekny.us. 
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