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PHOTO: This photo of the gravestone of Amy Lilley, wife of Phineas Lilley, is typical of the stones remaining in Scripture Cemetery. (photograph by Phyllis LeBeau)

 Among the pioneers who came to the Town of Sandy Creek in the first few years of its settlement was Phineas Lilley, who was of Scotch parentage. This record of the Lilley family begins with Abner Lilley, who was one of three brothers to come from Scotland to America. He settled in Cambridge, Connecticut, and March 8, 1777 married Sybil Hale, three children Olive, Phineas and Abner Jr.  being born to them. Abner Lilley Sr. was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and was killed near its close.

Phineas Lilley married Amy Sampson November 1, 1802 and several years afterward settled in the Town of Sandy Creek, near the banks of Deer Creek. He served during the War of 1812. By occupation he was a farmer and a carpenter and he was active in the Presbyterian Church which was organized here in 1817, the first church in town being built about ten years later. He was a resident of Sandy Creek in 1845 since his name appears on the census for that year.

Phineas Lilley had nine children: Cynthia, Abner, Levi, Oren, Dianthia, Alfred, Emily, Olive and Mary. 

Phineas Lilley died February 5, 1867 at the age of 87 years, 2 months and 7 days. His wife, Amy died February 16, 1846 at the age of 60 years and 8 months.
Volume one of the Abandoned Cemetery books has been published and can be picked up at the town hall during business hours. The cost is $10. This first book covers the early deaths of the town, the Rice Family plot, Pioneer/Goodenough District Cemetery, Scripture Cemetery and North Road/Barnard Cemetery. During the research several gravestones were found that were not in a previous cemetery survey and have been added to this book. Throughout this book it becomes obvious that these cemeteries were in need of documentation and the photographs taken by Phyllis Le Beau will prove invaluable to genealogists researching their families. Many of these gravestones are broken or so badly deteriorated that they are hard to read, and waiting even another year would have been unthinkable. Thanks to the road crew and Jeff Le Beau for their help in cleaning up and unearthing some of these gravestones. Chris Vallejo received his Eagle Scout badge when he worked on Scripture Cemetery, cleaning each stone and planting the spring flowers we see as we drive by the Fraser Road cemetery. Over the years other boy and girl scout groups have given of their time to beautify these sacred resting places of our ancestors and we thank them. Our thanks to Margaret Kastler and Richard Gibbs who plant flowers at these cemeteries every year. As always the proceeds from this book supports the work of the Sandy Creek History center.

We are looking for photographs of past Mayors to image and scan and hang on the walls of the newly renovated village offices. Past Lacona Mayors or Presidents as they were once called include: G. N. Harding, W. J. Stevens, Smith Barlow, Crowell S. Gayton, H. Baker, Harold Kilby, Herman F. Pratt, Maurice Prescott, Charles Kirch, Wilbur Wilcox, Harmon D. Nutting, Howard P. Blount, Lloyd Fuller, Leon H. Stowell, Alfred Thacker, Maurice A. Miles, George R. Blount, Leo Nemier, and Don MacVean. I will list the Sandy Creek village mayors next week. These photographs can be returned the same day.

The third annual Heritage Day was a success and we thank all who helped and participated. The renovated Depot looks amazing, stop by during business hours and see for yourself.

Sandy Pond Memories II book

The Sandy Pond Memories book and the Sandy Pond Memories II book can be purchased at the Town Hall in Sandy Creek or at the Church Mouse off Route 3. The second book is completely illustrated with postcards and pictures from the archives and many loaned to us from individuals. Some residents from the Pond shared their memories of living or vacationing on Sandy Pond. The Sandy Pond book sells for $10 and the Sandy Pond Memories II book is $25. The proceeds will go towards the purchase and preservation of the Austen Hall panels. Donations are being accepted for these historic Austen Hall panels by contacting Sally Turo, any town board member, town supervisor, town clerk or the historians’ office. 

“Veterans of Sandy Creek” 


The next book in the military series is scheduled for November 11, 2007 and covers the service of veterans from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We are currently researching that book and are accepting information and photos for an addendum of World War II soldiers as well as the service information covering Vietnam to Iraq. The research and collection of information and photos is the most time consuming part in writing this series of books, so the sooner we get the information, the better.

History Center and appointments

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. I am available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Charlene







