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PHOTO: Austen Hall, Lacona (photo from the archives dated 1953)

Every week in this column I talk about the Austen Hall Panels and our fund drive to purchase and restore them. As we continue the work of the History Center our goals continue to be the preservation of historic items of significance, securing the records of the town, serve the community and visiting researchers and find interesting ways to educate our school children about local history. These panels are an important part of Sandy Creek history.

Many local people do not recall Austen’s Hall in Lacona (Town of Sandy Creek) as the place where their parents and grandparents saw their first movie. The Austen Hall, an early cement block building, was built by Dr. Frederick Austen about 1913 and the hall was first used for movies about 1919. The movie theater was a family affair with Fred Austen running the projector, Mrs. Austen taking tickets and Miss Julia Austen playing the piano during intermissions and also to fill in the frequent occasions when the film broke and the reels had to be re-wound. Other pianists were Mrs. Anna Bartlett and Mrs. Claude Carnrite. Dr. Fred Austen, Mr. Austen’s father, had the responsibility of sitting down front and trying to keep relative quiet and order among the juvenile members of the audience who shouted, made remarks, scuffled with each other and otherwise tried to break up the show. 


Such early movie stars as William S. Hart, Theda Bara, Mary Garden, Will Rogers (in western shorts in which he did roping and offered comments), Pauline Frederick, Mabel Normand, Mary Pickford (in “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch”) and many others were featured. Lin Greene showed movies there after the Austen’s discontinued them, showing many of the Pearl White series, a very popular feature of that day. In addition to being used as a movie theater, Austen’s Hall was used for dances and when it was first finished, performances of the Edward White Medicine Show were held there for about two weeks. 

Heritage Day This Saturday, August 26th!

We begin at 10 AM as Mayor Manchester and Mayor Adner preside over the grand opening of the village offices at the Lacona Depot  This historic landmark has been preserved and will now serve as the Sandy Creek/Lacona village offices. (I would like to get photos of as many past Mayors as possible to hang in the new office. If you can help, please call me. We can image any photo and return it the same day.)

Noon to 4pm all events will move to the Sandy Creek Town hall 

Strawberry shortcake served by the ladies of the Eastern Star. 

The History Center will host an open house to showcase the history of the town and villages, which will include children’s games, crafts and a Family Tree workshop. I will have pedigree charts and will be available to help family researchers with their genealogy questions. 

Among the displays will be the photographs taken by Phyllis LeBeau at the 149th Oswego County Fair. 

2 to 3 PM: The Nature Conservancy, Ron Fisher and John Petreszyn will be on hand with demonstrations and displays. Learn why the dunes formed off Lake Ontario, what dunes are and why they are important to the preservation of wetlands and other inland areas affected by high water, waves and currents. 

Abandoned Cemetery Books

The first “Abandoned Cemetery” book in a series of cemetery books will go on sale on Heritage Day. These books will be completely illustrated and will include history and maps of the cemeteries, photos of the gravestones and genealogy of the families buried there. These books are meant to honor our early ancestors and document their lives and achievements in Sandy Creek. This book includes the early deaths, Rice Family Cemetery, Pioneer/Goodenough District Cemetery, Scripture Cemetery and North Road/Barnard Cemetery. The research has uncovered pioneers that were previously not documented.

Sandy Pond Memories II book

The Sandy Pond Memories book and the Sandy Pond Memories II book can be purchased at the Town Hall in Sandy Creek or at the Church Mouse off Route 3. The second book is completely illustrated with postcards and pictures from the archives and many loaned to us from individuals. Some residents from the Pond shared their memories of living or vacationing on Sandy Pond. The Sandy Pond book sells for $10 and the Sandy Pond Memories II book is $25. The proceeds will go towards the purchase and preservation of the Austen Hall panels. Donations are being accepted for these historic Austen Hall panels by contacting Sally Turo, any town board member, town supervisor, town clerk or the historians’ office. 

“Veterans of Sandy Creek” 


The next book in the military series is scheduled for November 11, 2007 and covers the service of veterans from September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We are currently researching that book and are accepting information and photos for an addendum of World War II soldiers as well as the service information covering Vietnam to Iraq. The research and collection of information and photos is the most time consuming part in writing this series of books, so the sooner we get the information, the better.

History Center and appointments

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. I am available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. 

Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com
Charlene

