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Photo: This photo from the archives was taken by R. H. Snyder, former principal of Sandy Creek High School, he and his wife, the former Carrie B. Upton, were alumni of SCHS class of 1887. Left to right standing: Flo Hollis, Ethel Allen, Anna J. Hollis, Maude Shaul, Julia Wart, Bertha Root, Lottie Harding. Seated: Carrie Corse, Fannie Salisbury Wood, Cecile Wallace, Anna J. Bartlett and Juliette Salisbury Husted.

Sally Turo is spear heading the donation drive to purchase and preserve the Austen Hall panels and we are looking for your support. Several people have made donations and for that we are grateful. Contact Sally, any town board member, town supervisor or my office for more information or to make a donation. 

The Korean War book (the service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959) is being researched now. The date for publication of this book is November 2007 but we need the information now. Each book takes two years from researching to completion and November 2007 will be upon us all too quickly. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Wayne D. Thompson, Richard Tiff, Douglas Tryon, Charles Van Brocklin, Joseph A. Van Brocklin, Edward A. Vanegmond, Phillip T. Walker, Ralph E. Waful, Warren O. Warner and Loren Washburn. The response has been good so far and we appreciate the information veterans and their families have sent in. Please keep the information coming and remember to send your photographs and exact years of service. Please contact me if you can help.

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service.
Memorial Day was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic and was first observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. On May 5, 1868, Logan declared in General Order No. 11 that: The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet churchyard in the land. In this observance no form of ceremony is prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services and testimonials of respect as circumstances may permit. By 1890 it was recognized by all of the northern states. The South refused to acknowledge the day, honoring their dead on separate days until after World War I (when the holiday changed from honoring just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring Americans who died fighting in any war). The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in 1873.

Cemetery 101: Grave Orientation:

One of the customs in many cemeteries is that of orienting the graves on an east-west axis. The inscription on the headstone might face east or west; however many face west so that visitors are not standing on the grave to read the inscription. But inscriptions can be on all sides of a marker, so check the back and sides. If there is a foot-stone to the west of the grave, then it is obvious which direction the body was placed. The body is laid with its head to the east and feet to the west, so that it will rise up facing east. 

A committee is working on plans for Heritage Day and the 149th Oswego County Fair display. The fair opens Thursday, June 29 and closes Tuesday, July 4th and Heritage Day will be held at the end of August.

We are entering the time of year when researchers travel to different areas to research and I welcome the opportunity to showcase the work that has been accomplished at the History Center and help them with family research. Since I became historian in 2001, I have been available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. 

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/ 
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