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PHOTO: Corner of Main and Ellisburg Street ca. 1907

This home was built by Oren R. Earl and stood on the corner of Main and Ellisburg Streets until it was demolished in 1967. The photo was taken before World War I after the house had become the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ezra Williams about 1903 and was remodeled. It is interesting to note that when Earl came to Sandy Creek from Pierrepont Manor there were two public houses, two small stores and about a dozen frame houses in the village. On May 25, 1846 he married Jeanett Salisbury, daughter of Nathan Salisbury, proprietor of the Salisbury House. Jeanett and Oren resided in the house until their deaths. George A. Earl Sr. wrote the following recollection of the homestead, “The house faced the south and was large and well appointed, outside and in. The grounds occupied most of the triangle formed by the two streets and were well cared for in the early days. There was no such thing as a lawn mower at that time and the grass was kept cut by a keen edged scythe in the hands of a skillful operator. The grounds were a favorite place for church socials and other such affairs. The house was surrounded by a quaint rustic fence with a gate in front and on each side. A row of trees bordered the property. The writer can remember as a small boy stopping at the house on his way to the old West Primary to gather the beautiful shining horse chestnuts from a tree in the yard. A large garden was in the rear of the house and a barn facing Ellisburg Street. When the writer was a boy he remembers distinctly standing in the middle of the dirt road in front of his home on South Main Street and looking north to the front of the Oren Earl residence.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Williams lived in the house until the early 1930s. In 1930 just before they were to have celebrated their golden wedding anniversary fire broke out and greatly damaged the interior of the home. It was repaired but after Mrs. William’s death in 1933, the property was sold to R. M. Haskins. Trees were removed and a service station was built in front, the house being remodeled for apartments. Later Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Corteville owned the property. 

Sally Turo is spear heading the donation drive to purchase and preserve the Austen Hall panels and we are looking for your support. Contact Sally, any town board member, town supervisor or my office for more information. 

The Korean War book (the service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959) is being researched now. The date for publication of this book is November 2007 but we need the information now. Each book takes two years from researching to completion and November 2007 will be upon us all too quickly. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Lester E. Stacy, Robert J. Stacy, William G. Stone, Claude E. Stowell, Gene A. Stowell, Walter Syfert, James W. Syrell, Ervin J. Taylor, Glen Taylor and Charles T. Thompson. The response has been good so far and we appreciate the information veterans and their families have sent in. Please keep the information coming and remember to send your photographs and exact years of service. Please contact me if you can help.

Cemetery 101: Urban Cemeteries are city cemeteries and often look like a “stone yard” with their rows and rows of tombstones, straight paths and little foliage. These cemeteries are often “public” cemeteries that are run by the city. There are 119 Veterans Cemeteries, Arlington National Cemetery is the best known. The Memorial Park or Lawn Park Cemetery is flat, grassy lawns with barely any evidence that people were buried there, and that is their purpose to eliminate suggestions of death. There are no grave mounds, and the headstones are flat and flush wit the ground for easier mowing. The markers contain the name of the deceased and usually just a birth and death year. The first of this kind of cemetery was established in 1917 in southern California, known as Forest Lawn. After World War II these cemeteries became popular and were established across the country.

A committee is working on plans for Heritage Day and the 149th Oswego County Fair display. The fair opens Thursday, June 29 and closes Tuesday, July 4th and Heritage Day will be held at the end of August.

We are entering the time of year when researchers travel to different areas to research and I welcome the opportunity to showcase the work that has been accomplished at the History Center and help them with family research. Since I became historian in 2001, I have been available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. 

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/ 
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