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PHOTO: This postcard of the Thomas House ca. 1910 is from the collection of Ruth Miles.

Members of the Thomas family were experienced in the hotel business and M. H. Thomas conducted a hotel on the southwest corner of Main and Lake Streets from 1852 until the opening of the Civil War. 

The Thomas House was opened on November 1, 1891 by Fayette Thomas and his father Martin H. Thomas with another son, Clarence G. Thomas, entering the firm six years later. The Thomas House, which was to become widely known among New York State motorists in later years, had its beginnings in the home of Fayette Thomas, purchased in 1880, soon after his marriage to Miss Coral C. Baker. After the death of the father in November 1898, the brothers continued to operate the hotel, which had been enlarged. In 1906 Fayette Thomas retired from the hotel, which was then under the supervision of Mr. and Mrs. Clarence G. Thomas.

As automobiles increased in popularity, more and more people made it a point to stop at the Thomas House, and the fame of its table and home comforts spread. Many well-known people including Theodore Roosevelt and former Governor Nathan Miller have enjoyed its hospitality. Clarence G. Thomas died September 4, 1921 and Mrs. Thomas continued to operate the hotel until 1934 when it was leased, maintaining the traditional hospitality and excellent meals which the establishment had always boasted and which caused many a stranger to comment: “So you’re from Sandy Creek. That’s where the Thomas House is located isn’t it?”

Later the property was sold and became the Martin Hotel.

The Rev. Hadley marriage register continues with the marriage of Thalona Sprague, aged 22, a farmer, and Hannah Baldwin, aged 20, on December 12, 1837, both residents of Sandy Creek. February 13, 1838, Cornelius Dutcher of Ellisburg and Eliza Burrell of Sandy Creek were married. The groom gave his age as 50 years and the bride was 43. March 7, 1838 Sidney Baldwin, aged 31, a farmer, and Mary Maxham, aged 20, both residents of Sandy Creek were married in the presence of Asa Maxham and Ensign Sprague. March 8, 1838 Rev. Hadley traveled to Ellisburg to marry Philo Howard and Anna Colvin. There were no more weddings until January 6, 1839 when Darwin Cronkite, aged 21, married Jennet Eldred, aged 17, both residents of Sandy Creek.

The Korean War book is being researched as we speak. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. In the next few weeks I will be listing the names of soldiers that we need a photograph and information on. Veterans: Daniel E. Ames, Donald E. Ames, Eugene H. Beebe, Ronald T. Bitter, Charles Blood, Charles Blount, Floyd T. Blount, Edward C. Briggs, Willard (Bill) Brown and Richard R. Butler. Your help is needed in locating all soldiers for this book. 

An addendum to the World War II book is being planned as we have one hundred soldiers listed with no information on them or their years of service. Please contact me if you can help.

A Sandy Pond Memories II book is being researched and written now to be published by June 2006. We are looking for photos, memories and interesting articles to include in this book. Contact me if you can contribute. 

Please, come by the town hall Saturday, January 14th for lunch beginning at 1PM. All donations go towards the purchase of the Austen Hall panels.

While the History Center is open to researchers on Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm or by appointment, work continues other days of the week at the History Center and from my home. Please stop by or call me anytime. My e-mail is historian@sandycreekny.us
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