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Whenever I need to do research for a book, a query or just need interesting reading material I begin with the Sandy Creek News. The Corse Press had its beginnings in the 1885 purchase of the Sandy Creek News by F. Dudley Corse. In conjunction with the newspaper, Corse developed a large job printing business which eventually included “The Holstein-Friesian World,” printed at the Lake Street Plant in Sandy Creek from 1914 to 1971. The people are numbered on the original photo and are as follows: left to right: the three men on the ground next to the sidewalk are Robert Chawgo, Frank Snyder and Frank Rivers; seated behind them in the second row are Claude Carnrite, Robert Hughes, Earl Crandall, Gerald Brown, Howard Murphy, Clinton Smith and John Balcom; behind them at the left are Hazel Wilcox, Hazel DeLong, Harry Tifft and Charles Graham; in the back row: Ethel Bothwick, Nettie Brown, Mae DeLong, and Gladys Smith. Standing in the group at the right, front row: a “tramp” printer (name unknown), Volney Rogers, W. A. Hoag, Clarence Wilder, Ethel Tifft, Mabel Claflin, Carrie Smith, F. Dudley Corse; second row: Charlie Hagan, Jessie Burt Graham, Mrs. John Nash; back row: Mrs. Will Bowhall, E. Chaufield and behind the window is Grace Leonard.

In honor of our mothers’, I’d like to share a little history of Mothers Day. In the United States, the idea of Mother's Day originated with Anna Jarvis, a young mother who lived in Appalachia and organized Mother's Work Days in 1858 for the purpose of improving the health of mothers in the region. 


Just a few years after the death of her mother, in 1907, the daughter of Anna Jarvis arranged a Mother's Day service to honor her deceased mother at the local church in the West Virginia town where she lived. On the same day a similar service was held in Philadelphia. Soon the tradition spread to 45 states throughout America as well as Puerto Rico, Mexico, and Canada. In 1914, spurred by Jarvis, the U.S. Congress passed the Mother's Day resolution that made Mother's Day official. 


April 10th I presented a program for the Kayendatsyonia/Fort Oswego Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution on the municipal historians’ job and the archives at Sandy Creek. April 22nd I was asked to present a program for the NYS Archives at a Genealogical Conference which, was held at the Church of the Ladder-day-Saints in Liverpool. The program was entitled “Municipal Historians: Genealogical Treasure Troves.” While genealogy is not the primary focus of historians, the world of local history is so closely related to family history that the two are really inseparable. The interest in Sandy Creek archival holdings, the history we produce and the workings of the Sandy Creek History Center is rewarding and I am pleased to share our success with others. 

In some cases it is necessary to purchase items of historical significance for the town and village archives and that is the case with the Austen Hall hand-painted advertisement panels. Sally Turo is spear heading the donation drive to purchase and preserve these panels, your support is appreciated. Contact Sally, any town board member, town supervisor or my office for more information. 

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: William M. Shirley, Gerald S. Slater, Vernon E. Slater, Robert L. Smith, Robert C. Snedeker, Edward W. Snyder, Keith Snyder, Claire W. Soule, Jr., Gordon E. Soule, Richard C. Soule, James L. Sperling, Peter Sprague, and Abner Jackson Springer. The response has been good so far and we appreciate the information veterans and their families have sent in so far. Please keep the information coming and remember to send your photographs and exact years of service.

Please contact me if you can help.

Cemetery 101: As Americans’ attitudes changed from the grim reality of death toward finding beauty in death – for example, using makeup on the deceased and making loved ones look lifelike – cemeteries began to take on a more pleasingly aesthetic look. The garden-type cemetery replaced the graveyard and churchyard, and the word cemetery replaced the term graveyard and burying ground. These cemeteries look like parks with pathways, ponds, trees, foliage and benches. 

April 24th I was invited to Charles Miller’s house on Sandy Pond to visit with his mother, Shirley (Heels) Miller and talk about her father, Raymond Victor Heels, who worked at the Wigwam as a chef during the early 30s. Russ Fox came by and I brought Betty Atkinson and as is usually the case the conversation was lively and very informative. The Wigwam of that era was a shirt and tie affair and everyone dressed for dinner. We are seeking information on a fisherman named John Freeman and Glen Kantak. Call me if you can help. The book is due to be printed the first of June so time is limited to get your stories and photographs in. 

A committee is working on plans for Heritage Day and the 149th Oswego County Fair display. The fair opens Thursday, June 29 and closes Tuesday, July 4th and Heritage Day will be held at the end of August.

We are entering the time of year when researchers travel to different areas to research and I welcome the opportunity to showcase the work that has been accomplished at the History Center and help them with family research. Since I became historian in 2001, I have been available to researchers by appointment as well as every Friday from 9am to 4pm. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. 

The History Center is located at the Town Hall, the old Blount-Parker Recreation Building, downstairs in what was the bowling alley, 1992 Harwood Drive in Sandy Creek. I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/ 
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