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PHOTO: The Henry Stevens Home Farm on the Orwell Road. The wide verandahs on this house were fine places to dry the wash on a mild winter day.

Carl Ridgeway came into the office and wondered why I had not written a column, which included the Stevens family and farm. As it happens I had planned one for the month of April so this one is for you Carl.

Thomas Stevens is the first recorded name of this family in North America. He lived in Stamford, Connecticut and died in 1658. His son Benjamin married Hannah and in 1680 they moved to Westchester County, N. Y., about a year later to Darien, Connecticut and finally in 1741 to New Fairfield, Connecticut. Benjamin died in 1746 and Hannah in 1730. Ezra, son of Benjamin, was born in 1724 and died in 1823 when nearly 99 years old. Ezra was an officer of the Danbury Company in the Revolutionary War. 

Peter (1764-1839), seventh son of Ezra and Ann Barnum married Phebe Booth (1774-1854). They moved to Mt. Washington, Berkshire County, Massachusetts. They had seven sons and one daughter. About 1818, Peter and Phebe came to Sandy Creek, together with his older brother Ezra (b. 1748). Harlow Stevens, sixth son of Peter, was born in 1805 and in 1829 was married to Betsey Manderville (1802-1876) of Rensselaer County. They had three children Marie Antoinette, Juliette and Henry Stevens. Henry (1840-1911) married Caroline Streeter, born in Herkimer, daughter of Herman Streeter who was a circuit-riding minister. They had five children: Arthur (1863-1890) died of scarlet fever; Ward (1869-1949) was an internationally famous judge of cattle and a fellowship is given in his year at the Agricultural School at Cornell University; Ralph broke his leg at the age of five or six and again at age 7 and because gangrene set in had it amputated on the kitchen table at Brookside, the farm home; and Floyd who was the last member of the family to live in Lacona.

The year 1876 marked the first introduction of purebred Holstein-Friesian cattle into the town and in fact one of the first in the United States.

Henry Stevens was a hard-headed businessman. He was one of the early importers of Holstein-Friesian cattle from Holland and he sent his son, Ward, there to pick out cattle and accompany them home to add to his already well-known herd. He became blind sometime between 1886 and 1889, but he knew his cattle so well that he could distinguish the pattern of the black and white hair by its texture and knew the configuration of his animals. He was elected President of the Holstein-Friesian Association in 1903. Blind Henry and his son, crippled Ralph, were sometimes alluded to as the halt and the blind. However, neither were ever sorry for themselves and asked no quarter and gave no quarter in any business deal.

Henry and Caroline built sometime in the 1880’s the Stevens’ home known as ‘Brookside’ on the Orwell Road. It was very unusual for its day as it had two furnaces, two bathrooms, two lavatories, a ballroom and its own acetyline plant for lights. There were flowered rugs in the parlor and living room, what-not-stands with choice china, the streaming pattern of colors over the white linen cover of the leaded glass windows in the dining room, and each window both upstairs and downstairs had folding inside wooden blinds. The kitchen had high cupboards, a variegated rag rug on the floor, a table with a red and white tablecloth with a shelf over it with a ticking clock. There was also a pump for water in an iron sink. Next to the polished black iron kitchen stove with a hot water reserve section was a lounge chair where blind Harry could sit and talk with his Caroline after he had come up from his office which was on a lower level. 

Henry and Caroline built the first cottage on Sandy pond about 1895 and this was a great gathering place for children and grandchildren. The above information was taken from an article written by Marjorie Stevens Sargent and appeared in “The Sesquicentennial History.” 

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Edwin T. Presley, Lawrence Presley, Theodore Presley, Edward F. Prevost, Frank I. Reed, Lewis R. Reed and Richard J. Reed. Norm Widrig and Phyllis LeBeau are helping with the research but we are researching 231 men and need help in locating these veterans or a family member of a veteran to get more information. It is so important that we have a photo of the soldier and his service dates. Please contact me if you can help.

In some cases it is necessary to purchase items of historical significance for the town and village archives and that is the case with the Austen Hall hand-painted advertisement panels. Sally Turo is spear heading the donation drive to purchase and preserve these panels, your support is appreciated. Contact Sally, any town board member, town supervisor or my office for more information. 

The cemetery series book continues and in the next few columns I will continue the description the different types of cemeteries. Church graveyards were our country’s first cemeteries. In Europe the elite were buried inside the church under the stone floor or in the church burial yard. This tradition of church burial, including some interments under the church floor, was carried to America. When the church graveyards became too crowded and the odor from the decomposing bodies buried under the church floor became overwhelming and unsanitary, town cemeteries were born. Property usually on the outskirts of town was set aside for graveyards. 

We are entering the time of year when researchers travel to different areas to research and I welcome the opportunity to showcase the work that has been accomplished at the History Center. Since I became historian in 2001, I have been available to researchers by appointment as well as Fridays. Researchers needing appointments who cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. 

The History Center is open every Friday and I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/ 
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