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PHOTO: Can you identify this photo? We have received many guesses but nothing “for sure.” If you can help, please call me.

Taxpayers of today who groan under the burden of heavy taxes imposed upon them are not unlike their forbears of two centuries ago of whom the following story is related in the History of Oswego County 1789 to 1877. 

“Though there were a few so poor as to need aid from the town, there were plenty who struggled along in their conflict with the wilderness, submitting with true American pride and grit to the severest of fortune rather than call on others for assistance. There was generally something to eat, and every farmer’s family calculated to make their own clothing, but money was scarcer than people can well comprehend at the present day even in the hardest times.”

“Your taxes are seventy-five cents,” said the collector to a Sandy Creek farmer in the early days. “Bless my soul, Sir, I haven’t got seventy-five cents in the world, and I don’t know where I can get it, nor when I can get it.” “Well, now, that’s bad,” replied the official, “but you will have to manage it someway. We have got to have the taxes, sure.” After much negotiation it was agreed that the collector should take two bushels of rye and assume the taxes himself.”

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Robert Parrott, Edson H. Phelps, William Philip, Donald J. Plantz, Loren O. Plantz, Charles D. Ploof, John L. Poole, Robert E. Poole, Maurice E. Poter, Roger L. Porter and Calvin M. Presley. Norm Widrig and Phyllis LeBeau are helping with the research but we are researching 231 men and need help in locating these veterans or a family member of a veteran to get more information. It is so important that we have a photo of the soldier and his service dates. Please contact me if you can help.

Research on the Sandy Pond Memories II book is going very well. I would like some information and photos of the car races (jalopies) at Sandy Pond in front of the Wigwam during the 1960’s.  Please call or stop by the office.

The cemetery series book continues and in the next few columns I will describe the different types of cemeteries and end with grave orientation and decoration. We begin with surveying the graveyard. What does the cemetery look like? Take a few pictures of the overall cemetery, in the cases where the cemetery covers many acres at least photograph the entrance and the section your ancestor is buried in. This is your ancestor’s final resting place, take your time, photograph the stone, document where their stone is and who is buried next to them. Draw a map leading to their stone no matter how primitive. Researchers think they will revisit the cemetery often but that is not always the case, it may be years before the next visit and as the research of family broadens and many cemeteries are searched we may forget where our ancestor was buried in that particular cemetery. 

In some cases it is necessary to purchase items of historical significance for the town and village archives and that is the case with the Austen Hall hand-painted advertisement panels. In the March 28th column I gave a history of Austen Hall and documented the importance of including these panels in the history archives. Sally Turo is spear heading the donation drive to purchase and preserve these panels, your support is appreciated. Contact Sally, any town board member, town supervisor or my office for more information. 

Central New York Family History Conference is a free workshop sponsored by Onondaga County Clerk and the New York State Archives. It is scheduled for Saturday, April 22, 2006 from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm and will be held at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day-Saints, 4889 Bear Road (between Buckley and Taft Roads), Liverpool, NY. To register call Denise at 315-793-2780 and bring a brown bag lunch. I have been asked to present the Municipal Historians: Genealogical Treasure Troves workshop. 

The History Center is open every Friday and I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our web site address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/ 

We are entering the time of year when researchers travel to different areas to research and I welcome the opportunity to showcase the work that has been accomplished at the History Center. Since I became historian in 2001, I have been available to researchers by appointment as well as Fridays. Researchers needing appointments and cannot come Fridays during business hours can call my office for a night or weekend appointment. Charlene

