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PHOTO: Many people will recognize Cora Walker but who is this little boy? Read on and find out!

Cora Walker died at age 82 on July 30, 1963. She was born March 7, 1881 in Williamstown, the daughter of Kepra and Josephine Carr and married Otley Walker in Williamstown. Mrs. Walker attended Pulaski Academy, the Teachers Training Class and Oswego Normal School. She taught school for several years in the vicinity of Pulaski, Williamstown and Lacona. She was a member of Pulaski Rebekah Lodge, Pulaski Chapter O. E. S., Sandy Creek Grange and Mistletoe Rebekah Lodge of Lacona. Cora owned and operated a little luncheonette and store in Lacona that school kids remember stopping at to buy penny candy on their way home from school. That building was the telephone exchange before it moved to Sandy Creek.

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Henry Naklick, Richard L. Naramore, Alden D. Nash, Herbert J. Nemier, Stanley E. Nemier, William W. Nurse, Gordon S. Oakley, Harvey L. Odell, Frederick Ouderkirk, Hobert Ouderkirk and John Parker. Norm Widrig and Phyllis LeBeau are helping with the research but we are researching 231 men and need help in locating these veterans or a family member of a veteran to get more information. Please contact me if you can help.

Jane Forcione, a resident of South Pond, came into the History Center for a tour and to donate a photo of a World War I soldier she had found. Delbert W. Russell left Pulaski with drafted men November 23, 1917, sailed for France in March 1918 and was killed while in the service on French soil, fighting for his country and his loved ones, July 15, 1918. He was born in Sandy Creek and was the first U. S. soldier from Eastern Oswego County to make the supreme sacrifice in battle. We did include Russell in the World War I book but had no photo of him, thanks to Jane now we do! 

I inadvertently left Town Councilwoman Connie Luce from the list of women who serve the town on a daily basis from my March 21st column. This town is rich with women who volunteer and donate their time and talents for the good of this community. We honor all of them and thank them for their sacrifice.

In some cases it is necessary to purchase items of historical significance for the town and village archives and that is the case with the Austen Hall hand-painted advertisement panels. In the March 28th column I gave a history of Austen Hall and documented the importance of including these panels in the history archives. Sally Turo is spear heading the donation drive to purchase and preserve these panels, your support is appreciated. Contact Sally, any town board member, town supervisor or my office for more information. 

Central New York Family History Conference is a free workshop sponsored by Onondaga County Clerk and the New York State Archives. It is scheduled for Saturday, April 22, 2006 from 8:30 am to 3:00 pm and will be held at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day-Saints, 4889 Bear Road (between Buckley and Taft Roads), Liverpool, NY. To register call Denise at 315-793-2780 and bring a brown bag lunch. The workshops include:

· Preserving Family Records in Digital format

· Onondaga County Library Genealogical Collections

· Internet Genealogical Resources: Best & Brightest

· African-American Family History Research

· African-American Ancestors in Historical Context

· Municipal Historians: Genealogical Treasure Troves

· Post-Revolutionary Settlement of Upstate NY

· History and Culture of Scotland:Your Ancestor’s Place

· LDS Collections & Local Family History Centers

· Deciphering Records in German

· NY State Census Records

· How to prepare for a European Research Trip

· Onondaga Historical Association Collections

· French Huguenot Family History Research

· How to develop your own genealogical web site

· Additional Classes to be announced

I have been asked to present the Municipal Historians: Genealogical Treasure Troves workshop. 

FYI: The little boy is Steve Nemier.

The History Center is open every Friday and I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us. Our website address is http://sandycreekny.tripod.com/  or call my office for an appointment. Charlene
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