Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek/Lacona Historian

Historians’ Corner

March 28, 2006

PHOTO: I continue “Women’s History Month” with this photo. Pictured from left to right is Mrs. Melva Soule, Helen Buck, Mrs. Jane Morris, Mrs. Ila Burrit and Mrs. Esther Cobb. 

In some cases it is necessary to purchase items of historical significance for the town and village archives and that is the case with the Austen Hall advertisement panels. 

Many people are too young to remember Austen’s Hall in Lacona as the place where locals saw their first movie. Construction of the building was begun in 1913 and the hall was first used for movies about 1919. The movie was a family affair, with Fred Austen running the projector, Mrs. Austen taking tickets and Miss Julia Austen playing the piano during intermissions and also to fill in on the frequent occasions when the film broke and the reels had to be re-wound. Other pianists were Mrs. Anna Bartlett and Mrs. Claude Carnrite. Dr. Fred Austen, Mr. Austen’s father, had the responsibility of sitting down front and trying to keep relative quiet and order among the juvenile members of the audience who shouted, made remarks, scuffled with each other and otherwise tried to break up the show. 

Such early silent movie stars as William S. Hart; Theda Bara; Mary Garden; Will Rogers in Western “shorts” in which he did roping and offered comments; Pauline Frederick; Mabel Normand; Mary Pickford in “Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch” and many others were featured. Lin Greene who showed movies there after the Austen’s discontinued them, showed many of the Pearl White serials, a very popular feature of that day. 

In addition to being used as a movie theater, Austen’s Hall was also used for dances and when it was first finished, performances of the Edward White Medicine Show were held there for about two weeks. Dances and movies in the hall were discontinued when the state adopted safety regulations forbidding public use of a place where a garage was maintained.

Among the business firms advertising at the time were: Arm’s Hardware Company; Alice B. Austen, Millinery, fancy art and novelty goods; George J. O’Brien, meats and groceries; Archer and Kelsey, hardware; Edick’s grocery and quick lunch; Osborn & Dorland, furniture and undertaking; The Truex Shop, ladies furnishings and art goods; Hydorn & Colony, dry goods; Shaul’s Drug Store; F. S. Pratt, furniture and undertaking; WilliamFarrand Jewelry Company; A. D. Flinn, groceries; W. A. Barlow, building material; E. M. Johnson, “Head-to-foot-fitter”; E. E. Ackerman, general merchandise; Farmer’s National Bank, Adams and F. L. Matteson, restaurant.

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Donald Maxwell, Ralph P. Maxwell, Gloria L. McAdam, James McAdam, Stanley I. McCadam, Donald J. McDougal, W. S. Metchik, Charles A. Miles, Joseph Miles, Ralph Miller, Laverne Mizener and Alfred Moyer. Norm Widrig and Phyllis LeBeau are helping with the research but we are researching 231 men and need help in locating these veterans or a family member of a veteran to get more information. Please contact me if you can help.

Wish list: I am setting up a social area at the History Center which would be located outside the fire-safe room and am in need of a coffee table, a couple of comfortable chairs and a coffee cart. As spring and summer approach I have many visitors come by to share a family genealogy, a memory of their years in Sandy Creek or just to talk and a “social” area is necessary. The research room is specifically for research and past experience shows that the volunteer work area and research area are just too busy to greet visitors. 

I am in search of a photo of the Hobert Lester Sunoco Garage and John Deere Machinery business in Sandy Creek. Contact me if you can help.

The History Center is open every Friday (weather permitting) and I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us.
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