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PHOTO: 1929 Sandy Creek High School Girls Basketball Team

March is Women’s History Month. I was looking for a photo for this weeks column, came across this great photo and since it was timely with the basketball tournaments, so I decided to use it. The girls pictured from left to right, front row: Betty Stoddard, Helen Hagan, Margaret Randall, Arlene Church and Esther Hubbard. Back row: Leola Remington, Naomi Quinn, Lillian Rogers, Coach Critz, Alice Byrns, Viola Bass and Jean Stuart. 

Some firsts in Women’s achievements are (1715) Ann Teresa Mathews whose invention received a patent (for cleaning and curing corn) - it was granted to her husband. (1812) Lucy Brewer was the first woman marine. (1850) Harriet Tubman was the first woman to run Underground Railroad to help slaves escape. (1869) Susan B. Anthony was the co-founder of the first U. S. woman’s suffrage organization. (1872) Frances Elizabeth Willard was the first woman to become a presidential candidate. (1881) Clara Barton was the founder of the American Red Cross. (1910) Blanche Scott was the first woman to fly an airplane. (1917) Jeannette Rankin was the first woman in Congress. (1931) Jane Addams was the first woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize.

Sandy Creek has a long list of women of achievement, many of them early settlers, mothers, teachers, church and civic leaders. These 20th century Sandy Creek women also deserve to be recognized: Helen Hastings, Nanette Hamer, Lillian Barney, Edna Blount, Persis Williamson and Alice Bacon for their service to this community.

Today this town can boast the accomplishments of these women who serve the town on a daily basis: Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler, Mayor Peggy Manchester, town councilwomen Nancy Ridgeway and Denise Lyga, Town Clerk Tammy Miller, Deputy Clerk Celestine Kerr, Clerk for the Villages Jill Mattison, Shirley Rice and Pat McCullough who serve on the Planning Board, local businesswomen like Karen Loveless, and leaders like Pauline Tanner. 

We recognize these special women who work tirelessly to preserve the records and artifacts of this town and its villages for future generations: Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, Irene Fuller and Phyllis LeBeau. 

The Korean War book is being researched now. The service dates covered in this book are September 3, 1945 to December 31, 1959. We continue with a list of soldiers we need information on: Charles Lashomb, Myron E. Lewis, Jr., Robert lewis, Allis Look, Roger J. Lortie, Caroline Lull, William W. Lyons, Robert M. MacLagger, Richard J. Maas and Coreius F. Mattice. Norm Widrig and Phyllis LeBeau are helping with the research but we need help in locating our veterans or a family member of a veteran to get more information. 

Thank you to Charlotte DeGaetano for the recent donation to the History Center of a photograph of the Depot when it was a garage owned by Frank Ramsey. 

The History Center is open every Friday (weather permitting) and I can be reached by phone at 387-5456 x 7 or by e-mail at historian@sandycreekny.us.
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