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PHOTO: April 1941-Sandy Creek town officials and highway maintenance crew are pictured with a recently purchased Bay City gasoline shovel and trucks with snow fighting equipment. Left to right: Hugh White, Elmer Grant, Charles Kent, George White, Milton Stewart, Ivan Crast, Harley Dana, Earl DeShane, Henry Stewart, Paul J. Woodard and Frank Miles.

I’d like to share some of the highlights from my 2005 year-end report to the state and the town and village boards. The complete report can be read at the town and village clerk’s office. 

The volunteer hours for 2005 equal 6871. The total volunteer hours since my appointment in August 2001 is 23,812. As the realization of the enormous task I had undertaken became apparent it was also apparent that I would need help. A Certificate of Appreciation and volunteer pin was awarded to Phyllis LeBeau, Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, Irene Fuller and Jim Shutts. Every month someone steps forward to help on a project, identify a photo, add to the history archives or build a needed item to make work easier or save the town and villages money. 

We received grant money from the New York State Council on the Arts Decentralization Program administered locally by Arts and Culture of Oswego County. The money helped with Heritage Day expenses. We also received $6,000 from Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant (LGRMIF) to begin part one of the planned microfilming project which will make access to certain records easier for town officials and researchers visiting the History Center. Many of these records are more easily accessed on CD and microfilm as some are just too fragile to be handled. This project is the continuation of the preservation work I began in 2001 when I was appointed historian.

Two books were written in 2005. The “Village of Lacona, 125 Years of History” book included interesting photographs and historical facts/stories of the village and is the first history book written on the Village of Lacona. It was written in conjunction with the 125th Anniversary of Incorporation of the village and a “name that book” contest was created to get everyone in the town familiar with and included in the celebration. The “All Gave Some…Some Gave All, World War II Town of Sandy Creek Veterans” book was the second in a military series of books to honor our veterans and save their stories for future generations. 

The “Imaging and Scanning” project that began in 2003 and supported by the town and villages has continued. The security and preservation of the many photos from the archives and photographs brought in by local residents can be copied and used in the creation of the local history books and recreated for genealogy purposes. The other benefit is the ability to add the image to the archives and return the original to the owner. Last year we created local history photos for the Sandy Creek Diner and this year we were able to share photographs of Lacona with the J & R Diner and put some town photographs in the Judge’s Chambers at the Town Hall. 

On Memorial Day 1943 a three-panel Honor Roll was erected in the park to honor our soldiers was who were serving overseas during World War II. The fourth panel was added a month later but only one bad photo exists of it. Because it was made of wood the weather took its toll and I tried in vain to locate where and when the original was dismantled. We wanted to do an exact replica of the Honor Roll to honor our soldiers in conjunction with the World War II book. We decided to see if it was possible to re-create it in a table-top version and I called Jim Allen. What a GREAT job he did. It is an exact replica! Chris Crocker from Pulaski did the lettering. It is displayed at the town hall.

I attended several meetings this year. As a committee member of the New York State Archives Regional Advisory Committee I attended a meeting on February 11, 2005. The December meeting was canceled due to weather. My appointment to this committee began in 2003 and ends in 2007. I invited the NYS Regional Archives Committee to hold their meeting at Sandy Island Beach State Park on Thursday, August 4. The Association of Public Historians Meeting was held at Alex Bay the weekend of September 24th through September 27th. I was asked to present a workshop to the local historians who attend from all over New York State. At the last Association of Public Historians for New York State meeting all historians were asked to consider becoming registered. It is not mandatory now but I feel it will be some day soon as the state tries to showcase the importance of local public and municipal historians and their work. 

On November 28, 2005 I was invited to speak to the Coterie Club and decided to update the group on the news from the History Center when I presented a program entitled  “What’s new at Sandy Creek History Center and the historians’ office?”

The community is invited to several events sponsored by the History Center and this year that included the January Try-It-Race and Community Luncheon, Heritage Day and the Village of Lacona 125th celebration, Archives Week, the Veterans Day program and the children’s Christmas Tree event. 

As we enter 2006 our goals to secure and preserve town records and artifacts and serve the researchers and school children that come to the History Center continue with these activities: the Imaging and Scanning project, accessioning of artifacts, computer indexing, participation in the 149th Oswego County Fair, Heritage Day at the History Center, writing history books, Sandy Creek History Center web-page and the weekly Historians’ Corner newspaper column. While the History Center is open to researchers on Fridays from 9 am to 4 pm or by appointment, work continues other days of the week at the History Center and from my home. Please stop by or call me anytime. My e-mail is historian@sandycreekny.us

Please mark your calendars for the January 14th Soup and Bread Try-It Race Community/ Luncheon at 1PM. All donations go towards the purchase of the Austen Hall panels.

We at the History Center wish everyone a Happy, Healthy New Year and thank everyone for their continued support of the work we do.

Respectfully submitted, 

Charlene Cole

